VWS Newsletter:
Summer 2026

Letter from the VWS President:

Summer has arrived!

The fabulous VWS Richmond
Exhibition committee’s work
is in its final throes. Our 47th
Annual Virginia Watercolor
Society’s 2026 Juried Exhibi-
tion at the Virginia Museum
of Fine Arts opens on Sep-
tember 5 until November 1.
What is not to love about this
most spectacular museum!
As an art lover, you won't want to miss this wonderful exhibition
and experience our Commonwealth's jewel of a museum. By
now each artist will know if their painting has been accepted.
Wishing everyone could jury in.

Special thanks to

Executive Committee: Exhibition Head Chairs:

Bev Perdue (Chairman)  Richie Mosley
Jack Frable Sue Stuller
Ellie Cox Patrice Reese
Mary Cox Kathy Miller
Mary Castle

Lu Gay Lanier

The committee has planned a fabulous weekend in Richmond
at the VMFA.

Not only did our VWS Executive Board increase our Exhibition
Best in Show Award to $2,000, but raised our Student Award
to $500 plus framing and added a 2nd and 3rd Place Prize

to a high school art student. Chair Vic Frailing, Gina Buzby,
and Catherine Hillis has joined our committee with MaryLou
Andrews and Elizabeth Moore with special thanks to David
Eakin and The Art Box for their generous donation to

the students.

We are pleased to announce our venues for 2028 and 2029.
2028 will find us at the ARTfactory in historic Manassas and
2029 will be at the University of Virginia's Contemplative
Science Center in Charlottesville. Please let me know if you
would like to be part of the exhibition committees. What

a great way to explore Virginia and embrace the beautiful
artwork that our watercolorists produce.

If you have ideas for future events or activities for our mem-
bership, don't hesitate to let anyone on our Board know. We
are in lively discussions about accepting Aquaboard for
future exhibitions and would love to hear your thoughts
about broadening the scope of our work.

| hope to see you in Richmond for the Exhibition and our
Annual Meeting at the

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts
Conference Room #1
Saturday, September 27
from 10-11:30 am

Trish Crowe
President, VWS

Our VWS Creasy Johnson Student Award winner, Sigrid (Siri) Herlevsen
(right) with her watercolor, “Just Another Fish in the Sea” and her art
teacher, Jen Skipper at the Miller School of Albemarle in Charlottesville.



Fun at the VWS Spring Soireé at the ArtFactory in Manassas!

VWS was delighted to host its
2nd Annual Spring Members’ Reception
at the
2027's 48th Annual Exhibition venue:
THE ARTfactory
in downtown historic Manassas.

We are thrilled to announce the Manassas Co-chairs

for the Exhibition:
Mike Flynn and Lorrie Herman.

MaryLou Andrews,
Ursula Burgess
and Linda Wright

Linda Wright, Lorrie Herman and Janet Martinet

Maria, Mike Flynn and Janet Martinet Nokesville Winery



More wonderful things keep happening as we prepare for our
spectacular 2026 Exhibition this fall, like open every day with
free admission. Four standouts lead this update:

First, a group hug and mighty congratulations goes
to the 110 VWS members who had their paintings selected by
submission judge, Dr. Christopher Oliver, Associate Curator of
American Art at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. These 110
paintings will compose our fast-approaching, exciting VWS
Annual Exhibition for two months beginning September 5th.

The biennial Fine Arts &
Flower exhibition, October
8-11, 2026 presents stun-
ning floral interpretations of
works in VMFA’s permanent
collection, created by floral
designers from the Garden
Club of Virginia, the Virginia,
Federation of Garden Clubs,
and lkebana of Richmond.
This is an example of their
artistic interpretation in the
2024 exhibition. We will have
four VWS paintings selected
as part of this favorite VMFA
Exhibition, selected by

Dr. Oliver.

Dates to Note

VWS 2026 EXHIBITION:
Sept 5 - November 1st, 2026,

WORKSHOP - MARY WHYTE:
Sept 24 & 25, (20 Participants by Lottery Selection)

MARY WHYTE BOOK SIGNING:
Sat, Sept 26th, 1:00 pm, Outside VMFA Gift Shop

MARY WHYTE'S BOOK:

“An Artists' Life”; Available at the VMFA Gift Shop.
VWS RECEPTION:

Fri, Sept 25th, 5 -7:30 pm - Claiborne Robertson Room
BUSINESS MEETING:

Sat, Sept 26th,10 am-11:30 am, Conference Room #1
(Located Opposite the Leslie Cheek Theatre)

AWARDS DINNER/COCKTAILS:
Sat, Sept 26th, 5:30 pm - 8 pm in the Atrium

VA GARDEN CLUBS’ FINE ARTS & FLOWERS SHOW:
Oct 8th-11th, at VMFA

9/11/26 Final Date For Making

Any of Your Event Reservations

A second update centers on the Virginia Garden Clubs who
requested permission from VWS for four paintings from our
Exhibition at VMFA to be selected by Dr. Oliver, our juror, to
include in their biennial Fine Arts & Flowers Show October

8th -- 11th! What an honor for our club and a giant plus for the
VWS Exhibition! Note on your calendar to visit the Fine Arts and
Flowers Show.

Our third important Exhibition update ... wait forit...the
already generous cash award of $1500 for the
Exhibition’s Best in Show has been increased to $2,000!

The fourth and last update for now focuses on helping our
out-of-town members planning to visit the River City for the
Exhibition. Our very best advice -- make your travel plans and
reservations early (at least two or three months in advance)

in order to best enjoy our Exhibition and the many other art
related happenings at that time in Richmond. See our VWS
website for a recommended list of hotels and to learn of other
concurrent art events at that time. Note: The Virginia Museum of
History and Culture is right next door to VMFA.

“For myself, the only paintings I regret were the ones I didn’t
do. They were the works I thought would require skills I didn’t
have.”

- Excerpt from Mary Whyte’s book, “An Artists’ Life”

Regards,
2026 Exhibition Planning Committee

Exhibition Committee: Richie Mosley, Sue Stuller, Jack Frable,
Joan Malone, Ellie Cox, Bev Perdue Jennings, Mary Cox

Mary Cox,
Jack Frable,
and Joan
Malone
pulling the 20
names out of
a hat for the
Mary Whyte
Workshop .
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Necks & Peninsula
Area Rep: Linda Wright

Linda Wright received an “Honorable Mention” from
Stephanie Brown for her watercolor, “I See Dots”, at the 2026
Potomac River Regional Art Show .

“I See Dots”,
watercolor by
Linda Wright.

South Central

Area Rep: Ursula Burgess

Ursula Burgess has had her painting “Vacation at Home”

accepted into the 2026 VMRC Juried Art Exhibition. It was
inspired by one of her favorite outdoor painting spots in her
garden behind her house. The exhibition lasted until the end
of June; the watercolor was sold.

Ursula has currently 5 paintings (3 watercolor paintings

and 2 charcoal drawings) at the Central Virginia Arts Mem-
ber Show in Farmville together with 4 more artists. Central
Virginia Arts, Inc., a partner of the Virginia Museum of Fine
Arts, is a non-profit organization dedicated to encouraging
awareness of and participation in all the arts, in Buckingham,
Charlotte, Cumberland, Lunenburg, Nottoway, and Prince
Edward Counties. Membership is open to all Central

Virginia Artists.

Ursula Burgess is planning her yearly 4 day Watercolor Work-
shop at the Longwood Center for Visual Arts together with
CVA in Farmville this fall. The dates have not yet been final-
ized. Contact ucburgess@gmail.com for more details.

Ric

Area Re

Gerald Wadsworth is excited to announce that his
paintings have been accepted in multiple international
exhibitions all this year, 2026.

Shows to date:

« Virginia Watercolor Society Annual Juried Exhibition to
be held at the Virginia Museum of Fine Art, in Richmond,
Virginia

+ Accepted into the June exhibition at ARTBASEL Week
Artboxy Live, in Basel, Switzerland.

+ Accepted into the May exhibition at the Nicoleta Gallery in
Berlin, Germany.

« Accepted into the April exhibition at the EXPO Milano
2026 in Milan, Italy.

+ Accepted into Artistic Animals 2026, at KBM Art Gallery,
Riverside, California

« Accepted into the 2026 Mid-Atlantic Juried Show at
McGuffey Art Center, Charlottesville, Virginia

« Accepted into the March exhibition at Expo Strasbourg
2026 in Strasbourg, France

+ Accepted into the February exhibition at Galerie Le Chien
d’Or in Quebec, Canada

® “Vacation at Home’, watercolor by Ursula Burgess.




MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

A large number of artists from the Fairfax area were juried
into this year's VWS show at the Virginia Museum of Fine
Arts. They include: Linda Blau, Diana Bozza, Noreen Brunini,
Nanette Catigbe, Deborah Conn, Ariane D’Souza, Jean Gill,
Judie Gray, Lorrie Herman, Carolyn Marshall Wright, Elvira
Peia, Deidre Pistochini, Pat Porter, Ginger Sanaie, Engy
Soliman, and Craig Wright.

Chica Brunsvold will be the juror for the Arlington
Artists Alliance regional show, “Metamorphosis “ in July. She
will give a presentation about her whimsical “Zooilllogicals”
and Yupo at the October meeting of the Springfield

Art Guild.

Ariane D’Souza has work on display in two current
exhibitions. Her solo show, “Naturally”, runs through
August 28, 2026 at the Braddock District Supervisor’s Office
in Fairfax, VA. She is also participating in “Garden Dreams’,
a group exhibition with the Springfield Art Guild at Green
Spring Gardens in Alexandria, VA, running June 30 through
August 23, 2026.

Carolyn Marshall Wright's florals were part of the
“Nature’s Palette” exhibit at the Byrne Gallery in Middleburg
in the month of June. Her painting “Waiting for Cinderella”
was published in Splash 27: The Best of Watercolor, which hit
the newsstands this month. She gave a demo of watercolor
painting as part of Touchstone Gallery’s 50th Anniversary
celebration.

“Aeonium’; watercolor by Ariane D'Souza

Deidre Pistochini’s painting “Showing Off” won an
Honorable Mention in Potomac Valley Watercolorists'annual
show at Green Spring Gardens.

Craig Wright's watercolor “Tapestry” received 2nd place
among many talented Signature artists at the Baltimore
Watercolor Society (BWS) Meeting House exhibition.

“Showing Off’,
watercolor by
Deidre Pistochini.

“Tapestry’,
watercolor by
Craig Wright




MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep: Gina Buzby

Gina Buzby had two watercolor paintings accepted into
the South Carolina Watermedia Society’s Juried Online
Exhibit, “Palm Trinity” and “Edis-slow”. And “Hey! He’s Pretty
Good!” was accepted into the South Carolina Watermedia
National Exhibition!

Gina Buzby'’s
watercolors,
“Palm Trinity”
(left) and
“Edis-Slow”
(bottom).

Charlie Frances’ “star Gazers” was part of the 2026
Mid-Atlantic Juried Show, Charlottesville, VA April 2026

“Sunset on Main Street” was accepted in the Art Speaks 2026
Juried Exhibition, Mathews, VA April-May 2026

Profiled in “Virginia Watercolor Artist Finds Healing Through
Painting” by Mitchell Sasser, The Central Virginian
newspaper, May 2026

Exhibition Chair and participating artist, “Local Colors” water-

color exhibition, Westminster Canterbury, VB, VA July 2026

Collaboration manager and participating artist, A Taste-Full
Use of Color watercolor exhibition, Taste Gallery, VA Beach,
VA, Feb-Sept 2026

Collaboration manager and participating artist “Symphony
of Susans “watercolor exhibition, Torggler Fine Art Center,
Spring 2027

Williamsburg
Landing,

Solo Show,
Williamsburg, VA
July-Sept 2026

“Maeve the Rave”
was accepted in
the 2026 VWS
Exhibition.

Panel E,

“Symphony of Susans’,
watercolor by

Charlie Frances.

Sue Lichacz “Winter’ Last Light” won 1st place at the
Virginia Beach Art Center’s “The Four Seasons” show and sold
during the Opening Reception.

® Sue Lichacz, watercolor, “Winter's Last Light”

Lynn Frailing had her painting, “Graduation Reflections”
accepted into the 2026 VWS show.

(Tidewater & Eastern Shore continued next page)




MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Tidewater & Eastern Shore (continued)
Area Rep: Gina Buzby

Terry Wylie recently wrapped up his workshop, “The Big
Picture: Designing & Painting a Show-Ready Watercolor,” at
Virginia Beach Art Center, where they focused on moving
beyond simply recreating a reference photo and building
stronger paintings through composition, value structure,
color relationships, edges, and storytelling.

Throughout the class, they worked through the process of
developing a painting from the initial concept and composi-
tion studies through the final watercolor. His demonstration
painting, “Secret Garden,” became a vehicle for exploring how
thoughtful design choices can create mood, atmosphere, and
a stronger connection with the viewer.

Terry is looking forward to continuing that journey with his
upcoming class at Virginia Beach Art Center:

Watercolor Essentials: Light, Color & Confidence
with Terry Wylie
Beginner to Intermediate

July 17,2026 @ 1:30PM —
August 21, 2026 @ 4:30PM

Eastern Time (US & Canada)

Recently, he also completed a very meaningful watercolor re-
tirement gift for his friend Captain Steve Liberty. Steve was his
Commanding Officer aboard USS Ramage (DDG 61) during
his time serving as Command Master Chief, and later went on
to command USS Philippine Sea (CG 58). The painting fea-
tures both ships together as a tribute to his Navy career and
the years of leadership and service.

Terry has been accepted as a participating artist in this year’s
Suffolk Plein Air Festival.“l am looking forward to getting out-
side, painting from life, and spending time with fellow artists
capturing the light and atmosphere of our local area”.

“Secret Garden”, watercolor by Terry Wylie.

Terry Wylie's
retirement gift for
his friend Captain
Steve Liberty.




MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Northern

Area Rep: Janet Hansen Martinet

Aileen Canan had pieces selected for the Spring 2026
Art at the Mill, 4/18-5/3. Aileen also participated as a new/
first-time artist at the 2026 Western Loudoun Art and Studio
Tour from 6/5-6/7 as a guest artist at Franklin Park Art Center.

Patty Craighill has 2 entries in the Artists in Middleburg
gallery show ,"Animals in Art’, during the month of July. One
of her entries, an oil called “Riding Out,” sold to a patron from
Colorado. Patty is also teaching watercolor classes at Artists
in Middleburg, for beginners and experienced painters; info
at www.theartistsinmiddleburg.org. Summer classes are on
a monthly basis. Patty will also be holding watercolor work-
shops at Etten’s Eden Nursery and Flower Farm in The Plains,
VA, starting in July; one will be held at 11:00 AM and one at
4:00 PM, with wine and snacks. Anyone interested can check
the website: www.ettenseden.com. Patty leaves in late
September to travel to the Cote d’Azur to study watercolors
with Joseph Zbukvic and Lisa Wang (very excited!!).

Lorrie Herman is currently at the Broadway Gallery in
Great Falls till the end of July and then to their Alexandria
location. She has a watercolor showcase of 17 watercolors on
sale. The opening art demo/reception was on July 10th and
well attended. Several paintings found a new home!

Mike Flynn taught a four-week class in June at the ART-
factory, Manassas, VA , in watercolor and ink pen. Subjects
for the students varied from landscapes to floral designs.
Among the subjects was the attached painting

titled “Farm Laundry” 8 x 10.

Janet Hansen Martinet and Mike Flynn
had paintings accepted in ‘A Moment of Art] a 2 week
pop up show at the ARTfactory in Manassas, 6/17 to
7/5. Mike's painting, “Big Blue’; sold. Gallery Director
Jordan Exum related that visitors commented that the
watercolors were “some of the best they've ever seen”.
The ARTfactory will be the site of the 2027 VWS
Exhibition.

Mike Flynn,
watercolor,
e 'Big Blue”

Aileen Canan, watercolor,
“Looking Up”

Lorrie Herman's watercolor showcase at the Broadway Gallery - Great Falls.

Mike Flynn, watercolor, “Farm Laundry”

Janet Hansen Martinet,
watercolor, “Waterlily Conversation”




MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Piedmont
Area Rep: David Eakin

David Eakin, Forest - “Nebraska Skies V" gouache on Jane Carter
paper, received an award of distinction at the Lynchburg Art Vaughn,

Club’s - Show your Best invitational exhibition.

Lynchburg,
“Singing at the Sink’,

“Rising Clouds” gouache, received 2nd Place in watercolor/ received an Award of
gouache at the 61st Bath County Art Show, Hot Springs, VA. Distinction at the

“Nebraska Skies V', gouache, by David Eakin

“Rising Clouds’; gouache, by David Eakin

Catherine Hillis, Locust Grove, was select-
ed for the online 2026 Richeson75 Still Life &
Floral competition for her painting “Getting My
Ducks in a Row.”

Hillis also won the Morris Watercolor Guild
Award of Merit for her painting, “Freefalling,” at
the Transparent Watercolor Society of Amer-
ica’s Annual Exhibition at the Kenosha Public
Museum, in Wisconsin. She'll also receive her
signature membership.

Catherine was also selected to paint in the
Parrsboro International Plein Air Festival in
Nova Scotia, CA during mid-June. Also, Hillis’
work is currently featured in 8 pages of Interna-
tional Artist Magazine, The Art of Watercolour
and PleinAir Magazine.

Piedmont Arts
Association,
Martinsville,
Expressions 2026.

“Singing at the Sink’,
watercolor,
by Jane Carter Vaughn

Catherine Hillis' first pages of an 8
page article about her watercolors in
International Artists Magazine.

”

“Getting My Ducks in a Row’,
watercolor by
Catherine Hillis




MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Southwestern
Area Rep: Angela Shields

Vera Dickerson will be the featured artist at Left of
Center Art Space, 24 Campbell Avenue SW, Roanoke VA
24011 July 2 - 31, 2026.

Susan Stuller was the guest artist June 2 - 5, 2026 at
The Studio School in Roanoke for a watercolor workshop,
and many of our VWS Southwest Area members attended

it. Everyone came away filled with renewed enthusiasm for
painting watercolors on gessoed paper. We learned to use
tracing paper and value sketches to improve our composi-
tion. Susan emphasized drawing as necessary for a successful
painting. She was careful to give attention and instruction
to every student, plus she had boundless energy, patience,
and a great sense of humor! We all enjoyed those four days
of seeing old art friends, and making new ones. Thanks to
The Studio School for getting outstanding artists to come to
Roanoke for instruction, and thanks to Susan for sharing her
talent with us.

Susan Stuller
demo
painting.
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Busy watercolor painters at Susan Stuller’s Workshop.

Susan Stuller
at her workshop.




MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Western Ridge & Valley

Area Rep: Connie Fisher

Peg Sheridan won “Best Cowpasture or Bullpasture River
Scene in Any Medium” at the Bath County Art Show for
“Cowpasture River at Fort Lewis’, watercolor.

Peg is many shows such as, the Bath County Art Show, which
ended on July 5. She sold all 3 of her pieces the first day. She
is participating in the “Pollinator Art Show" at Sage Bird Cider
Works in Harrisonburg, which runs from July 3 - August 3.
She has been juried in to the Floyd Plein Air show, which
takes place September 14-19, with a gala opening on
Saturday September 19 in the evening.

Peg had two successful workshops this summer. May 30, She
offered “Juicy Gems: Small Square Watercolors” at Shenando-
ah Valley Watercolor Society in Waynesboro. They had a great
time painting square florals and still lifes. And , June 6, she
offered “Wildflower and Garden Scenes in Watercolor” at the
Workshop at Timber Ridge in Lexington. Each painting was
unique and beautiful, and we all had a great time.

See more at www.pegsheridan.com

Coming soon...

“Mood in Watercolor” at Shenandoah Valley Art Center in
Waynesboro, Tuesdays from 10-2, September 29 - November
3,2026. Cost $260. Register at www.svacart.com.

Unusual Art Adventure:

She and her husband drove across the country in April
and May. They visited family and friends, and hiked and
camped along the way. They put 7100 miles on their car.
Pam painted most of the days that they were traveling
and even painted in the car when her husband was
driving! She has done this all 4 trips across the country.
Itis so fun, and makes the time pass so quickly. You can
see her sketches on FB.

Connie Fisher continues to exhibit her art as a co-op
member of the ShenArts Gallery in Winchester, VA and
currently has 8 paintings in the Gallery.

She just had 10 paintings in the upcoming Potomac River
Artist Guild Show in Shepherdstown, WV July 17-18.

A couple of the pictures currently at the ShenArts Co-op
Gallery.

AND GO US MEN’S SOCCER TEAM!I!!

Peg Sheridan,
watercolor,
“Garden Joy”.
“Highland County
Landscape”
watercolor by
Peg Sheridan
“Smoke and Mirrors’,
watercolor by
Connie Fisher.
“Emerging Flora”

watercolor by
Connie Fisher.




VWS NEWSLETTER &

SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES

(As of June 19, 2023)

This is an overview for submitting news and art images for
the VWS newsletter (Waterlogue) and social media platforms.
The guidelines outline what may be included on VWS social
media platforms and the Waterlogue newsletter. This docu-
ment will serve as a reference for members, the Waterlogue
Newsletter Editor and Social Media Manager (“Editors”), and
VWS Area Reps (“Reps”). Guidelines are subject to change.

For this document “watercolor(s)” refers to watercolor(s) and
water-based media.

CHANNEL of INFORMATION

All member news and materials for the newsletter and
social media platforms will be sent to the member’s VWS
Rep, not directly to the Editors. Reps will be responsible for
forwarding the member materials to the Editors. The pur-
pose of this channel is to help filter content and to reduce
the volume of emails the Editors receive from members. With
the VWS membership at more than 400 artists, the funneling
to the Reps is more manageable for the Editors and helps the
Rep learn more about the members in their region.

ACCEPTANCE of SUBMITTED MATERIAL

Submitted materials will be reviewed for content and rele-
vancy by Reps and Editors who reserve the right to accept or
reject any item. Rejections may occur if the submission does
not adhere to the guidelines. An Editors’ time and space may
also be factors for submissions not being posted.

We love getting pictures with your information. It’s even bet-
ter when the artists'name and title of the painting is in the

file name. If you have trouble renaming the image file, please
make a good description in the email so it can be indentified.

Fall 2026
NEWSLETTER

Deadline:
October 1, 2026

VWS AREAREPRESENTATIVECONTACTS:

Alexandria & Arlington
Michael Potashnik
potashnikm@gmail.com

Northern
Janet Hansen Martinet
hansenm_Janet@att.net

Fairfax
Carolyn Marshall Wright
c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Richmond
Richie Mosley
richiemosley@yahoo.com

Necks & Peninsula
Linda Wright
lindawrightconsultant@gmail.com

Piedmont
David Eakin
dreakin57@gmail.com

South Central
Ursula Burgess
ucburgess@gmail.com

Southwestern
Angela Shields
donandangel@gmail.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Gina Buzby
ginabuz@aol.com

Western Ridge & Valley
Connie Fisher
cbfisherartist@gmail.com

Out of State & Signature Members
Chee Ricketts
chee@cheekludtricketts.com




