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Letter from the VWS President:
Our 47th Annual Virginia 
Watercolor Society 2026 Juried 
Exhibition at the Virginia Mu-
seum of Fine Arts will open on 
September 5 until November 
1.  Application deadline for 
art entries is May 22 on Cafe’.  
Please be sure to check out the 
incredible events our Exhibi-
tion Chair, Bev Perdue and her 
committee have in store for a 
faulous weekend in Richmond 
at the VMFA.

SAVE THE DATE for our 2nd Annual VWS Membership Spring Soiree 
at the ARTfactory in Historic Manassas. Tickets may be purchased 
online at virginiawatercolorsociety.org. Deadline April 30.  

This is a wonderful opportunity to meet fellow artists in a brand 
new venue for VWS. Our 48th Annual VWS Exhibition to be held in 
November 2027 will be led by our Juror and workshop leader, Jean 
Pederson from Calgary. She is the author of  “Expressive Portraits: 
Creative Methods for Painting People”. Her experience is impres-
sive. Thanks to David Eakin for introducing her to us!

This is also your chance to get more involved. Please consider serv-
ing on this committee and contact me.

Our VWS Creasy-Johnson Student Award application is open until 
May 1, 2026. The scholarship has been increased to $500 plus fram-
ing. Chair Vic Frailing, Gina Buzby, Catherine Hillis join our commit-
tee with MaryLou Andrews and Elizabeth Moore.

Applications can be found at:  https://forms.gle/evfMoiGqkUHiADji9

Social Media Master:  Ruth Lefko welcomes art to post on our Face-
book and Instagram sites.

We are in continuing conversations with venues for 2028 and 2029.  
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me with your contacts and 
suggestions. What a great way to explore Virginia and embrace the 
beautiful artwork that Virginia watercolorists produce.

Please don’t hesitate to let me know If you have ideas for future 
events or activities for our membership. We are in lively discussions 
about accepting Aquaboard for future exhibitions and would love 
to hear your thoughts about broadening the scope of our work. 
Details for the Annual Business Meeting will be available in our 
next newsletter.

Trish Crowe
President, VWS



 Greetings from  
 Richmond,
home to the 47th annual Virginia Watercolor 
Society 2026 juried exhibition. We, the VWS 
Exhibition committee, are excited to host this 
year’s show at the highly esteemed Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts, recently named by the 
Washington Post “ the 12th Best Art Museum 
in the United States”.  VMFA is especially proud 
to be the only U.S. art museum to be open 365 
days a year, with free general admission. Most 
significantly, the museum has never hosted a 
state-wide juried watercolor exhibition before.

Our show will be held in the VMFA’s 21st Cen-
tury Gallery, a premium location easily accom-
modating at least 105 paintings. With 36,000 
members of VMFA, our show will benefit from 
exceptional exposure, perhaps sparking the 
interest of many aspiring Virginia watercolorists.  
A special exhibition of American watercolors 
from the permanent VMFA collection will be on 
display in the Mary Ann Frable Works on Paper 
Gallery. Many of these watercolors have not 
been exhibited for decades! An Andrew Wyeth 
work from this collection has never before been 
on display, so this is a rare opportunity to view 
not only the Wyeth painting, but also more re-
cent acquisitions, such as, works by Stuart Davis, 
Charles Demuth and Maurice Prendergast 
(a gift from Dr Jack Frable). The McGlothlin 
Collection has several stunning watercolors 
by Winslow Homer, John Singer Sargent, and 
Childe Hassam.

Mary Whyte, our juror of awards and workshop 
instructor, will have a book signing on Saturday 
September 26th of her latest book  “An Artist’s 
Life”.  The book will be available at the VMFA 
gift shop. Her Portrait and Figurative workshop 
will be a special opportunity to learn and watch 
an internationally recognized master artist in 
person. “All levels are encouraged to attend” 
according to Mary. Having taken her workshop 
before I can tell you she is very giving of her 
time and talent.

Wait, a few other surprises will be posted in 
future news releases!  So come visit historic 
Richmond, see the sights, spend the night and 
get your brushes painting so you will be a part 
of this once in a lifetime Virginia Watercolor 
Society event. We look forward to seeing 
you there.

Best Regards,
– Bev Perdue, 2026 Exhibition Co-Chairman

Please note: 
The registration for the two-day workshop will be posted in spring of 2026. 

We expect a robust response and will have a 
lottery drawing to select participants. 

You must be a VWS member to participate in the workshop. 

For questions or more information please direct your 
questions to Richie Moseley at: VWSart2026@gmail.com

2 0 2 6  E X H I B I T I O N  N E W S

Please go to our website to enter the 

47th Annual VWS Exhibition.

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org
The committee is accepting entries from 

April 1 till May 22, 2026





2026 Creasy-Johnson Student Scholarship 
 
Dear Art Coordinator/Teacher and Parents of Virginia High School students and students, 
we hope your school year is off to a great start, and your students are busy crea@ng. On behalf 
of the Virginia Watercolor Society, I would like to inform you about an exci@ng opportunity for 
your Virginia high school art students.  
 
To further the society’s mission of fostering the advancement and study of water media 
pain@ng, the Virginia Watercolor Society opens its annual exhibit to a selected high school art 
student. The society requests submissions of fine student watercolor pain@ngs on paper 
completed within the last two years and conforming to the guidelines in the prospectus, which 
will be emailed at the beginning of 2026. If you wish to be added to the mailing list or have any 
ques@ons, please send them to vws.student.honor@gmail.com with the subject line “VWS 
student exhibit.” 
 
This year’s VWS 47th annual exhibit will be held at the pres@gious Virginia Museum of Fine Art, 
in Richmond, Virginia, from September 5th through November 2nd. This is a unique opportunity 
for the winning student to showcase their talent in a world-class museum.  The work, submi[ed 
digitally, will be juried by a panel of qualified judges.  
 
The winning pain+ng will be included in the annual exhibit at the VMFA, with professional 
framing paid for by the society.  
The student will receive a full-color print annual exhibi+on catalog featuring their work. 
The winning student will receive a $200.00 award. 
 
Members of the educa@on commi[ee hope the students will add this honor to their college 
applica@ons and por\olios.  
 
The entry deadline, subject to change, is Friday, May 1, 2026, at 11:59 PM. 
 
The student submission is open to all Virginia High School students in public, private, or 
home-school seNngs. Feel free to forward this email to any interested par+es. 
 
Sincerely,  
Virginia Watercolor Society,  Educa+on CommiRee 
 
Trish Crowe,    VWS President  vwstrishcrowe@gmail.com 
Victor and Lynne Frailing,  Commi[ee chair victorfrailing@gmail.com 
MaryLou and Sandy Andrews    marylou.andrews46@gmail.com 
Gina Buzby       ginabuz@aol.com 
Elizabeth Moore     ebmoore48@gmail.com 
Catherine Hillis     catherine.h.hillis@gmail.com 
 

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org 

September 5th through November 1st.



South Central
Area Rep:  Ursula Burgess

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Cathy Tyler participated at the Bon Air Artists Association 
Annual Charity Show March 15, 2026. 25% of all sales from 
the juried show went to World Pediatrics. More than 40 
artists participated with around 400 paintings in oil, water-
color, acrylic, pastel, colored pencil and photography.

P L E I N  A I R  E V E N T



Richmond
Area Rep:  Richie Mosley

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Christopher Wynn, a member of Bon Air, had 
his painting “Los Tres” accepted into the 2026 159th 
American Watercolor Society to be held at the 
Salmagundi Club in NYC. He also has work accepted into 
the 2026 Southern Watercolor, Alabama, Kentucky 
AquaVenture 2026, and received First Place in the Santa 
Clara Valley, California watercolor society online show.

Susan Stuller, VWS, NWS, TWSA-M has had her 
watercolor “Kisses in the Wind” accepted into the 2026 
American Watercolor Exhibition in NY. She has also had 
her painting “Whiskey Reflections” selected for the 
Southern Watercolor Exhibition in Quincy Florida. Susan 
will be teaching a workshop at the Studio School this 
June in Roanoke, VA. as well as a mentoring workshop at 
Crossroads Art Center April 17 and 18.

Ron Andrea had the honor of judging student art for 
the 2026 Hanover County Public Schools Youth Art Show 
at the Montpelier Center for Arts and Education. 139 
works of kindergarten through twelfth grade students 
were juried into the show by HCPS art instructors. Art 
included paintings, collages, paper mache, photographs, 
lithographs, digital, clay, and mixed media. Ron selected 
five ribbon receivers in each of four groupings.

“Los Tres”, 
watercolor by Christopher Wynn

“Kisses in the Wind”, 
watercolor by Susan Stuller

“Whiskey Reflections”, 
watercolor by Susan Stuller



Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep:  Gina Buzby

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

MaryLou Andrews was honored recently by the 
Mid-Southern Watercolorists with the Best in Show, Gold-
Medal awarded for her watercolor, “Working Late”.

MaryLou Andrews, watercolor, “Working Late”

John E. James’, watercolor,  
“Stringing A Thought-X22”

Sue Lichacz, watercolor, “Winter Whispers in Color”

Sue Lichacz received the “Member’s Choice” award 
for “Winter Whispers in Color” at the Chesapeake Bay 
Watercolorists Winter Tales Show. 

John E. James, AWS, VWS had his painting, “Stringing A 
Thought-Red and Yellow” accepted into the California Water-
color Association 56th International Exhibition. “Stringing A 
Thought-X22”, won the Silver Award in the Southern Water-
color Society and for the South Carolina Watercolor Society 
2026 Spring Digital Show he won Best of Show for  
“Balancing Act”.

He also had 2 paintings 
selected for the Arizona 
Aqueous XL as well paint-
ings selected for the follow-
ing upcoming shows: the 
Georgia Watercolor Society 
National Exhibition, the 
Illinois Watercolor Society 
42nd National, Spokane 
Watercolor Society 
National, Watercolor 
Society of Alabama National, 
Louisianna Watercolor 56th 
Annual International 
Exhibition, the Western 
Federation of Watercolor 
Societies 51st Exhibition, 
and the National 
Watercolor Society 2026 
Member’s Online Exhibition.

John E. James’, watercolor,  
“Balancing Act”

John E. James’, watercolor,  
“Stringing A Thought-Red and 
Yellow”



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Gwendolyn Bragg currently has a 
painting “Night Crossing – Budapest” in the 
Southern Watercolor Society show. “Stepping 
Back - Matera” will be in the Transparent 
Watercolor Society of America Exhibition in 
Kenosha Wisconsin. And “Coast Colors II” is 
headed to the Watercolor Society of 
Alabama’s exhibition.

Alexandria & Arlington
Area Rep:  Michael Potashnik

Southwest
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

Vera Dickerson will have an art open 
house with Courtney Cronin on Saturday, 10-4, 
May 2, 2026 at 2101 Avenel Ave, Roanoke, Va. 

She will also have an exhibit at Hahn Garden 
Center, Virginia Tech, during the months of May 
and June.

Congratulations to our Southwest area artist, 

Kevin Deck, who had his painting, “Tower of 
Power”, included in the prestigious AWS travel-
ing exhibit at the Piedmont Arts in Martinsville, 
VA recently. The exhibit ended March 28, 2026.

“Tower of Power”, watercolor by Kevin Deck

Collaborative Workshop on Abstract Painting

Mike Potashnik, vws is launching a collabo-
rative workshop on Abstract Painting for members 
of the McLean Art Society. The workshop which 
will be held on April 22 is for artists at all levels 
and will provide a supportive learning environ-
ment for painting and sharing feedback on each 
others work. There will also be sharing of tech-
niques of abstract painting with acrylics including  
discussions of the works of outstanding abstract 
painters. The workshop is experimental and will 
continue if participants consider it useful.  

This painting 
by Michael 
Potashnik will be 
one of several 
works discussed 
in the workshop.

“Night Crossing - Budapest”, 
watercolor by 
Gwendolyn Bragg

“Stepping Back - Matera”, 
watercolor by Gwendolyn Bragg

“Coast Colors II”, 
watercolor by 

Gwendolyn Bragg



Northern
Area Rep:  Janet Hansen Martinet

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Mike Flynn has a painting, ‘Big Blue’, accepted in the 
spring exhibit, “Art at the Mill”, Millwood, VA.

Lorrie Herman has 5 paintings at the Art at the Mill 
Spring show at the Historic Burwell-Morgan Mill in Millwood, 
VA. The show opens April 18 and ends on May 3, 2026.  
www.clarkehistory.org/artatthemill.  
 
Vale Arts Spring 2026 Art Show and Sale is coming up on 
April 24 - 26, 2026 at the historic Vale School house in 
Oakton, VA. The show is open 10 to 6 each day. 
Vale School House, 3124 Foxmill Road, Oakton, VA.
www.valearts.com  

 
Lorrie is also teaching weekly watercolor classes in Historic 
Herndon at the First Baptist Church of Herndon. Please refer 
to her website for more infomation. 
www.lorriehermanart.com

Mike Flynn, watercolor, “Big Blue”

Lorrie Herman, watercolor, “Tea Time”, class demo. 

Janet Hansen 
Martinet, 
watercolor, 
“The Bluebells 
of 
Donnybrook 
Farm” 

Janet Hansen 
Martinet, 
watercolor, 
“Bluebell 
Time” 

Janet Hansen Martinet Martinet is the April Artist 
of the Month at the Loft Gallery of Occoquan, 313 Mill St., 
Occoquan. Her theme is “Watercolorful” and includes 
watercolor collage and paintings. The show dates are 
Tuesday, April 7 – Sunday, May 3. Meet-The-Artist Reception 
on Saturday, April 18, 2026, from 1-4 pm. 



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Scottish Clouds”, watercolor by David Eakin

Piedmont
Area Rep:  David Eakin

“Freefalling”, 
watercolor by 

Catherine Hillis

Trish Crowe, (@crowe.trish) won an 
Honorable Mention for her watercolor, 
“Boulanger,” in the 2026 All-Member 
Exhibition at the Manor Mill Gallery 
(@manormillgallery ) in Monkton, MD, 
running March 14 through May 9, 2026.

The Claudius Project is the 3rd in a series 
of Poisonous species in Virginia. Watercolor 
cover designs by Trish Crowe for each. 
Published by the University of Virginia. 
Authored by The Claudius Team and the 
Virginia Master Naturalists.

“Boulanger”, 
watercolor, 
by Trish Crowe

Catherine Hillis was 
the Grand Prize Winner for 
the “Cityscapes” category in 
International Artist 
Magazine for her paint-
ing “Freefalling.” Her prize 
includes an article in Art 
Collector Magazine and 
she’ll be featured in the 
next International Artist 
Magazine as well. Hillis also 
had a painting accepted in 
the Southern Watercolor 
Society Exhibition and she’ll 
serve as judge for the inau-
gural plein air event with 
the Hilton Head Art League 
in April.

David Eakin, “Scottish Clouds” was 
chosen for an Honorable Mention award at 
the 94th Annual Lynchburg Civic Art Show, 
Georgia Morgan memorial- at the 
Lynchburg Art Club.  

“The Claudius Project:  
Poisonous Mushrooms in Virginia”, 

cover design in watercolor, 
by Trish Crowe



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Jean Gill , AWS, NWS has been awarded 2nd Place in 
the WCWS Rockies West 36th National Show, 2nd Place in 
the PVW Spring 2026 Members Online Show, and the Gold 
Award in the SW 49th Annual Watermedia Exhibition. Her 
work has also been accepted into the National Watercolor 
Society Signature & Associate Members’ Exhibition which 
begins May 1, 2026.

Deidre Pistochini will be the featured artist for the 
month of May at Art a la Carte Gallery in historic Occoquan, 
VA. Her “Meet the Artist” reception is scheduled for Saturday, 
May 2nd, 1-4 pm. 

“Waiting For Cinderella,” watercolor by Carolyn Marshall Wright

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

“Yellow Coconuts”, watercolor by Jean Gill

Carolyn Marshall Wright is showing her watermedia 
abstract work in the “Happiness of Color 2026” exhibit at the 
Byrne Gallery in Middleburg, VA from April 1 to May 3, with a 
Gallery Talk on April 18. She will exhibit several watercolors 
and also demonstrate a bit at Touchstone Gallery in 
Washington, DC, during their 50th Anniversary Exhibit 
“Medium-Material-Method”,  from May 28 to June 7. She 
was juried into Signature Status with Baltimore Watercolor 
Society last fall. Her painting “Waiting for Cinderella” was 
chosen as a Finalist for Splash 27:  The Best of Watercolor, to 
be published in July 2026.

Craig Wright was juried in to become the newest mem-
ber of the Art à la Carte Gallery in Occoquan, VA. Craig joins 
28 other juried artists displaying a wide range of artwork 
created by local Virginia artisans. In addition, Craig was 
awarded Signature Artist status with the Georgia Watercolor 
Society (GWS) with his 3rd National Exhibition invitation in a 
row.  He was also awarded Signature Artist status by a jury of 
his peers with the Baltimore Watercolor Society (BWS).  



VWS NEWSLETTER &  
SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES 

(As of June 19, 2023)

This is an overview for submitting news and art images for 
the VWS newsletter (Waterlogue) and social media platforms.  
The guidelines outline what may be included on VWS social 
media platforms and the Waterlogue newsletter. This docu-
ment will serve as a reference for members, the Waterlogue 
Newsletter Editor and Social Media Manager (“Editors”), and 
VWS Area Reps (“Reps”). Guidelines are subject to change.  

For this document “watercolor(s)” refers to watercolor(s) and 
water-based media.

CHANNEL of INFORMATION

All member news and materials for the newsletter and 
social media platforms will be sent to the member’s VWS 
Rep, not directly to the Editors.  Reps will be responsible for 
forwarding the member materials to the Editors. The pur-
pose of this channel is to help filter content and to reduce 
the volume of emails the Editors receive from members. With 
the VWS membership at more than 400 artists, the funneling 
to the Reps is more manageable for the Editors and helps the 
Rep learn more about the members in their region.  

ACCEPTANCE of SUBMITTED MATERIAL

Submitted materials will be reviewed for content and rele-
vancy by Reps and Editors who reserve the right to accept or 
reject any item. Rejections may occur if the submission does 
not adhere to the guidelines. An Editors’ time and space may 
also be factors for submissions not being posted.

We love getting pictures with your information. It’s even bet-
ter when the artists’ name and title of the painting is in the 
file name. If you have trouble renaming the image file, please 
make a good description in the email so it can be indentified. 

Alexandria & Arlington  
Michael Potashnik

potashnikm@gmail.com

Northern 
Janet Hansen Martinet
hansenm_Janet@att.net

Fairfax  
Carolyn Marshall Wright

c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Richmond  
Richie Mosley

richiemosley@yahoo.com

Necks & Peninsula  
Linda Wright

lindawrightconsultant@gmail.com

Piedmont  
David Eakin

dreakin57@gmail.com

South Central  
Ursula Burgess

ucburgess@gmail.com

Southwestern  
Angela Shields

donandangel@gmail.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore  
Gina Buzby 

ginabuz@aol.com

Western Ridge & Valley  
Connie Fisher

cbfisherartist@gmail.com

Out of State & Signature Members  
Chee Ricketts 

chee@cheekludtricketts.com

VWS AREA REPRESENTATIVE CONTACTS:

Deadline: 
July 1, 2026

Summer 2026 
NEWSLETTER


