
VWS Newsletter:  
W INTER  2026

Letter from the VWS President:

As we embrace this new 
year, I am delighted to share 
the exciting news our Board 
has in store for the coming 
years. Our 47th Annual 
Virginia Watercolor Society 
2026 Juried Exhibition at 
the Virginia Museum of Fine 
Arts will open on Septem-
ber 5 until November 2.  I 

hope you are painting and preparing your best work for this 
fabulous opportunity. Chair, Bev Perdue will share prelimi-
nary details in this issue of Waterlogue with more to come as 
we move closer to our deadlines.

A couple noteworthy announcements are:

1.  Lynne Frailing, Chair of VWS Membership welcomes Co-
Chair, Jon Moneymaker, an artist in Yorktown and founder 
of the Peninsula Watermedia Society. Lynne has offered to 
further represent our Lifetime Members.  

2.  Chair of VWS Creasy-Johnson Student Award, Vic Frailing, 
welcomes Gina Buzby, artist in Norfolk and Catherine Hillis, 
artist in Locust Grove to join the committee with MaryLou 
and Sandy Andrews and Elizabeth Moore.

3.  Newly appointed as Social Media Master:  Ruth Lefko, 
artist in Christiansburg has new themes for our Facebook 
and Instagram presence

It came to my attention, that VWS also offers a College Grant 
and/or Scholarship. This can be accessed on our website 
under About Us; Education Fund. Click on College Scholar-

ship/Application Form or The Grant Proposal/Application 
Form. The amounts will be determined by the commit-
tee, not to exceed $1000.

Meanwhile, we hope to host our Annual VWS Member-
ship Spring Soiree. Please let me know if you are interest-
ed on serving on this committee. It is a great opportunity 
to visit with fellow VWS Members!

I am especially delighted to announce our 48th Annual 
Exhibition to be held at the ARTfactory in Historic 
Manassas Virginia. Juror and workshop leader:  Jean 
Pederson from Calgary was secured with thanks 
to David Eakin. This will be a new venue for VWS and I 
welcome you to join the committee. Please contact 
me, if you are interested.

We are in conversations with venues for 2028 and 2029.  
Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me with your con-
tacts and suggestions. This is an opportunity to explore 
Virginia and embrace the beautiful artwork that Virginia 
watercolorists produce.

Trish Crowe
President, VWS



2026 Creasy-Johnson Student Scholarship 
 
Dear Art Coordinator/Teacher and Parents of Virginia High School students and students, 
we hope your school year is off to a great start, and your students are busy crea@ng. On behalf 
of the Virginia Watercolor Society, I would like to inform you about an exci@ng opportunity for 
your Virginia high school art students.  
 
To further the society’s mission of fostering the advancement and study of water media 
pain@ng, the Virginia Watercolor Society opens its annual exhibit to a selected high school art 
student. The society requests submissions of fine student watercolor pain@ngs on paper 
completed within the last two years and conforming to the guidelines in the prospectus, which 
will be emailed at the beginning of 2026. If you wish to be added to the mailing list or have any 
ques@ons, please send them to vws.student.honor@gmail.com with the subject line “VWS 
student exhibit.” 
 
This year’s VWS 47th annual exhibit will be held at the pres@gious Virginia Museum of Fine Art, 
in Richmond, Virginia, from September 5th through November 2nd. This is a unique opportunity 
for the winning student to showcase their talent in a world-class museum.  The work, submi[ed 
digitally, will be juried by a panel of qualified judges.  
 
The winning pain+ng will be included in the annual exhibit at the VMFA, with professional 
framing paid for by the society.  
The student will receive a full-color print annual exhibi+on catalog featuring their work. 
The winning student will receive a $200.00 award. 
 
Members of the educa@on commi[ee hope the students will add this honor to their college 
applica@ons and por\olios.  
 
The entry deadline, subject to change, is Friday, May 1, 2026, at 11:59 PM. 
 
The student submission is open to all Virginia High School students in public, private, or 
home-school seNngs. Feel free to forward this email to any interested par+es. 
 
Sincerely,  
Virginia Watercolor Society,  Educa+on CommiRee 
 
Trish Crowe,    VWS President  vwstrishcrowe@gmail.com 
Victor and Lynne Frailing,  Commi[ee chair victorfrailing@gmail.com 
MaryLou and Sandy Andrews    marylou.andrews46@gmail.com 
Gina Buzby       ginabuz@aol.com 
Elizabeth Moore     ebmoore48@gmail.com 
Catherine Hillis     catherine.h.hillis@gmail.com 
 

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org 



47th Virginia Watercolor Society  
2026 Juried Exhibition

September 5 to November 2, 2026
at the

Virginia Museum of Fine Arts (VMFA)
200 N. Arthur Ashe Blvd. n  Richmond, VA  23220-4007

www.vmfa.museum

2-Day Workshop:
Thursday, September 24 and Friday, September 25, 2026 

with Mary Whyte

VWS Events
Saturday, September 5, 2026
VWS Exhibition opens at VMFA

Friday, September 25, 2026
VWS Reception at the VMFA

Claiborne Robertson Room, VMFA

Saturday, September 26
Registration for VWS Members Annual Meeting

and
VWS Annual Business Meeting

Claiborne Robertson Room, VMFA
VWS Awards Dinner

Saturday, September 26
Cochrane Atrium, VMFA

Awards Dinner
(Reservations are required to attend)

Monday, November 2, 2026
Exhibition Closes

The prospectus will be posted on the 
VWS website in the spring of 2026.

“We are very excited to have the VWS 47th Annual Juried Exhibition 
hosted by the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, one of the top ten fine art 
museums in the United States.

In 2017, I asked Alex Nyerges, Director of the VMFA, about hosting the 
2020 VWS exhibition. Alex indicated that he needed a longer lead time 
for exhibition space at the VMFA. At his suggestion we held the 2020 
VWS exhibition next door at the Virginia Museum of History and 
Culture. Alex promised me that the next time Richmond was selected 
to be the location of our annual VWS Show, the VMFA would be 
pleased to host it.  

This is the first time that the VMFA has hosted an event of this type for 
any art association in the Commonwealth. We are honored that our 
exhibition will be in the beautiful 21st Century Contemporary American 
Art Gallery. It is a beautiful location and space. There will be some on-
going construction during our two months exhibition at VMFA, so bring 
your best art and your hard hats too. We will have a dinner reception for 
the awards given out by our juror of awards, Mary Whyte.

This will be an exciting weekend getaway to the capital city of the 
Commonwealth as it continues to celebrate the 250th anniversary of 
the founding of our country. Be sure to put it on your calendars.”

– Bev Perdue, 2026 Exhibition Co-Chairman

Exhibition Juror:
Dr. Christopher Oliver, 

Associate Curator of American Art, VMFA

Awards Juror and Workshop Instructor:
Mary Whyte,

acclaimed artist, and author of  “An Artist’s Life”

Please note: The registration for the two-day workshop 
will be posted in spring of 2026. We expect a robust 
response and will have a lottery drawing to select 

participants. You must be a VWS member to 
participate in the workshop. 

For questions or more information please direct your 
questions to Richie Moseley at: VWSart2026@gmail.com

VWS 2026 
Exhibition Committee
Front: 
Joan Malone and Bev Perdue
Rear: 
Richie Mosely, Jack Frable, 
Ellie Cox and Mary Cox

Best in Show VWS 2025, “Orange You Glad, Too”, watercolor by 
Chris Krupinski



Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep:  Gina Buzby

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Linda McCausland’s newest painting is titled . . . 
“Threshold”. She wanted to show the passing of knowledge 
from a parent to a child. 

Charlie Frances Recent News: Going Big, The Collabo-
ration, Taste Gallery, VA Beach, VA Feb-Sept 2026, He will be 
exhibiting with 9 other watercolorists, 8 being VWS members 
MaryLou Andrews, Tom Duntemann, Lynne Fraiing, Holly 
Etheridge, John James, Jon Moneymaker, Pam Oden and 
Vonnie Whitworth. 

“Door Dash” was accepted in the 49th Annual Juried 
Exhibition 2026 Southern Watercolor Society, Quincy, FL 
Feb - April 2026.

“Drawing Lines in the Sand” was accepted in the 56th Annual 
Juried Exhibition, Mid Southern Watercolor Society, Little 
Rock, AR, March - May 2026.

New theme, New Work and NEW YEARS EVE  “DJ Maeve at the 
NYE Rave” 

Linda McCausland, watercolor, “Threshold”

Charlie Frances, watercolor, “DJ Maeve at the NYE Rave”

While the very successful Virginia Watercolor Society 46th 
Exhibition at Radford is still on our minds, it is time to look 
ahead to the 47th VWS Exhibition to be held at the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts (VMFA) in Richmond, September 5 to 
November 2, 2026. The exhibition Local Arrangements 
Committee is working hard and has had several meetings. 
Details will soon appear on the VWS website. The awards 
juror will be Mary Whyte, a very well-known teacher of 
watercolor painting and she will provide a two-day 
workshop in one of the painting studios at the Visual Arts 
Center in Richmond, not far from VMFA. 

 This promises to be an outstanding exhibition. 
Thank you for your help and support of the 

47th VWS Exhibition in 2026!

Richmond
Area Rep:  Richie Mosley

Individual, corporate, awards and memorial 
donor forms are available by contacting 

Susan Stuller or William Frable.

If there are questions, please contact 
susanmstuller@gmail.com (804) 350-1891

or  
wfrable@vcu.edu (804) 614-6236



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Mike Potashnik & Jane McElvany Coonce
A few months ago the McLean Art Society established a pop-up, McLean 
Art Gallery, in the Chesterbrook Shopping Center located at 6224 Old 
Dominion Drive in Mclean. The gallery features the art work of some 42 
members of the society and consist of paintings, sculptures and other 
3-d art. Mike Potashnik, VWS was instrumental in establishing the gal-
lery which is supported by Federal Realty. Jane McElvany Coons, a VWS 
member, is serving as gallery director. The gallery is already very popular 
among the residents of Mclean, Arlington and other towns in Fairfax 
County. Sales have been brisk. 

Alexandria & Arlington
Area Rep:  Michael Potashnik

Southwest
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

Matt Gentry 
Matt Gentry Plein Air Opportunity:
ArtsYNRV, a program of Montgomery Museum of Art and 
History, will hold a 4-day Plein Air event May-27-30 in 
Montgomery County, Virginia, led by Matt Gentry. Subjects 
of the Plein Air will be historic sites in Montgomery County. 
A Call for Entries will go out shortly. In the meantime, inter-
ested artists can contact Susan Hansen, nhshansen@att.net.

Susan Stuller will teach a four day watercolor workshop 
at The Studio School in Roanoke, June 2-5, 2026. The fee is 
$475 for the four days, with a deposit of $200 to hold your 

“McDonald’s Mill”, plein air watercolor by Matt Gentry

“Time in Motion”, watercolor by Susan Stuller

space. Make 
checks to The 
Studio School. 
Mail your deposit 
to Vera Dickerson, 
148 West Arrow-
head Ct., Trout-
ville, VA 24175. 
Include your 
phone and email. 
You will receive a 
supply list and 
class description.

“Prague Street 
Traffic”, 
watercolor by 
Susan Stuller



Northern
Area Rep:  Janet Hansen Martinet

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Lorrie Herman just had one of her landscapes in the  
Women Artists of the DMV show at a new art center in 
Frederick, MD:  Artspirations Frederick. It was curated by 
Lenny Campello and one of the largest female only shows 
of it’s kind with over 400 artists and 19 venues and probably 
more to come.

Lorrie is one of 5 artists at the NIH Clinical Center for this 
quarter showing 8 of her watercolors in her “Treat” series. On 
display till April 1, 2026. 

Lorrie is also teaching weekly watercolor classes in Historic 
Herndon and teaching a one-day Watercolor Workshop at 
Arts Herndon on January 31st. Please refer to her website for 
more infomation. www.lorriehermanart.com

Janet Hansen Martinet received First People’s Choice 
Award for “Gotta Go in the Snow” in PAINT! Manassas, spon-
sored by p-ART-ners, at Grounds Central, November 2025, 
Manassas, VA. Hansen Martinet currently has a painting, 

“Dogwood Deconstructing”, accepted in the Women Artists 
of the DMV in the Falls Church Arts Gallery, 700 West Broad 
Street, Falls Church, VA 22046 . The show runs from January 
10 - February 22, 2026. Hansen Martinet’s painting was 
selected by juror Lenny Campello.

Janet Hansen Martinet, watercolor, “Dogwood Deconstructing”

Lorrie Herman, watercolor, “Dancing Macorons”

Mark A. Murphy, watercolor, “Blue Ridge Country Store” in Hume, VA.

Mark A. Murphy painted the Blue Ridge Country Store 
in Hume, VA. Murphy found a photo of the long-time owner 
online and added him in with his arms outstretched as he 
welcomed people in;  when his wife saw the painting, her 
tears flowed for quite some time. Murphy writes that, 
“You never know where your artistic journey will lead, but 
letting others, even strangers, join in on that journey can be 
very satisfying.”



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“The Proud Pigeon”, watercolor by Andrea Wild

Piedmont
Area Rep:  David Eakin

“The Wonder of It All”, watercolor by Catherine Hillis

David Eakin, Forest, has a painting accepted into the 
49th Annual Southern Watercolor Society exhibition at the 
Gadsden Arts Center & Museum 13 N. Madison St. Quincy, 
Florida 32351, “The Eyes Have It” .

Catherine Hillis won “Honorable Mention” in the 
October/November Modern Impressionist Magazine 
Salon for her painting “The Wonder of it All.”  The  judge was 
famed artist Albert Handell. She’s currently putting together 
pictures and information for an article about her work in an 
upcoming International Artist Magazine. 

Hillis will serve as juror for the January exhibit at the Louisa 
Arts Center in Virginia. She’ll also judge the premiere Art 
League of Hilton Plein Air Event in April. 

She has also been awarded Signature Membership in the 
National Watercolor Society. Her painting “The Wonder of It 
All” was selected for this year’s exhibition.

Andrea Wild, Bedford - “The Proud Pigeon”, watercolor is 
part of a 4 bird series. The birds are part of her mult-media 
solo show at the Bower Center of the Arts, 305 N Bridge St, 
Bedford, VA 24523 until 01/22/2026.

“The Eyes Have It”, acrylic by David Eakin



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Noreen Brunini, “Bluebell Fields” by Noreen Brunini was 
accepted into the 49th Southern Watercolor Society Annual 
Juried Exhibition which runs February 20, - Apr 25, 2026 at 
the Gadsden Art Center & Museum, Quincy, FL. The juror was 
Iain Stewart. Don’t we all wish we could get down there to 
see and and grab some sunshine!

Deborah Conn was chosen to be part of the Women 
Artists of the DMV exhibition, curated by Lenny Campello. 
Her piece, “Change in the Weather” is being shown at Falls 
Church Arts, one of the 19 venues used by this exhibition. 

Her painting “Hiding in Plain Sight” received the Artists’ 
Choice Award at the Baltimore Watercolor Society’s Mid-
Atlantic Show. The same painting was accepted into the 
American Watercolor Society’s 159th Exhibition to be held in 
New York City April 7 through May 1. Also, her painting 
“Unhoused Tim” received an Honorable Mention at the 
Potomac Valley Watercolorists Fall Show and Sale at 
St. Andrews.

Carolyn Marshall Wright also received an Honorable 
Mention at the PVW Fall Show and Sale, for her piece “Wait-
ing for Cinderella”. Her small work “Branching Out” received 
the award for Best Tabletop Painting at that same show. 

Craig Wright (no relation to Carolyn, above) received 
Second Place for his painting “Shirt and Tie” at the same PVW 
Fall Show and Sale. The Fairfax Region of VWS made a good 
showing at that exhibit!

“Waiting For Cinderella,” watercolor by Carolyn Marshall Wright

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

“Hiding in Plain Sight”, watercolor by Deborah Conn



VWS NEWSLETTER &  
SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES 

(As of June 19, 2023)

This is an overview for submitting news and art images for 
the VWS newsletter (Waterlogue) and social media platforms.  
The guidelines outline what may be included on VWS social 
media platforms and the Waterlogue newsletter. This docu-
ment will serve as a reference for members, the Waterlogue 
Newsletter Editor and Social Media Manager (“Editors”), and 
VWS Area Reps (“Reps”). Guidelines are subject to change.  

For this document “watercolor(s)” refers to watercolor(s) and 
water-based media.

CHANNEL of INFORMATION

All member news and materials for the newsletter and 
social media platforms will be sent to the member’s VWS 
Rep, not directly to the Editors.  Reps will be responsible for 
forwarding the member materials to the Editors. The pur-
pose of this channel is to help filter content and to reduce 
the volume of emails the Editors receive from members. With 
the VWS membership at more than 400 artists, the funneling 
to the Reps is more manageable for the Editors and helps the 
Rep learn more about the members in their region.  

ACCEPTANCE of SUBMITTED MATERIAL

Submitted materials will be reviewed for content and rele-
vancy by Reps and Editors who reserve the right to accept or 
reject any item. Rejections may occur if the submission does 
not adhere to the guidelines. An Editors’ time and space may 
also be factors for submissions not being posted.

We love getting pictures with your information. It’s even bet-
ter when the artists’ name and title of the painting is in the 
file name. If you have trouble renaming the image file, please 
make a good description in the email so it can be indentified. 

Alexandria & Arlington  
Michael Potashnik

potashnikm@gmail.com

Northern 
Janet Hansen Martinet
hansenm_Janet@att.net

Fairfax  
Carolyn Marshall Wright

c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Richmond  
Richie Mosley

richiemosley@yahoo.com

Necks & Peninsula  
Linda Wright

lindawrightconsultant@gmail.com

Piedmont  
David Eakin

dreakin57@gmail.com

South Central  
Ursula Burgess

ucburgess@gmail.com

Southwestern  
Angela Shields

donandangel@gmail.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore  
Gina Buzby 

ginabuz@aol.com

Western Ridge & Valley  
Connie Fisher

cbfisherartist@gmail.com

Out of State & Signature Members  
Chee Ricketts 

chee@cheekludtricketts.com

VWS AREA REPRESENTATIVE CONTACTS:

Deadline: 
April 1, 2026

Spring 2026 
NEWSLETTER


