
VWS Newsletter:  
FALL  2025

Letter from the VWS President:

Thank you to everyone who 
made our 46th Annual 
Virginia Watercolor Society’s 
Juried Exhibition in Radford 
such a successful event. 
Special thanks to Chairs:  
Michele Walter and Ruth 
Lefko and their committee:  
Krista Westman, Carl Lefko, 
Sue Hossack, Charlotte 
Chan, Linda Correll and 
Mary Osgood.

Our largest  exhibition ever with 120 pieces of art, were beau-
tifully curated on the walls of the Covington Center for Visual 
and Performing Arts at Radford Univesity. Radford, part of the 
New River Valley region where the University is a major anchor 
was a delight to visit.

Juror and workshop instructor, Iain Stewart, AWS, NWS, picked 
a beautiful show and was able to convey his comments on the 
art and awards through our Exhibition Committee who had 
everyone smiling! Congratulations to all the artists.  

Sydney Eom, our VWS Creasy-Johnson Student Award 
received our first high school award, along with a $200 hono-
rarium and $300 towards framing costs. Special thanks to our 
Chair, Vic Frailing and jury committee of 4 retired High School 
Art Teachers: Mary Lou and Stan Andrews, Kira Skala and 
Elizabeth Moore who made the final selection. This brings us 
full circle to John Creasy’s original mission:  “to help carry on 
the educational program that such a foundation (VWS) could 
promote.”

I would like to add a special thank you to Carl Lefko, who 
created the PowerPoint show:  RETROSPECTIVE of 1980 -2007 
of a sampling of our past entries from the preserved 35mm 
slides. It was wonderful to see them during the Members 

Sydney Eom

This painting has a lot 
to say!  Its dramatic 
use of composition, 
subject matter and 
technical skill are 
compelling. Particu-
larly effective is the 
use of warm and cool 
colors. The rendered 
hands and the facial 
expression are 
captured perfectly.

Sydney Eom
“Girl/Eggs”



Michele Sorenson at VWS’s 
Members’ Reception at the 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts

Ruth Lefko at VWS’s Members’ 
Reception at the Opening of 
VWS’s 46th Annual Exhibition 
at Radford University.

Reception. For those of you who wanted to see them more 
closely they should be on our website at the time the newslet-
ter is published.

Special thanks to Brenda Hounshell who steps down as 
Secretary and Nancy Harvey as Historian. We welcome 
Michele Walters as our new Secretary and Ursula Burgess 
as Chair of Area Reps who joins our Executive Board.

We thank Michele Sorenson who completes her term as VWS 
Social Media Master. She created the program as she champi-
oned our Virginia artists. 

Ruth Lefko, fresh off co-chairing the VWS Radford 46th Annual 
Exhibition joins the Executive Board as our new Social Media 
Master.  A gentle reminder that submissions for the social 
media platform are sent to your Area Rep, who then sends 
them to Ruth for inclusion.

An exciting year awaits!  We will host an eight week exhibi-
tion in 2026 at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. The 2 day 
workshop will be led by Mary Whyte. Christopher Oliver, Bev 
Perdue Jennings Associate Curator of American Art will curate 
the 47th Annual Virginia Watercolor Exhibition.

With all this energy and creativity, I am looking for members 
who might be interested in helping write the stories and 
photograph the events.  

Trish Crowe
President, VWS

Letter from the VWS President:  (continued)

Trish Crowe honoring our New 
Signature Members:

Sara Azzam

Apryl Altman

Jennifer Clark

Thomas Duntemann

Holly Frazier

Judy Holloway

Linda Holz

Paul Morse

Chris Pankow

Michele Rea



46th Virginia Watercolor Society 2025 
Juried Exhibition

September 26 to November 1, 2025
Radford University Art Museam, Covington Center 

Radford, Virginia

The Radford Show Team!

Carl Lefko, 
standing 
in for juror 
Iain Stewart 
presenting 
Charlie 
Frances with 
his First Place 
Award!

Waiting to see if my table got called!

Bev Perdue 
introducing  

the 2026 
VWS show in 
Richmond.

The art is beautiful displayed at the gallery at the Covington Center. 

The Lynchburg crew was there! 



Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep:  Gina Buzby

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Lynne Frailing, Watercolor, “Magnolia”, 

MaryLou Andrews watercolor “Hard At Work” was 
accepted into the Aqueous 2025 Exhibition, Sept. 12 - Nov.2. 
Also, her piece, “The Breadmaker” was accepted into the 
Northeast Watercolor Society’s 49th Annual National Juried 
Exhibition in Kent, Connecticut this month (October) 5-25. 
A third piece, “Art Was His Life” was accepted into the 
Pennsylvania Watercolor Society 46th Annual International 
Juried Exhibition. Finally, the aforementioned “Hard at Work” 
won an Award of Excellence at the recent Virginia Watercolor 
Society Exhibition. Congratulations, MaryLou!

Lynne Frailing  along with Vonnie Whitworth, Charlie 
Frances, John James, Jon Moneymaker, MaryLou Andrews, 
Tom Duntemann, and Holland Wendt Etheridge contributed 
to a Collaborative work hanging at Norfolk Botanical Gar-
dens. Lynne also was in a two person show with her husband 
showing 15 watercolors of hers and 12 photographs of his at 
the Charles Taylor Visual Art Center in Hampton and repeated that 
show together at the Williamsburg Landings Gallery through this 
past August. This beautiful Magnolia painting is Lynne’s.

MaryLou Andrews, watercolor, “The Bread Maker”

John James has won the M. Graham and Co. Merchan-
dise Award in the Northeast Watercolor Society 2025 for his 
painting “Blue Escape”. “Stringing a Thought - The Blues X-22” 
was awarded the Escoda/Holbein Merchandise Award in the 
62nd Annual Southwestern Watercolor Society Exhibition. 
He has also had paintings accepted into the following water-
color / water media societies:  Montana, Red River, Baltimore, 
Pittsburgh, South Carolina, Watercolor West Allied Artists of 
America 112th Exhibition, the University of Southern 

Mississippi National Juried exhibit and the Rocky Mountain 
National Exhibit.  Whew! Way to go John!

Tidewater Members 
who were honored to be juried into the 

VWS 2025 Exhibit were 
Gina Warren Buzby, Amani Elamin, Lynne Frailing, 

Vonnie Whitworth, and Achille Broennim. 

Award winners from our area were 
MaryLou Andrews, Charlie Frances (First Place)!, 

Tom Duntemann and John James 

Congratulations to all and way to represent our 
Tidewater / Eastern Shore region!



Gina Warren Buzby had her 
piece, “Not Yet Mom!” accepted into the 
South Carolina Watermedia Society’s 
48th Annual National Exhibition in 
Anderson, SC - through October 17th.  
Gina (and MaryLou) were excited to 
have attended the Iain Stewart - VWS 
workshop at the beautiful Selu Center 
near Radford University. 

Tidewater & Eastern Shore (continued)
Area Rep:  Gina Buzby

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Happy attendees at the Iain Stewart Workshop at the VWS Event at Radford University.

Peg Sheridan has four paintings in the Shenandoah 
Valley Watercolor Society’s 39th Annual Member’s Show at 
Virginia Mennonite Retirement Community in Harrisonburg.  
There are almost 100 water media pieces in this show. She 
won second place for her painting “Sea, Sky and Spires”.  Even 
more exciting, one of her students won Best in Show, another 
won People’s Choice, another one Artists’ Choice and another 
won an Honorable Mention!  The show is up through 
November 7. 
 
Peg is also in a group show right now at The Legacy, an 
assisted living facility in Staunton. The address is 1410A North 
Augusta Street, Staunton. The show is up through October 27. 
 
She will also be participating in “Tidelands Plein Air” in 
Tappahannock, VA, October 22-25.  There will be around 33 
artists competing in this event, culminating in a show on 
October 25 in Tappahannock. More information is at 
wwwtapparts.org. 

Constance (Connie) Fisher was excepted in the 
Baltimore Watercolor Society Mid-Atlantic Exhibition with 
her painting “Grand Rising” . The Exhibition is at the Kentlands 
Mansion in Gaithersburg,  MD and runs until January 11th.

She also has ten paintings in the Potomac River Artist Guild 
Show at the Ice House in Berkeley Springs. That show runs 
until November 2nd.

Western Ridge
Area Rep:  Connie Fisher

And finally, as a 
co-op member of 
the relatively new 
ShenArts Gallery 
on the Old Town 
Mall in 
Winchester, she 
has sold 3 paint-
ings and currently 
has 6 on display.

Connie Fisher, watercolor, “Grand Rising”



South Central  
Area Rep:  Usrsula Burgess

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Ursula Burgess, watercolor, “Retreat”

Penny Speidel had two paintings, “Christmas Morning 
Waves” and “Pink Dogwood Blooms” in the National Arts 
Program exhibition at VCU Health, Main Hospital from 
July 18 - September 7, 2025.

Penny Speidel, watercolor, “Christmas Morning Waves”

Ursula Burgess’ painting “Transformation” was accepted   
into the 2025 Juried Art Show of the MacCallum More 
Museum and Gardens. The exhibition lasted from Sep.14th 
to October 25th in Chase City.

The painting “Retreat” was 
accepted for the juried Art 
Show ‘Creative Prompt 
Backwards’ 2025 of the 
Red Door 104, a collaboration 
between painters and writers; 
Exhibition October 2025.

Currently shown in the 46th 
Virginia Watercolor Society 
2025 Juried Art Show, 
Radford, Virginia; 
“Explosion”, 
September 26th - 
November 1st, 2025

Ursula Burgess, watercolor, “Transformation”

Penny Speidel, watercolor, “Pink Dogwood Blooms”



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Sue Egbert 
- “Top of the 

Hill”

Southwest
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

Several VWS members won awards in the League of Roanoke 
Artists Showcase at The Jefferson Center. Our winners include:

Best in Show - Susan Egbert - “Top of the Hill”
Acrylic - first place - Beth Rodgers - “Virginia Farm”
Mixed media - first place - Angela Shields - “Delicately Demure”
Mixed media - second place - Susan Egbert - “Run, Simon, Run”
Work of Interest - Bobbie Caton - “Gentleman Canine”
Watercolor - second place - Jane Schafer - “River Gem”
Watercolor - third place - Leah Coffman - “Father and Son”
Tink Ewald Memorial Award - Sally Randles - “Standing Tall”

Vera Dickerson won second place and honorable 
mention in Mixed Media, Bath County Art Show.

Ruth Lefko’s painting, “At the End of My Cheese”, was 
accepted in the 2025 Mid-Atlantic Regional Watercolors 
Exhibition.

Sue Egbert won Best in Show at the Lynchburg 
Art Show - 
“Early Blooms”

Angela Shields - “Delicately Demure”        

Ruth Lefko - 
“At the End 
of My Cheese”

Jane Schafer -
”River Gem”

Susan Egbert - “Early Blooms”      



AJ Eccles and 
some of the 
women and her 
paintings from 
the “Women See 
Women” show.

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Biltmore 
Greenhouse”, 
watercolor 
by Holly Frazier

Piedmont
Area Rep:  David Eakin

AJ Eccles, Lynchburg, was one of six artists whose work 
was in the show “Women See Women” through the Lynchburg 
Art Club and Gallery in August. A highlight for her was having 
several of the women she painted come to the show from 
Orange, Virginia and at the Central Rappahannock Regional 
Library in Fredericksburg, VA.

Catherine Hillis is also a Top Finalist in the July Plein-
Air Salon competition for her painting, “More Daydreaming, 
Please.”  Her article, “In The Foothills,” was published in the 
recent issue of Watercolor Artist Magazine. Hillis has most 
recently served as juror for the September “Landscape and 
Water” Exhibit at the Fredericksburg Center for the 
Creative Arts. She will soon be leaving to teach in 
Montelparo, Italy.

Holly Frazier, Lynchburg, Received the Katie Hill Vaden 
Memorial award for her watercolor,” Biltmore Greenhouse”  
4th place, at the 52nd Lynchburg Art Festival, judge, Twyla 
Kitts, Richmond, VA.

“More 
Daydreaming, 
Please,” 
watercolor 
by 
Catherine 
Hillis

David Eakin, Forest, “Clouds on the Rise” was acceped into 
the 2025 BWS Mid-Atlantic Regional Watercolor Exhibition, 
Joel Popadics (AWS, ASMA) juror - October 10, 2025 through 
January 11, 2026.

“The Eyes Have It” was accepted into the Philadelphia Water 
Color Society’s 125th Anniversary International Exhibition 



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

David Eakin - “The Eyes Have It”

Piedmont  (continued)
Area Rep:  David Eakin

David Eakin - “Beyond the Roost”David Eakin - “Clouds on the Rise”

of Works on Paper - Dorrie Rifkin, juror, the show dates are 
October 18 - November 26, 2025. It also recieved “The Elaine 
Edwards award” at the Philadelphia watercolor society’s works 
on paper. 

Jean K. Gill, AWS, NWS has received the Bronze in the 
ongoing BWS Mid-Atlantic Regional, 3rd Place in the current 
46th VWS Annual and the Members’ Award in the PWCS 125th 
International. She also earned a Special Award in the Missouri 
International Watercolor Exhibition, the Virginia Watercolor 
Society Award in the Potomac Valley Watercolorists’ Green 
Spring Gardens Show and First Place in the Philadelphia 
Watercolor Society’s Members’ Show.

Deidre Pistochini’s painting “Showing Off” was juried 
into the Baltimore Watercolor Society’s 2025 Mid-Atlantic 
Regional Watercolor Exhibition. The show runs from October 
10, 2025 through January 11, 2026 at the Kentlands Mansion 
and Art Barn in Gaithersburg, MD.  And, for Deidre, the third 
year’s a charm! She has now achieved Signature status in this 
prestigious society. In addition, Deidre had her first solo art 
show, “A Naturalist’s Perspective” at Green Spring Garden Park’s 
Historic House in Alexandria, VA from August 19 - October 5, 
2025. Her curated show featured 23 paintings highlighting 
the beautiful flora and fauna of Virginia. 

Carolyn Marshall Wright was chosen to be part of the 
“Women Artists of the DMV” the largest survey exhibition of 
women artists in the United States. The survey’s exhibition, 
organized by internationally known curator F. Lenny 
Campello, is ongoing through the end of the year across “Showing Off,” watercolor by Diedre Pistochini.

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

sixteen venues in the District, Virginia and Maryland. Carolyn’s 
piece is hanging in the gallery at Children’s National Hospital. 
She is one of only 400 artists chosen from over 4,000 applicants.

 
 “Beyond the Roost” was selected as a finalist in Artist 
Magazine in the September/October issue and the Best of 
Acrylic special Fall issue.



VWS NEWSLETTER &  
SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES 

(As of June 19, 2023)

This is an overview for submitting news and art images for 
the VWS newsletter (Waterlogue) and social media platforms.  
The guidelines outline what may be included on VWS social 
media platforms and the Waterlogue newsletter. This docu-
ment will serve as a reference for members, the Waterlogue 
Newsletter Editor and Social Media Manager (“Editors”), and 
VWS Area Reps (“Reps”). Guidelines are subject to change.  

For this document “watercolor(s)” refers to watercolor(s) and 
water-based media.

CHANNEL of INFORMATION

All member news and materials for the newsletter and 
social media platforms will be sent to the member’s VWS 
Rep, not directly to the Editors.  Reps will be responsible for 
forwarding the member materials to the Editors. The pur-
pose of this channel is to help filter content and to reduce 
the volume of emails the Editors receive from members. With 
the VWS membership at more than 400 artists, the funneling 
to the Reps is more manageable for the Editors and helps the 
Rep learn more about the members in their region.  

ACCEPTANCE of SUBMITTED MATERIAL

Submitted materials will be reviewed for content and rele-
vancy by Reps and Editors who reserve the right to accept or 
reject any item. Rejections may occur if the submission does 
not adhere to the guidelines. An Editors’ time and space may 
also be factors for submissions not being posted.

We love getting pictures with your information. It’s even bet-
ter when the artists’ name and title of the painting is in the 
file name. If you have trouble renaming the image file, please 
make a good description in the email so it can be indentified. 

Alexandria & Arlington  
Michael Potashnik

potashnikm@gmail.com

Northern 
Janet Hansen Martinet
hansenm_Janet@att.net

Fairfax  
Carolyn Marshall Wright

c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Richmond  
Richie Mosley

richiemosley@yahoo.com

Necks & Peninsula  
Linda Wright

lindawrightconsultant@gmail.com

Piedmont  
David Eakin

dreakin57@gmail.com

South Central  
Ursula Burgess

ucburgess@gmail.com

Southwestern  
Angela Shields

donandangel@gmail.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore  
Gina Buzby 

ginabuz@aol.com

Western Ridge & Valley  
Connie Fisher

cbfisherartist@gmail.com

Out of State & Signature Members  
Chee Ricketts 

chee@cheekludtricketts.com

VWS AREA REPRESENTATIVE CONTACTS:

Deadline: 
January 1, 2026

Winter 2026 
NEWSLETTER


