Letter from the VWS President:

How quickly the time flies!

The entries are in for our 46th VIRGINIA
WATERCOLOR SOCIETY’s 2025 Juried Exhibition.
The Radford University Art Museum and the
Covington Center will be a perfect venue. At
the Member’s Opening Reception you will be
treated to a sampling of our past entries from
the preserved 35mm slides. Special thanks to
Carl Lefko who created the PowerPoint show:
RETROSPECTIVE of 1980 -2007.

Michele Walter and Ruth Lefko, our Chairs, would love some fun member facts
to share with participants and guests and the committee always welcomes sup-
port and donations. | hope you watched the stunning Radford video by Sean
Kaotz. This is a serious team effort hosted by the New River Valley art communi-
ty that showcases the best of watercolor media in Virginia.

We received 431 entries from 180 applicants. Our juror and workshop instructor,
lain Stewart, AWS, NWS has made the final decisions for this year’s exhibition.

Our VWS Creasy Johnson Student committee will present its first high school art
student artwork juried into this year’s exhibition along with a $200 honorarium
and $300 towards framing costs. Special thanks to our Chair, Vic Frailing and jury
committee of 4 retired High School Art Teachers who made the final selection.
This brings us full circle to John Creasy’s original mission: “to help carry on the
educational program that such a foundation (VWS) could promote.”

It is impossible to thank all our Board and all the volunteers who make VWS
possible, but | would like to extend my personal thanks to Jack Frable whose
support made our VWS Spring Soiree’ at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts during
the Frida Kahlo: Frida: Beyond the Myth, possible.

May this be the first of many opportunities to celebrate our community and the
best of art in Virginia.

Trish Crowe
President, VWS

VWS Newsletter:
SUMMER 2025

A wonderful time was had by all who
attended the VWS Members Cocktail
Reception’s ‘Spring Soiree’ at the Virginia
Museum of Fine Arts on a beautiful
Wednesday evening.

Special thanks to Jack Frable.



VWS Spring Soiree (Continued)

FRIDA: Beyond the Myth

... We celebrate not only Frida’s
artistic genius but also the vital
partnerships that bring such
exhibitions to life.

Ambassador Ana Luisa Fajer
VMFA museum

Lizzie Oliver: Director of Principal Gifts and Campaign Manager,
Trish Crowe: VWS, President,

Christopher Oliver: Bev Perdue Jennings Associate Curator of
American Art

Dr. Sarah Powers,
VMFA Exhibition
Curator

Julie Holloway, Jennifer Holloway, Oil Painter, Richmond and
Chee Kludt Ricketts, VWS Area Rep.

Vic Frailing, Chair of the VWS Creasy-Johnson Student Award,
Christopher Oliver, Bev Perdue Jennings Associate Curator of Michele Sorenson, VWS Social Media, Lynne Frailing, Chair of
American Art with Bev Purdue Jennings Membership and Johanna Clark



VWS Spring Soiree (Continued)

Michele Rea, Ashley Miller, Kaye Jones and Susan Stuller, VWS Chair

of the 2025 Nominating Committee

The Radford Exhibition Committee from left to right: Charlotte Chan,
Linda Correll, Michele Walter, Chair, Melissa Pilkington (and Hubby)

Charlie
Frances,
Vic Frailing
and
Michele
Sorenson

Rich Moseley,
VWS Richmond
Area Rep

Chee Kludt
Ricketts and
Lorrie Herman,
VWS Newsletter
and Annual
Catalog Editor
and Graphic
Designer

Michele
Walter,

Chair of
46th Annual
Exhibition in
Radford with
Brandi Lewis.



46th Virginia Watercolor Society 2025 Juried Exhibition

September 26 to November 1, 2025
Radford University Art Museam, Covington Center in Radford, Virginia

Juror and workshop instructor, lain Stewart, AWS, NWS.

The workshop is SOLD OUT, but there is a waiting list.
Please contact: vwsart2025@gmail.com for more info or to be added to the list.

KEY EVENTS:
lain Stewart Workshop: Tuesday, Sept. 23 to Friday, Sept. 26
Members Only Pre Reception Gathering: Friday, Sept. 26 - 4 pm to 5:30 pm

Artist Reception: Friday, Sept. 26 -5 pm to 7 pm
VWS Annual Business Meeting: Saturday, Sept. 27 - 9:30 am to 10:30 am
VWS Awards Luncheon: Saturday, Sept. 27 - 11 am to 12:30 pm

For more information AND to REGISTER FORTHE EVENTS:

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

Nanette Catigbe’s painting “The Purple Harvest” was
chosen for Artist Magazine’s “Splash 26, Best in Watercolor”.
The magazine will be on newsstands in July.

Debborah Connss full sheet watercolor painting,
“Unhoused: Mary Sue” got her accepted into Watercolor USA.

From April 22 - May 22, 2025, Deidre Pistochini was

the featured artist at Art a la Carte Gallery, located in historic
Occoquan, VA. She showcased her work inspired by her many
years living in Hawaii.

Carolyn Marshall Wright showed a series of her still
lifes at the Byrne Gallery in Middleburg, VA in the month of
March. She will also be showing in group shows there in May
(Abstracts) and June (Florals). Her watercolor painting “John
One Five” was runner up for visual arts in the fifth anniversary
competition for “Vita Poetica” magazine. She also received an
Honorable Mention in the 2025 PVW Members Online show
for her watercolor piece, “Stepping Stones” (15" x 15").

Craig Wright's watercolor “Cactus Patch” (16" x 20") was

awarded 10th Place at the 46th National Juried Exhibition

of the Georgia Watercolor Society (GWS), by jurist Ryan Fox.

Craig’s watercolor “Contemplation” (11" x 14") received

Honorable Mention at the 2025 Potomac Valley Watercolorists “Unhoused: Mary Sue,” watercolor by Deborah Conn.
Members (PVYW) Online Show.




MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Alexandria & Arlington

Area Rep: Michael Potashnik

Gwendolyn Bragg

Her painting “To Poseidon” is currently a part of the Southern
Watercolor Society’s 48th Annual Exhibition. Her “Japanese
Maple” is a part of the Watercolor Society of Alabama’s Annual
Exhibition and her painting “Baroque” was marked as Meritori-
ous in the Richeson 75 International Art Competition.

“To Poseidon’;
watercolor by
Gwendolyn Bragg

“Japanese Maple’,
watercolor by
Gwendolyn Bragg

“Baroque’;
watercolor by
Gwendolyn Bragg

Ginny Luster

In May 2025 the McLean Art Society celebrated its 70th
anniversary with a show at the McLean Community Center.
She was happy to receive the 3rd place award for my painting,
“A Spot of Tuscan Sun’.

Ginny Luster, watercolor, “A Spot in the Tuscan Sun’.

San Young (Stanley Chung)

He will have a solo exhibition entitled Wandering Wonder,
consisting of some 40 watercolors at Green Spring Gardens
(multipurpose room) from August 18, 2025 to October 5,
2025. A reception for the exhibit will be held on August 24
1:00-3:00 pm Green Springs Gardens is located at 4603 Green
Spring Rd, Alexandria, VA

“Green Spring
Flower Garden I7
watercolor by
San Young




MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep: Gina Buzby

MaryLou Andrews had a piece accepted into the 49th
Annual Transparent Watercolor Society of America Exhibition
May 3rd-August 3rd at the Kenosha Public Museum in
Kenosha Wisconsin with “Back to Back”.

She also had a painting in the Watercolor Society of Alabama
84th Annual National Exhibition which was May 18-June 27
at Vestavia Hills City Hall, Vestavia, Alabama with her painting
“Beauty and the Beast’.

Currently showing in:
Southern Watercolor Society 2025, Palm Springs, Florida;
“The Breadmaker”, earned Signature Status.

Watercolor Society of Alabama National Exhibition,
Vestavia Hills, Alabama; “Beauty and the Beast"

Selected for Virginia Watercolor Society 2025, Radford, VA;
“Working Late”

The area representative for Williamsburg may mention this,
but the Michelangelo exhibit at the Muscarelle Museum on
the campus of William & Mary is a must-see. Several art-
ist-friends joined Buzby to view these incredible 500-year-old
Sistine Chapel sketches. These sketches are only permitted for
public viewing once every five years; otherwise, they remain
in dark storage in Florence, Italy. This rare and exceptional
exhibition is on display in Williamsburg, Virginia (the only U.S.
location) through May 28, 2025, before returning to Italy.

Gina Warren Buzby is teaching another “Introduction to
Fine Art Watercolors” course, every Wednesday, July 9 - July 30
at the new Little Lemon Arts Gallery / Shop in the East Beach
area of Norfolk.

Gina Warren Buzby,
Plein Air Watercolor,
“Colvin Run Mill’]
11"x 14"

MaryLou Andrews, watercolor, “Back to Back”

MaryLou Andrews, watercolor, “Beauty and the Beast”

She has just received notice that her large painting, “Not Yet
Mom!7] was accepted into this year’s South Carolina Waterme-
dia Society National Exhibit to take place in Anderson, SC Sep-
tember 12- October 17. Soon after, she also received notice
that another large watercolor, “Hey, he’s Pretty Good!” has been
accepted into the upcoming Virginia Watercolor Society’s
National exhibit.

Gina was honored last month with an Honorable Mention
award at “Paint Great Falls” plein air celebration in Great Falls,
VA, for her plein air watercolor of the Colvin Run Mill.




MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Tidewater & Eastern Shore (continued)
Area Rep: Gina Buzby

Tom Duntemann had a painting accepted for the VWS
show this year entitled “Shrimper Fleet”. After returning home
from a recent fly fishing trip for brown trout in Finland, he
did a couple of pieces entitled: “Midnight Sun” and “Helsinki
Harbour”. Lastly, Tom did a plein air piece of a shrimper boat
in Cape Charles.

Lynne Frailing showed her botanical watercolor paint-
ings along with her husband'’s nature photos during and after
historic garden week at the Cultural Art center in Hampton.
Lynne will be showing more botanicals and still life
watercolors with her husband’s photography at the
Williamsburg Landing’s gallery for July and August.

Angelica Suciu was honored to receive an Honorable
Mention at the “i/magine That” exhibit at the Virginia Beach
Art Center. Earlier this spring, she also participated in the
Chesapeake Spring Art Festival, where she had the oppor-
tunity to connect with many wonderful artists and visitors.
One of the projects closest to her heart this year, so far, was
designing the legacy bike for the Crush Cancer event in
Virginia Beach. The bike honors this year’s spokesperson, a
courageous young girl battling a rare form of cancer, and it
was truly meaningful to contribute something creative in
support of her story.

Angelica Suciu, “imagine That”.

Tom Duntemann, watercolor, “Shrimper Fleet”

Tom Duntemann, watercolor, “Helsinki Harbor”

Angelica Suciu and
the spokesperson
with the legacy bike
she designed for the
Crush Cancer event in
Virginia Beach.




MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Southwest
Area Rep: Angela Shields

We are proud of three of our new Southwest Area members
being accepted in the 2025 Exhibition at Radford University
on their first try! Congratulations to Melissa Pilkington,
Gary Hinson and David Ferrell. Our area was honored to
have nineteen members chosen to be included in the
upcoming VWS exhibition.

Ruth Lefko received notification that her painting, “Blind
Tasting’, has been chosen for inclusion in the 2025 Associ-
ate Members Online Exhibition of the American Watercolor
Society, scheduled to take place online on the AWS YouTube
channel from June 12 to August 30.

Beth Little received an Honorable Mention in the 2026
West Virginia DNR Wildlife Calendar Contest for her watercolor
painting, “Northern Red Salamander”.

Robin Poteet will have a solo exhibition of her watercol-
ors at Virginia Tech’s Hahn Garden Pavilion July 1 - August 29,
2025.

Michele Walter received two awards in the Piedmont
Arts Center in Martinsville, Virginia in the Exhibition called
Expressions 2025. She received a Purchase Award for “Making
a Splash” watercolor on yupo, and “Time to Float”- 3rd place in
the watercolor category.

Michele Walter, watercolor, “Making a Splash’”.

Ruth Lefko’s painting, “Making a Splash”

Moose
by Robin
Poteet

Robin Poteet,
watercolor,

”

“Moose”.

Michele Walter,
watercolor on Yupo,
“Time to Float”




MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Piedmont
Area Rep: David Eakin

Catherine Hillis won the Best Watercolor Award in the
recent Parrsboro International Plein Air Festival in Nova Scotia
for her painting “Morning Light Breaks Over Five Islands.”

The artist recently served as the judge for the “Best of the
Region Art Show," on exhibit during June at the Virginia Art
Factory in Manassas, VA. The show was sponsored by the
Prince William Art Society.

Hillis’ painting, “Wonder Of It Alll” has been selected for the
2025 National Watercolor Society’s 105th International
Exhibition.

Hillis also received an Honorable Mention for her painting,
“Stripes”, in the lllinois Watercolor Society Annual National
Exhibition from judge and juror John Salminen. The exhibit
was in Dixon, IL during June, 2025.

- . . . “Wonder of it All”
Hillis had a Solo Exhibits during June at the Art Center in by Catherine Hillis

“Morning Light Breaks over Five Islands,” by Catherine Hillis

Orange, Virginia and at the Central Rappahannock Regional
Library in Fredericksburg, VA.

“Blueprint View Area Tabulation” by Laren Baum

Laren Baum, Lynchburg, “Blueprint View Area Tabulation”,
acrylic/mixed media, received Juror’s choice award in the
2025 Academy Center of the Arts National Exhibition,
Lynchburg, Virginia.

David Eakin, Forest, “Scottish Clouds” gouache on paper,
received 3rd place in the 2025 Academy Center of the Arts
National Exhibition, Lynchburg, VA.

David’s “Beyond the Roost” has been selected as a finalist in
the Artist Magazine Acrylic 12 competition, September 2025
issue.

His painting, “Clouds on the Rise” was accepted into the 48th
annual Southern Watercolor Society Exhibition in Panama
“Clouds on the Rise’, gouache on paper by David Eakin City, Florida. June 4 — July 26, 2025




MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Piedmont (continued)
Area Rep: David Eakin

Jane Carter Vaughan, Lynchburg, received an Award
of Distinction at Expressions 2025 at the Piedmont Arts
Association, regional art show in Martinsville, VA for “Head ‘em
Up, Move ‘em In”.

“Head em Up,
Move em In”,

watercolor by

Jane Carter
Vaughan

South Central

Area Rep: Ursula Burgess

Ursula Burgess was juried into the Art Walk in Farmville
Virginia and won the First Prize in 2-Dimensional Art. The win-
ning painting was a Mixed Media Collage titled “Travel into the
Past”. It was inspired by a fascinating trip through Turkey and
included many of the original mementos layered underneath
the watermedia application.

The Art Walk in Farmville was founded last year and is growing
into a fine outdoor exhibition space along the Highbridge Trail

every last Saturday in April. http://centralvirginiaarts.org/

Revelle Hamilton, Bedford, had three watercolors in-
cluded in the Curry-Bower exhibit at the Bower Center for the
Arts, Bedford, VA - Feb 18 -April 4, 2025. She received a merit
award for “Bromeliads”. Also at the Bower Center, Revelle had

a solo exhibit in “Art
Around the Corner”
which included 6
watercolors.

April 7 - June 14.
Two watercolors
were included in

a group exhibit at
the Bower Center.
May 5 - June 21:
“Audition” and “The
Swirling Scarf”.

“Bromeliads”,
watercolor by
Revelle Hamilton

“Travel into the Past’,
watermedia by
Ursula Burgess




MEMBERSHIP NEWS
Northern

Area Rep: Janet Hansen Martinet

Sharon McKittrick Boyle has a painting, “Primary
Colors”, accepted in the VWS 46th Annual Exhibition. Sharie
continues to teach watercolor to students at The Smithsonian
Institution. A class, Portraits of Historic Homes, is scheduled
for Fall 2025. Sharie is also teaching on board the Insignia, a
cruise ship, on a voyage thru the Panama Canal in July 2025.
Lots of beautiful birds and botanicals are in her future. Sharie’s
original watercolor of Gunston Hall was part of the Annual
Gala and Auction in May and the watercolor is now in the
Collection of a family in Louisiana. Prints of the painting are
currently on sale at the Manor, home of the author of Virginia’s
Bill of Rights, George Mason.

Mike Flynn received the First Place Award for “Bull Run”in
the Prince William Art Society’s “Best of the Region” Art Show,
held at the ARTfactory in Manassas, VA during June. The exhi-

bition was judged and juried by Catherine Hillis. Mike also has sharon
L. . s McKittrick Boyle
a painting accepted in the VWS 46th Annual Exhibition. and her painting
of Gunston Hall on
location.

Lorrie Herman will be participating in the Potomac Valley
Watercolorists Spring Show at the Green Spring Gardens in
Annandale from June 29 till August 17. She is also one of four
artists exhibiting at the 868 Estate Vineyards Summer Soiree
show till September. In September she will be teaching a
watercolor class in-person for the Smithsonian Associates.

Janet Hansen Martinet Janet Hansen Martinet’s paint-
ing, “Life on Assateague”, was juried in to the Prince William Art
Society’s “Best of the Region” Art Show, held at the ARTfactory

in Manassas.
Mike Flynn received 1ST Place in Best of the Region for “Bull Run’,

Members of Northern area who have work accepted in the at the Artractory.

VWS 46th Annual VWS Exhibition:
Terry Anstrom, Sharon McKittrick Boyle, Lorrie Herman,
Janardana Madhuri, Mark Murphy, and Kit Paulsen.

Necks & Peninsula
Area Rep: Linda Wright

Patricia Kelcourse won second place for her pen and
walnut ink painting, “Nest with Eggs” at the Members Show at
the Williamsburg Contemporary Art Center.

Patricia Kelcourse
watercolor,
“Nest with Eggs”




VWS NEWSLETTER &

SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES

(As of June 19, 2023)

This is an overview for submitting news and art images for
the VWS newsletter (Waterlogue) and social media platforms.
The guidelines outline what may be included on VWS social
media platforms and the Waterlogue newsletter. This docu-
ment will serve as a reference for members, the Waterlogue
Newsletter Editor and Social Media Manager (“Editors”), and
VWS Area Reps (“Reps”). Guidelines are subject to change.

For this document “watercolor(s)” refers to watercolor(s) and
water-based media.

CHANNEL of INFORMATION

All member news and materials for the newsletter and
social media platforms will be sent to the member’s VWS
Rep, not directly to the Editors. Reps will be responsible for
forwarding the member materials to the Editors. The pur-
pose of this channel is to help filter content and to reduce
the volume of emails the Editors receive from members. With
the VWS membership at more than 400 artists, the funneling
to the Reps is more manageable for the Editors and helps the
Rep learn more about the members in their region.

ACCEPTANCE of SUBMITTED MATERIAL

Submitted materials will be reviewed for content and rele-
vancy by Reps and Editors who reserve the right to accept or
reject any item. Rejections may occur if the submission does
not adhere to the guidelines. An Editors’time and space may
also be factors for submissions not being posted.

We love getting pictures with your information. It's even bet-
ter when the artists’name and title of the painting is in the

file name. If you have trouble renaming the image file, please
make a good description in the email so it can be indentified.

Fall 2025
NEWSLETTER

Deadline:
October 1, 2025

VWS AREA REPRESENTATIVE CONTACTS:

Alexandria & Arlington
Michael Potashnik
potashnikm@gmail.com

Northern
Janet Hansen Martinet
hansenm_Janet@att.net

Fairfax
Carolyn Marshall Wright
c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Richmond
Richie Mosley
richiemosley@yahoo.com

Necks & Peninsula
Linda Wright
lindawrightconsultant@gmail.com

Piedmont
David Eakin
dreakin57@gmail.com

South Central
Ursula Burgess
ucburgess@gmail.com

Southwestern
Angela Shields
donandangel@gmail.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Gina Buzby
ginabuz@aol.com

Western Ridge & Valley
Connie Fisher
cbfisherartist@gmail.com

Out of State & Signature Members
Chee Ricketts
chee@cheekludtricketts.com




