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Letter from the VWS President:

Our VWS Creasy Johnson Student committee will 
present its first high school art student artwork 
juried into this year’s exhibition along with a $300 
honorarium and $200 towards framing costs.  If 
you would like more information please contact 
our Chair, Vic Frailing.

This brings us full circle to John Creasy’s origi-
nal mission:  “to help carry on the educational 
program that such a foundation (VWS) could 
promote.”

I am also pleased to announce one of many firsts for VWS!  We are hosting a 
Members Cocktail Reception on Wednesday, May 7 from 5:00 - 7:00 at the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts in the Claiborn Robertson Room.  Not only is this a wonder-
ful opportunity to mingle with your fellow artists, but an excellent reminder to be 
sure your Membership is active before our 46th Annual Exhibition.  Remember the 
deadline is May 23rd.

The VMFA is offering tickets to FRIDA:  Beyond the  Myth.  A 15 minute overview of 
this remarkable show will be presented by one of the Museum’s docents.  Each 
attendee will receive a ticket to the exhibition. You can view the show after the 
reception or return to the museum for a separate experience.  Meanwhile Wednes-
day evenings at the VMFA is Jazz Night. Come, enjoy a glass of wine with your fellow 
artists and the experience of this beautiful museum!

Tickets may be purchased on our website:  virginiawatercolorsociety.org or by check 
to VWS:  P.O. Box 15, Hood, VA. 22723.

Meanwhile the 46th VIRGINIA WATERCOLOR SOCIETY’s 2025 Juried Exhibition 
committee is working hard.  The Radford University Art Museum and The Covington 
Center is a perfect venue. Michele Walter and Ruth Lefko, our Chairs, would love 
some fun member facts to share with participants and guests and the committee 
always welcomes support and donations.  This is a serious team effort hosted by 
the New River Valley art community that showcases the best of watercolor media in 
Virginia.

Thanks to our VWS Members and Board who contributed to preserving our 1980 
- 2006 35mm slides from juried entries to our annual exhibitions in digital form.  

Photo USA in Roanoke did a great job and the imag-
es will be on view at our 46th Annual Exhibition in 
Radford in September at the opening reception!  

Trish Crowe
VWS President

Here I am in my Studio surrounded by the 35mm slides repre-
senting 1980 - 2006 juried entries to our annual exhibitions, 
reduced to this one thumbdrive.

Here is a sample of the 35 mm slides, so beautifully annotated 
with the artist’s name, painting title and sized.  However, only 
the image is captured on the thumb drive.



Virginia Museum of Fine Arts
Claiborne Robertson Room

200 N Arthur Ashe Boulevard, Richmond, Virginia 23220

Wednesday, May 7, 2025
5:00 pm  - 7:00  pm

S p r i n g  S o i r é e

FRIDA: Beyond the Myth
VWS Members Cocktail Reception

Frida on White Bench, New York (detail), 1939, Nickolas Muray (American, born Hungary, 1892–1965), Carbon pigment print. 
Private Collection Copyright  Nickolas Muray Photo Archives, Licensed by Nickolas Muray Photo Archives

Tickets may be purchased online at virginiawatercolorsociety.org
Or mail Checks to:  VWS, P.O. Box 15, Hood, VA 22723

Cocktail Attire
Ticket includes the reception and a 

pass(es) to FRIDA: Beyond the Myth exhibit
Complimentary parking available

RSVP to virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com by April 30, 2025

VWS Member   $25

VWS Member +1   $35                      

Become a VWS Member + $40



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Tony Neville was awarded Second Place at the Arlington 
Artists Alliance Member Show - “A Brighter Light” -for his wa-
tercolor painting. “Notre Dame, Paris“  now on exhibit until the 
end of April at the Alliance Gallery, Clarendon, in Arlington, 
VA.  Gavin Glakas was the juror.

Alexandria & Arlington
Area Rep: Michael Potashnik

Michael Potashnik, vws  will be exhibiting two paint-
ings in acrylics, “Ecstasy I” and “Ecstasy II”  at the Spring Artful 
Weekend being held on April 4-6 at Hendry House, Fort C.F 
Smith Park, in Arlington, VA.

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

From April 22 - May 22, 2025, Deidre Pistochini will be 
the featured artist at Art a la Carte Gallery, located in historic 
Occoquan, VA.  She will be showcasing work inspired by her 
many years living in Hawaii. Artist reception will be held on 
May 4th (2-5 pm).

Craig Wright’s watercolor “Cactus Patch” (16” x 20”) was 
awarded 10th Place at the 46th National Juried Exhibition 
of the Georgia Watercolor Society (GWS), by jurist Ryan Fox.   
Craig’s watercolor “Contemplation” (11” x 14”) received Hon-
orable Mention at the 2025 Potomac Valley Watercolorists 
Members (PVW) Online Show.. 

Carolyn Marshall Wright showed a series of her still 
lifes at the Byrne Gallery in Middleburg, VA in the month of 
March. She will also be showing in group shows there in May 
(Abstracts) and June (Florals). Her watercolor painting “John 
One Five” was runner up for visual arts in the fifth anniversary 
competition for “Vita Poetica” magazine. She also received an 
Honorable Mention in the 2025 PVW Members Online show 
for her watercolor piece, “Stepping Stones” (15” x 15”).

 

Out of State & Signature Members
Area Rep:  Chee Rickets

Rick Goff displayed nine gouache and ink paintings at the 
Gutman Gallery in downtown Ann Arbor in March. His piec-
es were part of the “Award Winners Exhibition” of five artists 
selected for recognition in this year’s “Anything Goes” show at 
the gallery. His painting, “Tuscany Town,” earned second place.  
This painting, “View of Vieux Quebec,” is also included in the 
exhibition.

“Notre Dame, Paris”, watercolor by Tony Neville. Michael Potashnik, acrylics, “Ecstasy I” and Ecstasy II”.



Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep:  Gina Buzby

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Lynne Frailing, 
watercolor, in 
“Nature’s Dial Lens” 
exhibit

Gina Warren Buzby had a plein air watercolor, 
“Chesapeake Inlet” accepted into the Chesapeake Bay Art 
Association / Chesapeake Bay Watercolorists’  “Art in Bloom” 
exhibit, held at the Norfolk Botanical Gardens through 
May 31, 2025.

The area representative for Williamsburg may mention this, 
but the Michelangelo exhibit at the Muscarelle Museum on 
the campus of William & Mary is a must-see. Several art-
ist-friends joined Buzby to view these incredible 500-year-old 
Sistine Chapel sketches. These sketches are only permitted for 
public viewing once every five years; otherwise, they remain 
in dark storage in Florence, Italy. This rare and exceptional 
exhibition is on display in Williamsburg, Virginia (the only U.S. 
location) through May 28, 2025, before returning to Italy.

Charlie Frances, watercolor, “Waiting for My Coffeemate”

Gina Warren Buzby, Plein Air Watercolor, “Chesapeake Inlet”, 11” x 14” 

John James’ painting “Stringing a Thought—The Blues 
X-22” was accepted into the Georgia Watercolor Society’s 2025 
National Exhibition. James also won the Odette Rubin Award 
for “Letter to Remember - Weathered” in the Watercolor Art 
Society Houston (WAS-H) 48th Annual International 
Watermedia Exhibition. Additionally, his work, “Folding Over La 
Luna” was accepted into the Illinois Watercolor Society’s 41st 
National Show.

Charlie Frances’ painting “Still Life No. 2” was accepted 
into the Watercolor Art Society Houston (WAS-H) 48th Annual 
International Watermedia Exhibition. His piece “The Stargaz-
ers” was accepted into the Rhode Island Watercolor Society’s 
Illumination exhibition.

Two additional works, “When Decay Meets Rejuvenation” and 

“The Medusa Madonna”, were accepted into the 2025 Art 
Speaks Juried Exhibition in Matthews, VA. Another piece, 
“Waiting for My Coffeemate”, was accepted into the Illinois 
Watercolor Society’s 41st National Show. Beyond the Frost 
Chesapeake Bay Watercolorists 2025 Winter Show, Cape 
Henry Collegiate, Virginia Beach, VA.

Lynne Frailing will have work featured in an upcom- 
ing exhibition. “Nature’s Dial Lens” is the show title and will 
include 14 of her selected botanical watercolor illustrations 
starting April 12 through June 14th at the Charles Taylor art 
center in Hampton. 



Tidewater & Eastern Shore (continued)
Area Rep:  Gina Warren Buzby

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Terry Wylie, 
watercolor, 
“Harborfest”

Angelica Suciu’s painting “Color Me Happy - Nature 
Fairytale” was accepted into an exhibition.

Barbara Mitchell was awarded an Honorable Mention at 
Virginia Beach Artists Gallery’s “Imagine That exhibition”.

Terry Wylie has been selected as the official 2025 Harbor-
fest Artist. The completed poster artwork will be unveiled at 
the Festevents Season Kick-Off Party on April 9. In addition, 
Wylie will have 14 selected botanical watercolor illustrations 
on display at the Charles Taylor Art Center in Hampton. The 
exhibition will be on view from April 12 through June 14.

Southwest
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

Angela Shield’s won 3rd place - Body of Work for three 
paintings in the 11th Annual Curry/Bower Exhibition in 
Bedford, VA.

Robin Poteet’s watercolor, “Little Red House” was juried 
into the Roanoke College Biennial 2025 exhibition. It was one 
of 66 accepted pieces from over 600 entries of all types 
of media.

Robin Poteet, watercolor, “Little Red House”, 

Kelly Prim,
“Spring 
Chicken”.Kelly Prim, ”Lakenvelder, Lakinverted”.

Kelly Prim‘s watercolor, “Spring Chicken” by was accepted 
into the curated show “Spring” at Art on 1st gallery in 
Roanoke, VA.

“Lakenvelder, Lakinvert-
ed” by Kelly was ac-
cepted into the curated 
show “Polarity” at the 
New River Valley Fine 
Arts Center in Pulaski, 
VA. This painting makes 
use of visual effects to 
convey the sense of a 
skewed reflection of 
a Lakenvelder breed 
chicken.



“Freefalling,” by 
Catherine Hillis

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Blueprint View Area Tabulation”  by Laren Baum

“City Lights,” watercolor by Catherine Hillis

“Scottish Clouds”
by

David Eakin     

Piedmont
Area Rep:  David Eakin

Catherine Hillis’ watercolor, “Freefalling,” was accepted 
into the 157th Annual American Watercolor Society Exhibition 
which will be at the Salmagundi Club in NYC this April.

Hillis was the judge and juror of the Springfield Art Guild’s 
recent exhibition at Greensprings Gardens.

She won Best In Show at the Fine Art and Show Sale in 
Fredericksburg, VA.  Her winning painting is “City Lights,” 
a watercolor on Yupo paper.

Laren Baum, Lynchburg, had a painting, “Blueprint View 
Area Tabulation”, acrylic/mixed media, juried into the 2025 
Academy Center of the Arts National Exhibition, 
Lynchburg, VA.  

Judge Jeffrey W. Allison, Paul Mellon Collection Educator and 
Director, Statewide Programs and Exhibitions at the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts. The exhibition opens First Friday April 7.

David Eakin, Forest, had a painting, “Scottish Clouds” 
gouache on paper, juried into the 2025 Academy Center of 
the Arts National Exhibition, Lynchburg, VA. 
 
Judge Jeffrey W. Allison, Paul Mellon Collection Educator and 
Director, Statewide Programs and Exhibitions at the Virginia 
Museum of Fine Arts. The exhibition opens First Friday April 7. 



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

 “Requiem for a Cherry Tree”,  watercolor by Cathy Tyler

“Glorious Sunflowers”, 
watercolor by 
Penny Speidel

South Central
Area Rep:  Ursula Burgess

Cathy Tyler, along with 40+ artists, participated in the 
Bon Air Artists Association Annual Art Show to Benefit World 
Pediatrics held March 22 and 23, 2025. She had 10 watercolors 
on exhibit, of which “Cliff View” was one.

On the evening of our last day in Yorkshire, our genial hostess 
drove us to Almscliffe Crag. In the slanting spring light, we saw 
amazing rock escarpments scattered with ewes and frolicking 
lambs. The view from the Crag’s high point, depicted in this 
watercolor, looks out over miles of gently sloping fields bor-
dered by ancient rustic stone walls. It was the perfect ending 
to an exciting, long anticipated, week-long adventure. I trea-
sure the memory and hope this vista resonates with you and 
your travel experiences in the past or future. May you realize 
your dreams and appreciate life’s serendipitous encounters.

 “Requiem for a Cherry Tree” has been accepted into the Library 
of Virginia First Friday Quarterly exhibit opening April 4, 2025. 
The theme of the show is Virginia flora and fauna. The exhibit 
will be on display through the month of April.

In Spring of 2013, in the Japanese Garden of Maymont, I came 
upon a lovely, mature weeping cherry tree in full bloom. I took 
several photos and was pleased with the images. In 2016 I 
used one of the photos in our family calendar, really liked it 
and thought it would make a good watercolor. Perhaps more 
photos would be even better. The cherry trees were again 
in bloom, and I went down to the Japanese Garden with my 
camera in happy anticipation. Sadly, all I found was fresh 
sawdust. The beautiful cherry tree had just been cut down. I 
learned later that it was diseased, and the best course was to 
remove it. Sigh. So, I painted this watercolor in requiem of 
that tree.

William Campbell’s painting “Chica” was juried into the 
2025 Louisiana WatercolorSociety exhibition. With this accep-
tance he became a signature member.

Penny Speidel’s painting, “Glorious Sunflowers”, was 
accepted into a First Friday exhibition at the Library of Virginia 
entitled, “Flora and Fauna of Virginia,” opening on Friday, April 
4th from 5-8:00 pm.

 “Cliff View”,  watercolor by Cathy Tyler



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

”Afternoon 
Snack”, 
watercolor 
by 
Lorrie 
Herman

Sharie and her 
painting, “The Girl 
with the 
 Seersucker Hat”

Sharon McKittrick Boyle  had a painting,  “The Girl 
with the Seersucker Hat”, included in a March Show, Faces and 
Figures, at the Fredericksburg Fine Arts Center. 

Aileen Canan has 3 paintings accepted in the upcoming 
Art at the Mill Show, Millwood. The show is from April 26 - 
May 11. 

Janet Hansen Martinet has a one person show in 
the Beattie Room of the Historic House at Green Spring 
Gardens in Alexandria. 23 of her paintings will be on 
display from March 24 – May 12

Lorrie Herman will be participating in a teacher/ 
student art show at the Herndon Recreation Center from 
April through June. She has 4 of her watercolors and a 
variety of her student’s work, mostly from class assign-
ments. She teaches watercolor at Arts Herndon.

Northern 
Area Rep: Janet Hansen Martinet

Aileen Canan, “ Dancing Sunflowers”

Aileen Canan, “Spring Tulips”

Workshop Info Peg Sheridan will be teaching 
Watercolor Workshops & Classes in April and May:

Painting Watercolor Florals in a Loose, Expressive Way: 
Saturday Workshop

Saturday, April 12, 2025, 10 am to 4 pm 
Draime Fine Art Studio School,  

1153 South High Street, Harrisonburg, VA
https://www.draimefineart.com/workshops

Or call David Draime at (540)324-9909. 

Learning from the Watercolor Masters: The Impressionists
Tuesdays, April 15 - May 20, 2025,  10 am to 2 pm

Shenandoah Valley Art Center  
126 South Wayne Ave., Waynesboro, VA

More info about the workshop or class and registration:

www.pegsheridan.com

Gina Buzby is currently teaching a four week  
“Introduction to Watercolors” workshop at the  
Tidewater Art Club, through the month of April.  
More workshops are planned for the future.   

If you know of someone in the coastal Virginia area who 
would like to learn about watercolors  
– please recommend they contact 

Gina at ginawbuzby@gmail.com
 



VWS NEWSLETTER &  
SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES 

(As of June 19, 2023)

This is an overview for submitting news and art images for 
the VWS newsletter (Waterlogue) and social media platforms.  
The guidelines outline what may be included on VWS social 
media platforms and the Waterlogue newsletter. This docu-
ment will serve as a reference for members, the Waterlogue 
Newsletter Editor and Social Media Manager (“Editors”), and 
VWS Area Reps (“Reps”). Guidelines are subject to change.  

For this document “watercolor(s)” refers to watercolor(s) and 
water-based media.

CHANNEL of INFORMATION

All member news and materials for the newsletter and 
social media platforms will be sent to the member’s VWS 
Rep, not directly to the Editors.  Reps will be responsible for 
forwarding the member materials to the Editors. The pur-
pose of this channel is to help filter content and to reduce 
the volume of emails the Editors receive from members. With 
the VWS membership at more than 400 artists, the funneling 
to the Reps is more manageable for the Editors and helps the 
Rep learn more about the members in their region.  

ACCEPTANCE of SUBMITTED MATERIAL

Submitted materials will be reviewed for content and rele-
vancy by Reps and Editors who reserve the right to accept or 
reject any item. Rejections may occur if the submission does 
not adhere to the guidelines. An Editors’ time and space may 
also be factors for submissions not being posted.

We love getting pictures with your information. It’s even bet-
ter when the artists’ name and title of the painting is in the 
file name. If you have trouble renaming the image file, please 
make a good description in the email so it can be indentified. 

Alexandria & Arlington  
Michael Potashnik

potashnikm@gmail.com

Northern 
Janet Hansen Martinet
hansenm_Janet@att.net

Fairfax  
Carolyn Marshall Wright

c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Richmond  
Richie Mosley

richiemosley@yahoo.com

Necks & Peninsula  
Linda Wright

lindawrightconsultant@gmail.com

Piedmont  
David Eakin

dreakin57@gmail.com

South Central  
Ursula Burgess

ucburgess@gmail.com

Southwestern  
Angela Shields

donandangel@gmail.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore  
Gina Buzby 

ginabuz@aol.com

Western Ridge & Valley  
Connie Fisher

cbfisherartist@gmail.com

Out of State & Signature Members  
Chee Ricketts 

chee@cheekludtricketts.com

VWS AREA REPRESENTATIVE CONTACTS:

Deadline: 
July 1, 2025

Summer 2025 
NEWSLETTER


