
VWS Newsletter:  
 W INTER  2025

Letter from the VWS President:

We welcome 2025 with the luxury of extra time 
between our two exhibitions. The 45th Annual 
Exhibition in Lynchburg in May 2024 gave us 
an extra four months to prepare for our 46th 
coming in September.  

When I toured the Radford facilites, both the 
Covington Center and the new media center: 
the Artis Center for Adaptive Innovation and 
Creativity where the Members Reception will 
be held, I knew we had the perfect room to 

show the early works.  We could digitize the 35 mm slides of the past exhibition 
entries and get them out of storage and actually shown. How lovely to see the 
history before walking across the courtyard to this year’s artwork.

VWS has an archive of 2,400 35 mm slides that comprise all the juried entries to 
our annual exhibitions from 1980 to 2006.  After bidding out the project to digi-
tize, we have selected PHOTO USA in Roanoke. They did samples and explained 
the color correcting necessary without working from the actual artwork. It will 
cost $1.00 per slide for a total of $2,400.  An anonymous donor has generous-
ly offered and contributed to pay for half the cost as a matching gift to the 
members’ contributions. With nearly 500 members, if each member contributed  
$5.00, we can easily preserve these beautiful and historic records in perpetuity.

Contributions can be mailed to:

AJ Eccles, Treasurer
SLIDE DIGITIZATION
1115 Rhode Island Avenue
Lynchburg VA 24502

We will celebrate future artist’s work under the leadership of Chair: Vic Frailing 
and his Student-Teacher Outreach Committee. I’m attaching his letter to local 
art teachers and encourage you to help us with the outreach.  Please find 
attached letter from the Committee.

Special thanks to Michele Sorenson who has led our Social Media campaign.  
This year we embrace the Primary Colors as we explore RED. I ask you to explore 

not only the quality and representational quality 
but the emotional impact each color holds.

Deadline for entries for this year’s 46th Annual 
Exhibition is May 23, 2025. Please be sure your 
membership is current. Special thanks, always to 
Membership Chair:  Lynne Frailing.

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if I can be 
of help,

Trish Crowe
VWS President

John Bowles, Ruth Lefko, Michele Walter, Krista Westman, 
Trish Crowe and Carl Lefko at the Selu Conservancy, 
workshop venue 3215 Dry Valley Road, Radford.



 

 

 
 Dear Art Coordinator/Teacher and Parents of Virginia High School students and Students 
 
We hope your school year is off to a great start and your students are excitedly making art. We 
are writing on behalf of the Virginia Watercolor Society to inform you about an exciting 
opportunity for your Virginia high school art students.  
 
To further the society!s mission of fostering the advancement and study of water media 
painting, the Virginia Watercolor Society is opening its annual exhibit to a selected high school 
art student. While particulars are still being hammered out, the society would like to request 
submissions of fine student watercolor paintings on paper completed within the last two years 
and conforming to the guidelines in the prospectus, which will be emailed at the beginning of 
2025. If you want to be added to the mailing list or have any questions, please send them to 
vws.student.honor@gmail.com with the subject line "VWS student exhibit.” 
 
This year!s VWS 46th annual exhibit will be held at the prestigious Radford University Art 
Museum, Covington Center, in Radford, Virginia, from September 26th through November 4th. 
This is a unique opportunity for the winning student to showcase their talent in a professional 
setting. 
 
The work, submitted digitally, will be juried by a panel of qualified judges. The accepted work 
will be included in the annual exhibit, with professional framing paid for by the society. The 
student will also receive a full-color yearly exhibit catalog that includes their work. Members of 
the education committee believe that the students can add this honor to their college 
applications and portfolios.  
 
The entry deadline, subject to change, is Thursday, May 1, 2025, at 11:59 PM. 
 
The Student submission is open to all Virginia High School students in public, private, or home 
school environments. Feel free to forward this email to interested parties. 
 

Sincerely,  
Virginia Watercolor Society,  Education Committee 
Victor and Lynne Frailing,  Committee chairs vic@victorfrailing.com 
Trish Crowe,    VWS President  vwstrishcrowe@gmail.com 
MaryLou and Sandy Andrews    marylou.andrews46@gmail.com 
Kira Skala       kiraskala@gmail.com 
 

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org    



Necks & Peninsula
Area Rep: Linda Wright

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Ron Andrea 
won First Place at the 
2024 Montpelier 
Holiday Art Show 
for his watercolor 
painting, 
“Tiger Swallowtail”.

Adele Gardner has two bylines: Adele Gardner and Max 
Jason Peterson. Under my byline Max Jason Peterson, my 
narrative watercolor art “Dueling Darcy” will appear in A Truth 
Universally Acknowledged: Queer Fanworks Inspired by Jane 
Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, a Duck Prints Press Anthology, in 
Winter 2025: https://duckprintspress.com/queer-fanworks-in-
spired-by-jane-austens-pride-and-prejudice/

Under the same byline, my standalone watercolor piece 
“Snow Heart” will be published by Duck Prints Press in January 
2025 as an exclusive for their Patreon supporters. Here is some 
information about the press: https://duckprintspress.com/
about-duck-prints-press/. 
My website is: https://gardnercastle.com/

Deborah Scott’s painting, “The Journey “, was recently 
presented to Radford University, her Alma Mater. It is in honor 
of Nancy E. Artis (class of ‘73) and Pat Artis who donated the 
money for the Artis Center for Adaptive Innovation 
and Creativity.

“The Journey” is hanging in the Center, and was also published 
in the magazine for the Center’s grand opening.

Richmond
Area Rep: Richie Mosely

Nancy Artis with Deborah 
Scott and her watercolor, 
“The Journey”.

Arts Program

Charlottesville, VA. 22908


PRESENTS


STORIES 
The Art of Trish Crowe


Main Hospital Lobby

November 14, 2024 - January 25, 2025


Where to, Alice?
Watercolor



Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep:  Charlie Frances

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Victor at Falling Water”, watercolor by Lynne Frailing

MaryLou Andrews’  “Hard at Work”  won Award of 
Merit at the Beyond the Frost Chesapeake Bay Watercol-
orists 2025 Winter Show, Cape Henry Collegiate, Virginia 
Beach. “Working Late” was accepted in the MOWS 2025 
International, Missouri Watercolor Society 2025 Exhibition, 
St. Louis, MO.  “The Breadmaker” was accepted into the 
2024 Mid-Atlantic Regional Watercolor Exhibition and the 
Virginia Artists Juried Exhibition 2024, Charles Taylor Visual 
Arts Center, Hampton, VA. “Hot Lady Cool Jazz” was accept-
ed into Baltimore Watercolor Society’s From Paint to Pixel. 
“Blacksmith Apprentice” was accepted into Kentucky Water-
color Society”s 2024 Aqueous USA. She also had a 
solo show at Williamsburg Landing.

Gina Buzby’s “Blinded by the Light” is in the the 
Made in Virginia Biennial show at the Virginia Museum of 
Contemporary Art, VA Beach.

Tom Duntemann won Honorable Mention for 
“Shrimper Fleet” at the Beyond the Frost Chesapeake Bay 
Watercolorists 2025 Winter Show, Cape Henry Collegiate, 
Virginia Beach, VA.

Amani Elamin’s  blue ribbon place “The Thaw” won 
Best in Show at the Beyond the Frost Chesapeake Bay 
Watercolorists 2025 Winter Show, Cape Henry Collegiate, 
Virginia Beach.

“The Breadmaker” 
watercolor by 
MaryLou Andrews

“The Thaw” 
watercolor by 
Amani Elamin

“Shrimper Fleet” 
watercolor by 

Tom Duntemann



Tidewater & Eastern Shore (continued)
Area Rep:  Charlie Frances

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Door Dash” by Charlie Frances

“Ant Tracks” by John James

Lynne Frailing’s “Victor at Falling Water” won second 
place at the Beyond the Frost Chesapeake Bay Watercolorists 
2025 Winter Show, Cape Henry Collegiate, Virginia Beach, VA.

Charlie Frances’ “Door Dash” won Silver Award at Ken-
tucky Watercolor Society’s 47th National 2024 Aqueous USA 
exhibition. “I’m, Two Tired Deere” was accepted into the 2024 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Watercolor Exhibition.

John James’ “Letters to Remember-Orange Repeat” was 
accepted into the Kentucky Watercolor Society 2024 Aqueous 
USA.  “Ant Tracks” was accepted into MidSouthern Watercolor 
Society annual exhiibition, “Red Migration” was accepted into 
Arizona Aqueous XXXIX, “Moonblind” was accepted into West-
ern Federation of Watercolor Societies and “Grey Hoodie” was 
accepted into the Missouri Watercolor Society.

Barbara Mitchell’s “Purple Passion” received the  
Members’ Choice Award  at the Beyond the Frost  
Chesapeake Bay Watercolorists 2025 Winter Show,  
Cape Henry Collegiate, Virginia Beach

Angelica Suciu’s “Frozen Relia” won third place at the 
Beyond the Frost Chesapeake Bay Watercolorists 2025  
Winter Show, Cape Henry Collegiate, Virginia Beach, VA.

Tidewater-Eastern Shore
is honored to welcome our newest members 

Amani Elamin 
and 

Linda McCausand

“Purple Passion” by Barbara Mitchell “Frozen Relia” by Angelica Suciu



“Orchid  
Spray”, 
watercolor 
by 
Noreen  
Brunini

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Floating Poppies”, watercolor by Deidre Pistochini

“Look Out Belconuts”, watercolor by Jean K. Gill

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

“Orchid Spray” by Noreen Brunini was awarded first place 
in the Springfield Art Guild’s show, “Garden Dreams”, which 
runs December 10, 2024 – February 2, 2025  at Green Spring 
Gardens Park, 4603 Green Spring Rd, Alexandria, VA.

The City of Falls Church has selected Deborah Conn to 
paint Carol DeLong, the first woman mayor of Falls Church, for 
its City Council Chambers, one of two new portraits commis-
sioned by the city. In addition, Deborah had paintings accept-
ed for the BWS Mid-Atlantic Exhibition, the 124th International 
Exhibition of the Philadelphia Watercolor Watercolor Society, 
and the Pennsylvania Watercolor Society’s 45th Annual Inter-
national Exhibition. She was judge and juror for the Arlington 
Artists Alliance 25th Anniversary Exhibit, January 23 - March 9.

Jean K. Gill, AWS, NWS received the Frank Perdue Memo-
rial Award in the recent Mid-Atlantic Regional for her painting 
Shadoconuts, part of a coconut series, and “Look Out  
Beloconuts” has been accepted in the upcoming Missouri 
International Exhibition.

Deirdre Pistochini won an Honorable Mention at the 
Potomac Valley Watercolorists Fall Show and Sale for her 
painting, “Floating Poppies”.

The First Place Award at that same Potomac Valley  

Watercolorists exhibit went to Craig Wright, for his 
painting “Bottle Caps”.

“Bottle Caps”, watercolor by Craig Wright



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

In a meaningful collaboration, AJ Eccles illustrated a book 
that her daughter published, Finding You, Little One. Carly 
wrote the story after the loss of a baby, and AJ was able to 
literally “draw” on their journey of grief and healing to 
provide illustrations.

Martha Springette was awarded Third Place in Water-
colors at the 2024 Bath County Art Show,  Warm Springs, VA  
The painting is titled, “Hidden Faces”. 

”Hidden Faces”, 
watercolor by 
Martha 
Springette

“A Little Light 
Reading”, 
watercolor by 
Carolyn Marshall 
Wright

Also at that Potomac Valley Watercolorists show, Carolyn 
Marshall Wright received the Delaware Watercolor 
Society Award for her painting “A Little Light Reading”. In 
addition, Carolyn’s piece “Morning in Giverny” was juried into 
the BWS Mid-Atlantic Exhibition, and her painting “Studio In-
terior” was awarded an Honorable Mention in the Art League 
Gallery’s December show. This fall, she became a member of 
Touchstone Gallery, a contemporary art gallery in downtown 
Washington, DC.

Piedmont
Area Rep:  David Eakin

Fairfax (continued)
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

Western Ridge & Valley 
Area Rep:  Connie Fisher

Connie Fisher got her lovely watercolor into the 
Baltimore Watercolor Society Mid-Atlantic show this year.



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Susan Stuller has had her watercolor “A Moment of Joy” 
accepted into the 157th Annual American Watercolor 
Society Exhibition. She also was awarded the Silver Medal in 
the Baltimore Watercolor Society Mid-Atlantic Exhibition. She 
was awarded the Founders Award and Crest Medal of Honor 
in the 2024 Philadelphia International Works on Paper. 

Sharon M. Boyle is teaching in person watercolor classes 
at the Smithsonian Institution. Additionally, Sharie’s painting, 
“Primary Colors”, was selected as one of four award winning 
images in the BWS Pigments to Pixel’s Competition and will 
be representing the Baltimore Watercolor Society on a digital 
billboard in downtown Baltimore.

South Central
Area Rep:  Ursula Burgess

She was also awarded the Jack Richeson and Preston Art 
Center award for her watercolor “When Time Flies”  Watercolor 
West 58th International Exhibition awarded the Rosemary-
Brush and Co Award to her painting “On Wings of an Angel” 
Her painting “Soaring to New Heights” has been accepted into 
the 2025 Missouri International Exhibition.

Northern
Area Rep:  Janet Hansen Martinet    

Janet Hansen 
Martinet 
received an 
Honorable Mention 
for her painting, 
“Cardinal Elvis”, from 
juror Cathy Abramson 
at the Potomac Valley 
Watercolorists Fall 
Show and Sale.

Southwestern
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

Kevin Deck’s painting “Tower of Power” was juried into the 158th 
Annual International Exhibition of the American Watercolor Society. The 
show runs April 7-25th at the Salmagundi Club in New York, NY. Kevin and 
his wife plan to attend the opening reception.

Kevin has a solo show coming up during the month of March at the Alex-
ander/Heath Contemporary gallery at 425 Campbell Ave. SW, Roanoke, VA 
24016. The show will include 50 works from scenes of the Grandin Village 
area and the historic American Viscose Plant, now called Riverdale. There will 
an opening reception on Friday March 7th, 2025  and a closing reception 
on Friday March 28th. Details will be available on the gallery’s website at 
https://alexander-heath.com/ or on his Instagram page @kevinadeck. 



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Kelly Prim 
had her first solo show 
called
 “ I Paint Chickens” 
at the historic 
Grandin Theatre in 
Roanoke. 

“Yes Dear”, watercolor by Kelly Prim

“Hidden Treasure #1”, 
watercolor by 
Patricia Carr

“Raquette Lake Line”, watercolor by Nancy Stark

Southwestern (continued)
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

“Living Color”, watercolor by Kelly Prim

Last May 2024 Vera Dickerson took a group of artists 
to Scotland and they will exhibit paintings from that trip in a 
“Scotland Travels” exhibit at public radio station WVTF, Duke of 
Gloucester St. in Roanoke, Va. The exhibit will be open January 
2025 through April 2025 and will be open daily during regular 
business hours.

Michele Walter won “Best Animal painting “ in Bath 
County Art Show July13-21,2024. Watercolor titled “Paint Me 
Like The French Girls”.

Nancy Stark was awarded the Tina Wolfe Memorial Award 
in the National Exhibition of American Watercolors at The View 
in Old Forge, New York for her painting “Raquette Lake Line”.

Patricia Carr won first place in watercolor at Alleghany 
Highlands Arts Festival and 1st place in watercolor at  
Piedmont Arts Expressions Show with her painting  
“Hidden Treasure, #1”. 

“Paint Me Like the French Girls”, 
watercolor by 
Michele Walter



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“A Step Back - Selinunte ”, watercolor by Gwen Bragg

“Spring on Church Street”, acrylic by Margaret Huddy

“Resting Among 
Kindred Spirits”,
watercolor by 
Jane McElvany Coonce

Alexandria & Arlington
Area Rep:  Michael Potashnik

Gwen Bragg’s  “A Step Back - Selinunte” was accepted for 
158th American Watercolor Society International Exhibition - 
April 7 to 25, 2025 NYC. Gwen also has a solo exhibition titled 
Traveling with a Brush at the Lake Ridge Library in Prince 
William County, VA through February 2025.

Jane McElvany Coonce’s “Resting Among Kindred 
Spirits”, won the Denny Bond Memorial Award at Baltimore 
Watercolor Society Mid-Atlantic show at Kentlands Mansion 
Galleries in Gaithersburg, MD. The show runs from October 11, 
2024 through January 5, 2025.

Tony Neville’s “Tribute to Notre Dame Opening and Resto-
ration”, is a personal tribute to the opening of Notre Dame, in 

the Île de la Cité in Paris, I have completed a watercolor using 
my sketches and photographs from an earlier visit to Paris.  I 
am using a preparatory value study, using grisaille (neutral 
tint), with light color tinting to capture the mood from that 
visit.  This is a preparatory step as I am now completing a 
full-color watercolor of approximately 23” X 17”.  In anticipa-
tion, I welcome any insights from the membership on captur-
ing Gothic landmarks in all their glory.

Michael Potashnik’s  painting, “Bodies in Motion” was 
juried into a forthcoming “Full Circle” show at the Falls Church 
Arts Gallery.  The reception for the show was held on January 
11 from 7-9pm. ”Bodies in Motion” is part of a series of  Modern 
Abstracts on www.michaelpotashnik.com

“Tribute to Notre Dame Opening and Restoration”, watercolor by Tony Neville

“Bodies in Motion”,
38 x 24, acrylic by 
Michael Potashnik



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Out of State 
Area Rep:  Chee Kludt Ricketts

Margaret Huddy is now in a show of artists at the 
Marriott Visitation Hotel in Frederick, MD as well as in the 
“Collection” of a few local artists at Gaslight Gallery in 
Frederick, MD.

Amy Arons has a show with an acrylic artist in the Art & 
Home Gallery of Sotheby’s Kienlen Lattman Realty in 
Morristown, NJ.  Exhibit runs from January 7-February 28.

Gayle Havens’ “Salt Marsh with Moon” was accepted by 
The American Tonalist Society’s online exhibition “Best in 
Tonalism 2024.”  Gayle writes that she was honored and 
thrilled to be included with some of today’s best  
tonalist painters. 

Richard Goff’s painting, “Tuscany Town”, was juried into 
the Gutman Gallery’s annual, all-media exhibition in down-
town Ann Arbor. The show runs from January 17 to 
February 22, 2025.

“Tuscany Town”, watercolor by Richard Goff

“Salt Marsh with Moon”, watercolor by Gayle Havens



VWS NEWSLETTER &  
SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES 

(As of June 19, 2023)

This is an overview for submitting news and art images for 
the VWS newsletter (Waterlogue) and social media platforms.  
The guidelines outline what may be included on VWS social 
media platforms and the Waterlogue newsletter. This docu-
ment will serve as a reference for members, the Waterlogue 
Newsletter Editor and Social Media Manager (“Editors”), and 
VWS Area Reps (“Reps”). Guidelines are subject to change.  

For this document “watercolor(s)” refers to watercolor(s) and 
water-based media.

CHANNEL of INFORMATION

All member news and materials for the newsletter and 
social media platforms will be sent to the member’s VWS 
Rep, not directly to the Editors.  Reps will be responsible for 
forwarding the member materials to the Editors. The pur-
pose of this channel is to help filter content and to reduce 
the volume of emails the Editors receive from members. With 
the VWS membership at more than 400 artists, the funneling 
to the Reps is more manageable for the Editors and helps the 
Rep learn more about the members in their region.  

ACCEPTANCE of SUBMITTED MATERIAL

Submitted materials will be reviewed for content and rele-
vancy by Reps and Editors who reserve the right to accept or 
reject any item. Rejections may occur if the submission does 
not adhere to the guidelines. An Editors’ time and space may 
also be factors for submissions not being posted.

We love getting pictures with your information. It’s even bet-
ter when the artists’ name and title of the painting is in the 
file name. If you have trouble renaming the image file, please 
make a good description in the email so it can be indentified. 

Alexandria & Arlington  
Michael Potashnik

potashnikm@gmail.com

Northern 
Janet Hansen Martinet
hansenm_Janet@att.net

Fairfax  
Carolyn Marshall Wright

c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Richmond  
Richie Mosley

richiemosley@yahoo.com

Necks & Peninsula  
Linda Wright

lindawrightconsultant@gmail.com

Piedmont  
David Eakin

dreakin57@gmail.com

South Central  
Ursula Burgess

ucburgess@gmail.com

Southwestern  
Angela Shields

donandangel@gmail.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore  
Charlie Frances
c.art@cox.net

Western Ridge & Valley  
Connie Fisher

cbfisherartist@gmail.com

Out of State & Signature Members  
Chee Ricketts 

chee@cheekludtricketts.com

VWS AREA REPRESENTATIVE CONTACTS:

Deadline: 
April 1, 2025

Spring 2025 
NEWSLETTER


