
VWS Newsletter:  
FALL  2024

Letter from the VWS President:

The 46th Annual Virginia Watercolor Society’s 
Juried Exhibition is well under way under 
the amazing leadership of Chairs:  Michele 
Walter, Ruth Lefko and Krista Westman. I had 
the great honor of touring September 2025’s 
venues:  The Covington Center at Radford 
University and workshop venue:  The Selu 
Conservancy.  VWS is delighted to highlight 
not only the New River Valley artists, but this 
gem that is southwest Virginia.

The new art department at Radford University and the brand new video/
film room can be a perfect Members Reception to view the wonderful 45 
year history of artwork before the Exhibition opens our 46th in the 
Covington Center. An anonymous donor has challenged the membership 
and the Board with a matching gift to digitize the 35 mm slides that 
presently reside in my studio loft. Please let me know if you are interested 
in helping preserve this rich body of watercolor work. The estimated cost is 
around $3,000. While I await a firm quote.

We thank Pam Doss, Jack Frable, and James Warwick Jones for their past 
service.  Our Area Reps are the glue that hold our entire art community 
together.

With the long break between our two annual exhibitions, VWS is planning 
a Spring Members event at the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts during their 
Frida Kahlo’s exhibition:  “ Frida:  Beyond the Myth”, date to be announced.

I look forward to working with you and welcome all thoughts and 
comments as we embrace the spirit of creativity.

Trish Crowe
VWS President

We’d like to welcome our  
three new Area Reps:

Linda Wright
Necks & 

Peninsula

Michael
Potashnik

Alexandria & 
Arlington

Richie Mosley
Richmond



 
 Dear Art Coordinator/Teacher and Parents of Virginia High School students and Students 

We hope your school year is off to a great start and your students are excitedly making art. We 
are wriCng on behalf of the Virginia Watercolor Society to inform you about an exciCng 
opportunity for your Virginia high school art students.  

To further the society’s mission of fostering the advancement and study of water media 
painCng, the Virginia Watercolor Society is opening its annual exhibit to a selected high school 
art student. While parCculars are sCll being hammered out, the society would like to request 
submissions of fine student watercolor painCngs on paper completed within the last two years 
and conforming to the guidelines in the prospectus, which will be emailed at the beginning of 
2025. If you want to be added to the mailing list or have any quesCons, please send them to 
vws.student.honor@gmail.com with the subject line “VWS student exhibit.” 

This year’s VWS 46th annual exhibit will be held at the presCgious Radford University Art 
Museum, Covington Center, in Radford, Virginia, from September 26th through November 4th. 
This is a unique opportunity for the winning student to showcase their talent in a professional 
seVng. 

The work, submiWed digitally, will be juried by a panel of qualified judges. The accepted work 
will be included in the annual exhibit, with professional framing paid for by the society. The 
student will also receive a full-color yearly exhibit catalog that includes their work. Members of 
the educaCon commiWee believe that the students can add this honor to their college 
applicaCons and porYolios.  

The entry deadline, subject to change, is Thursday, May 1, 2025, at 11:59 PM. 

The Student submission is open to all Virginia High School students in public, private, or home 
school environments. Feel free to forward this email to interested parGes. 

Sincerely,  
Virginia Watercolor Society,  EducaGon CommiKee 
Victor and Lynne Frailing,  CommiWee chairs vic@victorfrailing.com 
Trish Crowe,    VWS President  vwstrishcrowe@gmail.com 
MaryLou and Sandy Andrews    marylou.andrews46@gmail.com 
Kira Skala       kiraskala@gmail.com 

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org   



VWS has an archive of 2,400 35 mm slides that comprise all 
the juried entries to our annual exhibitions from 1980 to 2006. 
After bidding out the project to digitize, we have selected 
PHOTO USA in Roanoke. They did samples and explained the 
color correcting necessary without working from the actual 
artwork. It will cost $1.00 per slide for a total of $2,400. An 
anonymous donor has generously offered and contributed to 
pay for half the cost as a matching gift to the members con-
tributions. With nearly 500 members, if each member contrib-
uted $5.00, we can easily preserve these beautiful and historic 
records in perpetuity.

This was a project I wanted to tackle, but when I saw the 
venue for the reception for 46th Annual VWS Exhibition in the 
new art facilities at Radford University, I was determined to 
make this a reality. In this room, that is surrounded by screens 
and state-of-the-art projectors, it occured to me that we could 
showcase the history of VWS’s spectaular watercolors before 
walking across to the Covington Center where this year’s 2025 
exhibition will hang. To keep our financial records straight, this 
will have to be a check mailed to:

Virginia Watercolor Society
SLIDE DIGITIZATION / AJ Eccles
P.O. Box 15
Hood, VA. 22723

Please mail in your donations by February 1, 2025 for this 
amazing project! Thank you!

Bill Allen, “Cardinal”, 2004

Vonnie Whitworth, “Mrs. Ailstock’s Collection”, 1986

VWS Image History to be Digitized

Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep:  Charlie Frances

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

MaryLou Andrews’  “The Bread Maker” was accepted 
into the Virginia Artists Juried Exhibition 2024, Charles 
Taylor Visual Arts Center, Hampton, VA. She also had a 
solo show at Williamsburg Landing.

Gina Buzby’s “Blinded by the Light” is in the the 
Made in VA Biennial show at the Virginia Museum of 
Contemporary Art, VA Beach.

Tom Duntemann, Won Award of Merit for “Shrimper 
Fleet” at the 2024 Williamsburg Contemporary Art Center 
Regional Juried Show.

 “Shrimper Fleet”, by Tom Duntemann



Tidewater & Eastern Shore (continued)
Area Rep:  Charlie Frances

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Blinded by the Light” by 
Gina Buzby

“The Cement Factory”, by Charlie Frances

“Zoa’s Farm” by Joan Frischmann

Charlie Frances’, “The Cement Factory” won First Place 
at the PA Watercolor Society 45th Annual International 
Juried Exhibition. His painting, “When Decay Meets Reju-
venation”, will be in the 2024 National Watercolor Society 
International Exhibition, San Pedro, CA. And  “The Medusa 
Madonna” is in the Virginia Artists Juried Exhibition 2024.

John James, won the Merchandise Award: Free Spirit 
Watercolor Class Honoring Jeanne Hartman, Matboard and 
More, Silver Brush Limited and Jerry’s Artarama Award, 
“Letters To Remember-Orange Repeat” at the PA Watercolor 
Society 45th Annual International Juried Exhibition.

Lynne Frailing’s “Summer Beauty” and “Falling Waters 
Cafe” are in the Virginia Artists Juried Exhibition 2024.

Joan Frischmann’s “Zoa’s Farm” is in the Suffolk Art 
League 2024 Annual Juried Exhibition. 

Libby Mills is showing her watercolor paintings at the 
17th Marketplace, VA Beach VIBE District. She was also is in 
the Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts Colors for Royalty Show, 
September-October 2024.

Tidewater-Eastern Shore is honored to 
welcome our newest members 

Virginia Atkins (Portsmouth) 

Angela Bounds (Portsmouth) 
and 

Virginia Wilde de Wissel (Chesapeake)

“Letters to Remember - 
Orange Repeat” 
by 
John James

“Summer Beauty” by 
Lynne Frailing



“Hula Kahiko: A Bronze”, watercolor by Dee Pistochini

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Shadoconuts”, watercolor by Jean Gill

“Beauty Bursts 
Forth in the 

Humbles Dust”, 
watercolor

 by 
Amy Browning-Dill

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

Several VWS members from Fairfax had paintings juried into 
the Baltimore Watercolor Society’s 2024 Mid-Atlantic Regional 
Exhibition, and two of them won awards.  Nanette Catigbe’s 
“Hello Ryanne”, Deborah Conn’s “Nothing Up My Sleeves!”,  
Dee Pistochini’s “Hula Kahiko: A Bronze”, and Carolyn 
Marshall Wright’s “Morning in Giverny” were all chosen.  In 
addition, Noreen Brunini’s “Twilight Magic” won the Bill 
Kreitlow Memorial Award and Jean K. Gill’s piece, 
“Shadoconuts” received the Frank Perdue Memorial Award. The 
BWS Mid-Atlantic show runs from October 11, 2024 to January 
5, 2025 at the Arts Barn and Kentland Mansion Galleries in 
Gaithersburg, Maryland. Each of the venues has differing days 
and times it is open, so the best time to plan to visit is Tuesday 
through Friday, between 1:00 and 4:00 pm.

Jean Gill has a few more awards to tell us about:  her 
painting, “Lime in the Coconut”, was accepted into the Qingdao 
International Watercolor Grand Prix Juried Exhibition in China 
and won a purchase award there. She also received an Award 
of Excellence in the VWS Annual Exhibition and the Red Rose 
Girls Award in the PWCS International Exhibition. She has had 
paintings accepted in the BWS Mid-Atlantic Regional, the 
Rocky Mountain National Watermedia Exhibition, and the PWS 
Annual International Exhibition.

Amy Browning-Dill was invited to exhibit her water-
color paintings at The Delaplaine Visual Art Center’s Satellite 
Galleries in Frederick County, Maryland from mid October 
through mid June. The exhibit is called Echoes of Beauty. 
Inspired by poetry and the interplay of order and chaos in 
the natural world, this collection of watercolors include flora, 
fauna, and landscapes from her travels in temperate parts of 
the world, most notably from the Pacific Northwest and locally 
in Maryland and Virginia. More information about the exhibit 
will be posted here: https://delaplaine.org/exhibitions/satel-
lite-exhibits/ .

Carolyn Marshall Wright was juried into the Touch-
stone Gallery, an artist-owned contemporary art gallery 
located in downtown Washington, DC and looks forward to 
exhibiting there in the future.



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Catherine Hillis, Locust Grove
Catherine’s watercolor painting, “360 Degrees,” was accepted 
for the National Watercolor Societies 104th International Open 
Exhibition. The exhibit runs from Oct. 1 - Nov. 3 at the NWS 
Gallery in San Pedro, CA. Her piece is one of 100 selected for 
the show from international entries. Hillis was the judge for 
Blandy Plein Air at Virginia’s National Arboretum in September.

David Eakin, Forest 
David’s painting, “As for Me and My Dog”, acrylic on paper was 
accepted into the Riverviews Artspace 16th Annual Juried 
Exhibition at Riverviews Artspace, Lynchburg, VA. The show 
opens November 1, 2024

”As for Me and My Dog”, 
acrylic on paper 
by 
David Eakin

“360 Degrees”, 
watercolor by 
Catherine Hillis

Piedmont
Area Rep:  David Eakin

Sharie Boyle is teaching Beginning Watercolor Magic for 
the Smithsonian Institution in October. A long time goal of 
Sharie’s was to be a part of our magnificent Smithsonian Arts 
Program. She called to volunteer and, after her resume was 
submitted, she was asked to teach! Serendipity is real!

Elena Jochum had her artwork juried into the Art at 
the Mill Fall 2024 exhibit located in Millwood, VA and had 
some success.  

Northern
Area Rep:  Janet Hansen Martinet    

Lorrie Herman 
has a solo show at the Green Springs 
Gardens Horticultural Center from 
December 10, 2024 to February 2, 
2025 in the historic house. The show 
is called “Naturally Inspired”. It is a 
collection of over 25 watercolor and 
oil paintings of florals and land-
scapes. Art Reception is December 15 
from 1-3 pm. 



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Donna Koger had two works in the Expressions exhibit at Piedmont Arts 
in Martinsville:  “Becoming Taos” won Best Lynwood Artist and “Frolic” won a 
Purchase Award.

Southwestern
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

”Becoming Taos”, watercolor by Donna Koger ”Frolic, watercolor by Donna Koger

Penny Speidel had two paintings, “A Glorious Day at 
Crabtree Falls, VA” and “An Awesome Site to Behold” in the 
National Arts Program exhibition at VCU Health, Main Hospital 
from July 26- August 6.  She was the “Summertime Spotlight 
Artist” on the National Arts Program Instagram site.

Several VWS members received awards in 
the League of Roanoke Artist 2024 

Showcase held at the Jefferson Center 
in Roanoke. 

Myrtle Hooker
Honorable Mention - acrylics

Sue Egbert
1st place - mixed media

Angela Shields 
2nd place - mixed media

Charlotte Chan
Honorable Mention - watercolors

Gina Louthian Stanley
2nd place - other media

South Central
Area Rep:  Ursula Burgess

”A Glorius Day at Crabtree Falls”, watercolor by 
Penny Speidel

”An Awesome Site to Behold”, watercolor by 
Penny Speidel



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Sara Azzam, BWS  Her painting, “Connected Roots”, will be 
included in the Mid-Atlantic Regional Watercolor Exhibition. 
It was inspired by wildflowers thriving under harsh conditions 
on the Baltic coast of northern Finland. The title alludes to the 
flowers’ unseen network of roots but also speaks to the idea of 
interconnectedness between the solid granite boulders and 
the fragile flowers. The painting is a reflection on the beauty 
that arises when life and nature find their balance.    

Jane McElvany Coonce - Jane’s watercolor, “Resting 
Among Kindred Spirits” won the Denny Bond Memorial Award 
at Baltimore Watercolor Society Mid-Atlantic show at 
Kentlands Mansion Galleries in Gaithersburg, MD.
The show runs from October 11 through January 5, 2025.

 
Anthony Neville’s watercolor was selected for the show  
Altered States at Alliance Gallery in Arlington from October 
17-November 24.  The show features artists from Arlington, 
Falls Church, Alexandria, and Washington, DC.  He also has a 
painting accepted for show of Finlandia Gallery sponsored by 
Friends of Finland, November 21 2024 to January 2025. 

“Connected Roots”, watercolor by Sara Azzam

“Resting Among Kindred Spirits”, watercolor by Jane McElvany Coonce

Anthony Neville’s watercolor in the “Altered States” exhibit at 
Alliance Gallery in Arlington.

Alexandria & Arlington
Area Rep:  Michael Potashnik



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Color Vision”, acrylic by Michael Potashnik

Margaret Huddy will be joining the Gaslight Gallery,
118 E. Church St., Frederick, MD and will also be exhibiting at 
the new Visitation Hotel, 210 E. 2nd St., Frederick, MD.

“Spring on Church Street”, acrylic by Margaret Huddy

Out of State 
Area Rep:  Chee Kludt Ricketts

Michael Potashnik’s painting “The Coming Storm” was 
accepted in the Fall 2024 exhibition, Art at the Mill of the Clark 
County Historical Association. His painting “Color Vision” is 
featured in Unreal’s online publication and exhibition.

Richie  Mosely was privileged to be a part of the Mary 
Whyte workshop in Puglia, Italy. Mary Whyte is an American 
figurative artist known internationally for her watercolors of 
contemporary people.

Sandy Nye Moran - The James River Association pur-
chased two of her watercolors of the James River Water 
Basin showing the areas of pollution and location of Super 
Fund Sites.

Richmond
Area Rep:  Richie Mosley   

Mary Whyte and
Richie Mosely 
at a workshop.

“James River 
Watershed 2022”,

watercolor by 
Sandy Nye Moran

Alexandria & Arlington (continued)
Area Rep:  Michael Potashnik



VWS NEWSLETTER &  
SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES 

(As of June 19, 2023)

This is an overview for submitting news and art images for 
the VWS newsletter (Waterlogue) and social media platforms.  
The guidelines outline what may be included on VWS social 
media platforms and the Waterlogue newsletter. This docu-
ment will serve as a reference for members, the Waterlogue 
Newsletter Editor and Social Media Manager (“Editors”), and 
VWS Area Reps (“Reps”). Guidelines are subject to change.  

For this document “watercolor(s)” refers to watercolor(s) and 
water-based media.

CHANNEL of INFORMATION

All member news and materials for the newsletter and 
social media platforms will be sent to the member’s VWS 
Rep, not directly to the Editors.  Reps will be responsible for 
forwarding the member materials to the Editors. The pur-
pose of this channel is to help filter content and to reduce 
the volume of emails the Editors receive from members. With 
the VWS membership at more than 400 artists, the funneling 
to the Reps is more manageable for the Editors and helps the 
Rep learn more about the members in their region.  

ACCEPTANCE of SUBMITTED MATERIAL

Submitted materials will be reviewed for content and rele-
vancy by Reps and Editors who reserve the right to accept or 
reject any item. Rejections may occur if the submission does 
not adhere to the guidelines. An Editors’ time and space may 
also be factors for submissions not being posted.

We love getting pictures with your information. It’s even bet-
ter when the artists’ name and title of the painting is in the 
file name. If you have trouble renaming the image file, please 
make a good description in the email so it can be indentified. 

Alexandria & Arlington  
Michael Potashnik

potashnikm@gmail.com

Northern 
Janet Hansen Martinet
hansenm_Janet@att.net

Fairfax  
Carolyn Marshall Wright

c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Richmond  
Richie Mosley

richiemosley@yahoo.com

Necks & Peninsula  
Linda Wright

lindawrightconsultant@gmail.com

Piedmont  
David Eakin

dreakin57@gmail.com

South Central  
Ursula Burgess

ucburgess@gmail.com

Southwestern  
Angela Shields

donandangel@gmail.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore  
Charlie Frances
c.art@cox.net

Western Ridge & Valley  
Connie Fisher

cbfisherartist@gmail.com

Out of State & Signature Members  
Chee Ricketts 

chee@cheekludtricketts.com

VWS AREA REPRESENTATIVE CONTACTS:

WINTER Newsletter
DEADLINE:

January 5, 2025


