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Letter from the VWS President:

We welcome our new Treasurer, 
AJ Eccles to the Executive Board, new 
Area Rep, Chee Kludt Ricketts for the 
Out-of-State area, and new chair for 
our Student Teacher Outreach com-
mittee, Vic Frailing that followed the 
excitement created by our VWS 45th 
Annual Exhibition.

Our 45th Annual Exhibition in  
Lynchburg opened May 3, 2024 in the 

beautiful Academy Center for the Arts on 600 Main Street. The paint-
ings (approximately 100 chosen from nearly 500 submissions) were 
on display until June 28, 2024. Juror Eric Wiegardt, also led a fabulous 
workshop, as he straddled that hard line as both an extraordinary 
painter and thoughtful teacher.

The paintings in the Pat Harrington Gallery hung by director, Ted Batt, 
were lit perfectly. As I prepared my remarks for the Annual Meeting 
our country seemed on the brink of an unknowable change, inspired 
by this beauty, I felt called upon to remind our artists that we have 
a special calling and obligation. What we do is not frivolous or a 
mere hobby.  We celebrate the moment in our practice and express 
the magic of our daily life. What is unchangeable is the beauty of 
the Commonwealth of Virginia shared in this marvelous medium by 
Virginia’s finest watercolorists. I venture to say it rivals any watercolor 
painting throughout the United States.

The Lynchburg Committee co-chaired by David Eakin and Laren Baum 
outdid themselves with full Southern hospitality at a pre-Members 
opening before the public one. When opened to the local community, 
one heard the oohs and ahhs.

I encourage you to keep painting and look forward to seeing you  
in Radford at the Covington Art Museum Gallery Friday,  
September 26, 2025.  

Trish Crowe
VWS President

Opening Art Reception for the 45th Annual VWS Art exhibition

Exhibition
Co-Chairs

David Eakin
and

Laren Baum



Lynchburg was excited and honored to host the 45th Virgin-
ia Watercolor Society’s Juried Exhibition in Lynchburg. The 
exhibition and workshop were held at the Academy Center of 
the Arts (ACOA) in downtown Lynchburg from May 2 through 
June 28, 2024. The ACOA offers Central Virginia a center 

Report of the 45th Annual Virginia Watercolor Exhibition

for creativity with 
professional enter-
tainment, educational 
opportunities in the 
performing and visual 
arts, and is anchored 
by the renovated 
historic Academy of 
Music Theatre. The 
show took place 
in the Ann White 
Academy Gallery and 
adjacent Art Up Front 
Gallery, in the Patricia 
Harrington (one of 
the founders of VWS!) 
Building located on the first floor of the ACOA at 600 
Main Street.

We were thrilled to have Eric Wiegardt AWS-DF, NWS as our 
juror. Eric held a four-day workshop from April 29 to May 2, 
2024. Eric has been awarded the highest honor in watercolor 
painting: the Gold Medal and Dolphin Fellow from the Amer-
ican Watercolor Society, New York. As a teacher and artist, he 
has left an indelible mark on the American and International 
art scene with his bold, loose painting style. He has participat-
ed in numerous museum exhibitions throughout the US and 
China. Eric has taught over 5,000 watercolorists in his popular 
Wiegardt‘s Painterly Watercolor Workshops. As cochairs of 
this event, we cannot say enough about his contribution to 
the workshop and our show.  Along with Ann, his wife and 
partner, Eric’s willingness to adapt, his openness and generos-
ity along the way provided an important foundation for this 
week. You can see his work at ericwiegardt.com

The exhibit opened Friday, May 2, with an exclusive preview 
at 4 pm for VWS members and guests only.  This allowed the 
artists to take in the space and the show and provided time 
for socialization with other VWS members.  When the show 
opened to the public that evening, from 5 to 8 pm, as part of 
Lynchburg’s monthly First Friday Art Event, it was a packed 
with enthusiastic art lovers.  Several hundred people attend-
ed the evening. Author and Art Historian Ellen Agnew sold 
and signed her new book entitled Patricia Harington during 
the evening.  Pat Harrington was an integral individual in the 
formation of the Virginia Watercolor Society.  She served as 
President for three years and her work was included many 
times in VWS Exhibitions and received many awards during 
her lifetime.  It was a full circle moment to have our VWS 
Exhibition in the building named for her and have the book 
available that evening.

Our Saturday morning began with a light breakfast fare and 
business meeting conducted by Trish Crowe.  David Eakin 
and Laren Carlin Baum introduced their committee and then 

introduced our Judge 
for his remarks on 
the Exhibition.  Eric 
Wiegardt spoke 
briefly about his life 
and work and then 
discussed the show 
in general.  David 
Eakin and Laren 
Carlin Baum present-
ed the awards while 
the 80 attendees ate 
a delicious lunch at 
their tables within the 
gallery.

Opening Art Reception for the 45th Annual VWS Art exhibition.

Full house at the Eric Wiegardt Workshop before the 45th Annual VWS Exhibit Opening.

Annual Meeting on that Saturday at the 45th Annual VWS Exhibit.



The next two months were filled with gallery hours including 
extended Saturday hours for weekend visitors.  Sales topped 
$13,000.00. Visitors remarked frequently on the quality of the 
show and gallery space.  We like to think of Lynchburg as be-
ing the “Center” of the state and found we had visitors coming 
from many regions, perhaps due to our physical location.

Additionally, as part of our Arts and Culture Grant from the 
City of Lynchburg, we mounted an emerging artist’s exhibi-
tion that occurred in the month of June.  These artists were 
those who were new to water media on paper, and who had 
not had a previous place to showcase their work.  The local 
VWS members of Central Virginia helped to select the paint-
ing to be hung and the final four awards.  We gave the emerg-
ing artists information on the Virginia Watercolor Society in 
hopes of developing new connections and members.	

Respectfully Submitted,

Laren Carlin Baum and David Eakin
Cochairs Virginia Watercolor Society	 		

Patricia Harrington celebrates the life and 
art of painter Patricia Harrington AWS-DF, 
NWS (1924–2019). The 200-page book 
traces the artist’s sixty-year career in trans-
parent watercolor, oil, and acrylic media 
through reproductions of more than 90 
paintings and text that illuminate her life 
as an artist and creative process. The book 
is based on the retrospective exhibi-
tion, Patricia Harrington: Essences of the 
Earth (March 3–April 1, 2023), held in the 
Patricia Harrington Gallery Building at the 
Academy Center of the Arts in Lynchburg, 
Virginia, and is authored by the exhibition’s 
curator, Ellen Schall Agnew. Price: $45 plus 

Members from Richmond and Roanoke came to see the show. 

tax. All proceeds benefit the visual arts programs of the Academy Center of 
the Arts and the Virginia Watercolor Society. Purchase can be made through 
artistica.shop

Report of the 45th Annual Virginia Watercolor Exhibition (continued)

Some of the Emerging Artists Exhibition in June.

VWS members Ellen White , Dennis Johnson, Julia Dean, Jane Carter Vaughan 
and Holly Frazier .



Report of the 45th Annual Virginia Watercolor Exhibition (continued)

Co-Chair Laren Baum with juror, Eric Wiegardt and Co-chair David Eakin. MaryLou Andrews with her award winning watercolor painting “Back to Back”.

Sharon Boyle and Eric Wiegardt with her watercolor painting, 
“ The Girl with the Seersucker Hat”   “ 

Eric Wiegardt and his wife, Ann at Poplar Forest in Forest, VA.

Students busy creating at Eric Wiegardt’s workshop.

One of Eric’s 
watercolor 
demos from the 
workshop.

Judy Holloway with her watercolor 
painting, “The Optomist”.

Chee Kludt Ricketts with her award winning 
watercolor painting, 

“It Happened Last Night“.



MaryLou Andrews won Best in Show for “Blacksmith’s 
Apprentice” & Second Place “Tender Moments” at the 
Chesapeake Bay Watercolorists Annual Exhibition in Norfolk. 
She won the George Shook Memorial Award for “Cebulski’s 
Decoy” at the Southern Watercolor Society, Panama City, FL.
Her painting “The Bread Maker” was accepted into the 
Pennsylvania Watercolor Society, 45th Annual International 
Exhibition, Lancaster, PA.  

Tom Duntemann won a Blue Ribbon for, “Kiwi 
Warhawk” - Pax River Naval Air Museum, Aerospace Art 
Exhibition and Forum, Lexington Park, MD. Tom has a solo 
show of watercolor and aviation paintings at Williamsburg 
Landing, July-August 2024.

Tidewater-Eastern Shore is honored to welcome our newest 
member, Victor “Vic” Frailing” (Chesapeake”).

Charlie Frances was accepted into the Pennsylvania 
Watercolor Society’s, 45th Annual International Exhibition, 
Lancaster, PA for his painting,  “The Cement Factory”. Charlie 
had a solo show at the Williamsburg Landing, May 2024. 

John James won the Dr. PH Martins Award for his paint-
ing,  “Letters to Remember-Falling” at the Southern Watercolor 
Society in Panama City, FL.  He took Third place for “Flying 
Kites at the Beach”  at the Texas Watercolor Society exhibition.  
He also won the Golden Artist Colors and Silver Brush Ltd. 
Award for “Letters To Remember-Abandoned” at the
56th Watercolor West International Juried Exhibition, 
Newport Beach, CA. 

John’s paintings have been accepted into many shows re-
cently, such as:  “Flying Kites in Grey Skies” in the Adirondacks 
National Exhibition of American Watercolor, Old Forge, NY.,  
“Letters to Remember-Orange Repeat” at the Pennsylvania 
Watercolor Society, 45th Annual International Exhibition, 
Lancaster, PA., “Stringing A Thought-5 X’s”  in Georgia Water-
color Society, Sandy Springs, GA., “Flying Kites In Grey Skies” in 
Western Colorado Watercolor Society, Grand Junction, CO., 
“Scaling The Dam” in Watercolor USA, Spring Field MO., 
“Stringing a Thought- 5xs” in Rocky Mountain Watercolor 
Society, Evergreen, CO. and  “Red Migration” in the 
San Diego Watercolor Society International Exhibition, 
San Diego, CA.

Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep:  Charlie Lindauer

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Blacksmith 
Apprentice” 

by 
MaryLou Andrews

Charlie Frances with his buyer Ernest.

“Flying Kites
 at the Beach” 

by 
John James



“Helping Hands” by Libby Mills

Tidewater & Eastern Shore - continued
Area Rep:  Charlie Lindauer

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Libby Mills took, Third Place for “Helping Hands” at the 
Chesapeake Bay Watercolorists Annual Exhibition in Norfolk. 
Libby’s painting,  “Whispers on Shore” and “Fungal Fusion”, was 
accepted into the Norfolk Botanical Gardens, Funky Fungi 
Exhibition. Libby has a solo show July-August 2024 at the 
Virginia Beach Oceanfront Library.

Al Philips was accepted in the Southern Watercolor 
Society, Panama City, FL, for his painting “Rushing Water”. 

Terry Wylie was accepted in the Southern Watercolor 
Society, Panama City, FL, for his painting “Rainy Day on 
Monticello 1”.

“Kiwi Warhawk” by Tom Duntemann

“Rushing Waters” by Al Philips

“Rainy Day on Monticello 1” by Terry Wylie



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Catherine Hillis, Locust Grove, will judge Plein Air at The 
Arboretum at the Blandy Experimence. Catherine Hillis won 
“Best Virginia Artist” in the recent Gloucester Arts Festival for 
her plein air work, “Angles and Lines,” during the week-long 
event in Gloucester, VA.

Three paintings by Hillis were voted in the top 90 in the latest 
competition sponsored by ‘The Art of Watercolour Magazine’  
titled ‘Capturing Light in a Summer Scene’.  Hillis’ painting 
“Morning Hustle at DCA” was voted #7 by international read-
ers.  Her painting “Twilight Delight” was #25 and her painting 
“We Won’t Go” was #75.

Calloway Fine Art & Consulting in Georgetown, Washington 
D.C. has selected 2 of Hillis’ works for a group exhibition this 
summer featuring works depicting interiors.  “Conversation in 
an Irish Bar” and “On A Sunday Afternoon With George” will be 
featured in the exhibition, ‘Behind the Facade,’ which opens 
June 22 - July 20, 2024 at 1643 Wisconsin Ave., NW.

David Eakin, Forest VA, “The Gossips”, was selected for the 
47th Annual Southern Watercolor Society Exhibition, Panama 
City Center for the Arts, Panama City, Florida – June 7-July 29, 
2024. (Lynne D. Pratt, juror) M. Graham & Company Award. 

”Conversation in an 
Irish Bar”, 

watercolor 
by 

Catherine Hillis

“Angles and Lines”, 
watercolor by 
Catherine Hillis

Piedmont
Area Rep:  David Eakin

”On a Sunday Afternoon with George”, watercolor by Catherine Hillis 

”The Gossips”, acrylic on paper by David Eakin



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Pat Carr has a solo show, “Connecting with Nature” at the 
Floyd Center for the Arts in June and July. Her painting,  
“Hidden Treasures”, won First Place in watercolor at the  
Piedmont Arts Association Expressions show in Martinsville.

Nancy Stark’s painting “Raquette Lake Line” was selected 
for the Adirondack National Exhibition of American  
Watercolors. The show will open August 2nd at The View in 
Old Forge, New York. 

The Arts Depot in Abingdon will host an exhibit featuring 

Studio School faculty, including VWS members, Vera 
Dickerson, Tracy Budd, Robin Poteet and Gina 
Louthian Stanley, opening on August 10, running until 
September 21.

Sidra Kaluszka was accepted into the VA Museum of 
Contemporary Art “Made in Virginia” show. One of her works 
is also featured  in an art therapy/healing interactive  
side exhibit.

Susan Egbert won the LinDor Merit award for painting 
at the Roanoke Sidewalk Art Show. One of her batiks, 
“Virginia Views”, was chosen to be given to our Sister City, 
Wonjo, South Korea.

Kevin A. Deck was juried into Transparent Watercolor 
Society of America - 48th Annual Exhibition in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin. The exhibition will run May 4th through August 
4th, 2024. This was his third painting selected which qualifies 
him for TWSA signature status. “Tower of Power” by Kevin 
Deck is a scene from the American Viscose Plant in 
Roanoke, VA.

Southwestern
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

”Racquette Lake 
Line”, 

watercolor 
by 

Nancy Stark

”Tower of Powerr”, 
watercolor 
by 
Kevin Deck

“Connecting with 
Nature”, 
watercolor by 
Pat Carr

“Hidden Treasures”, watercolor by Pat Carr



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S
Southwestern - continued
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

Patti Jones Received second place in acrylics for the 
painting,  “I Lift My Eyes” in the Smith Mountain Art Council 
Show in 2023. She also received the Artist Choice Award for 
“Hydrangeas in the Afternoon”. 

“Hydrangeas in the Afternoon”, acrylic by Patti Jones “I Lift My Eyes”, acrylic by Patti Jones

Gayle Havens won the Golden Artists 
Colors merchandise award at the 2024 
Southern Watercolor Society’s exhibition for 
her painting, “Pisgah Waterfall, North Carolina”. 

She was also accepted, May 2024, into the 
International Masters of Watercolor Association 
and Alliance, which is  “A New World Americas 
International Exhibition” for her painting, 
“Sea Kayakers”.

Rick Goff’s painting, “Cabin Boat”, will appear 
in the Michigan Watercolor Society’s 77th annu-
al exhibition at the Dennos Museum Center in 
Traverse City, beginning June 21. Rick has now 
earned Signature Artist status with MWCS and 
has been designated a Great Lakes Fellow for 
his service on the Society’s board.

Rick’s painting, “Nickel’s Arcade”, was selected 
for the “Ann Arbor 200” exhibition at the 
Gutman Gallery. The show includes pieces 
marking the city’s bi-centennial year.

“Cabin Boat”, 
watercolor by 

Rick Goff

“Nickel’s Arcade”, 
watercolor by 

Rick Goff

Out of State 
Area Rep:  Chee Kludt Ricketts



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

Chica Brunsvold has a solo show at Politics and Prose, 
one of Washington, DC’s more well-known bookstores.  The 
show features her “Zooillogicals” paintings.  Politics and Prose 
is open Monday to Saturday, 8 am to 8 pm and Sunday 8 am 
to 7 pm.  Another of her Zoolilogicals, “Roundabout”, was 
chosen to be part of the Washington Metro system’s “Art 
in Transit”.  The painting was reproduced at many times its 
original size and now is displayed near the top of the down 
escalator at the Rosslyn Metro station.

 

“Cactus Patch”, watercolor by Craig Wright.

Carolyn Marshall Wright’s painting “Petal Pushers” 
received an Honorable Mention at the Potomac Valley  
Watercolorist’s Green Springs Garden show in May.

 
Craig Wright’s watercolor “Cactus Patch” was awarded 
1st Prize by jurist Frederick Markham, at the Potomac Valley 
Watercolorist’s (PVW) annual Green Springs Garden art exhi-
bition. Craig also has a solo-artist exhibition at 1st Stage 
Theater, located in Tysons, VA.  The exhibition is titled: 
“Realism in Watercolor:  What You See is What You Get”, and 
includes 32 of his watercolor paintings.  The exhibition runs 
through July 2024. 

“Roudabout”, watercolor by Chica Brunsvold

Northern
Area Rep:  Janet Hansen Martinet    

Janet Hansen Martinet was the June Artist of the 
Month for the Loft Gallery in Occoquan.  Her exhibit, Mist & 
Mystery, featured paintings inspired by sights from the 
Potomac Valley Watercolorists Plein Air Trip to Maine.

“Two Old Crows”, 
watercolor 
by 
Janet Hansen 
Martinet



VWS NEWSLETTER &  
SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES 

(As of June 19, 2023)

This is an overview for submitting news and art images for 
the VWS newsletter (Waterlogue) and social media platforms.  
The guidelines outline what may be included on VWS social 
media platforms and the Waterlogue newsletter. This docu-
ment will serve as a reference for members, the Waterlogue 
Newsletter Editor and Social Media Manager (“Editors”), and 
VWS Area Reps (“Reps”). Guidelines are subject to change.  

For this document “watercolor(s)” refers to watercolor(s) and 
water-based media.

CHANNEL of INFORMATION

All member news and materials for the newsletter and 
social media platforms will be sent to the member’s VWS 
Rep, not directly to the Editors.  Reps will be responsible for 
forwarding the member materials to the Editors. The pur-
pose of this channel is to help filter content and to reduce 
the volume of emails the Editors receive from members. With 
the VWS membership at more than 400 artists, the funneling 
to the Reps is more manageable for the Editors and helps the 
Rep learn more about the members in their region.  

ACCEPTANCE of SUBMITTED MATERIAL

Submitted materials will be reviewed for content and rele-
vancy by Reps and Editors who reserve the right to accept or 
reject any item. Rejections may occur if the submission does 
not adhere to the guidelines. An Editors’ time and space may 
also be factors for submissions not being posted.

We love getting pictures with your information. It’s even bet-
ter when the artists’ name and title of the painting is in the 
file name. If you have trouble renaming the image file, please 
make a good description in the email so it can be indentified. 

Alexandria & Arlington  
Jane Coonce, 

janecoonce@gmail.com

Northern 
Janet Hansen Martinet
hansenm_Janet@att.net

Fairfax  
Carolyn Marshall Wright

c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Richmond  
William “Jack” Frable
wfrable@vcu.edu

Necks & Peninsula  
James Warwick Jones

jwarwickjones@hotmail.com

Piedmont  
David Eakin

dreakin57@gmail.com

South Central  
Ursula Burgess

ucburgess@gmail.com

Southwestern  
Angela Shields

donandangel@gmail.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore  
Charlie Frances
c.art@cox.net

Western Ridge & Valley  
Connie Fisher

cbfisherartist@gmail.com

Out of State & Signature Members  
Chee Ricketts 

chee@cheekludtricketts.com

VWS AREA REPRESENTATIVE CONTACTS:

 F A L L Newsletter
DEADLINE:

October 1, 2 0 2 4


