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Letter from the VWS President:

WELCOME TO The Virginia 
Watercolor Society 2024!

My favorite time of year to be a painter: SPRING!  
With the bonus being, this Spring brings us the 
45th Annual Juried Exhibition in Lynchburg. The 
grand opening is Friday, May 3rd with an early 
reception for our VWS Members before opening 
to the public.  

The sneak-peak on VWS’s Facebook’s page (Virginia Watercolor Society) of this 
year’s entries is proof that Virginia’s watercolorists stand shoulder-to-shoulder 
to all watercolor competitions.  The bar is set high and is inspiring!

David Eakin and Laren Baum, Co-Chairs of the Exhibition, have been hard at 
work with their FANTASTIC committee. With the help of Ted Batt at the 
Academy Center of the Arts (ACOA) in Lynchburg the venue promises to 
delight. Eric Weigardt, AWS-DF, NWS, our juror has a hard task ahead to judge 
this exhibition.

As I learn the workings of VWS and what goes on behind the scene to make 
these annual events possible, I thank our incredible sponsors who support us 
financially and share their merchandise. Our VWS volunteers are always eager 
to help, support and continue to ask what else they can do!

Of course, I hope you will join our Board on Saturday morning, May 4th at 9:30 
for our Business Meeting.  We have a spot on the Executive Committee to fill 
and a hope for a Chair to begin an Art Student-Teacher Initiative. With a won-
derful working Board supporting the Commonwealth of Virginia, we have an 
opportunity and an obligation to inspire, create and foster a future generation 
of watercolorists.

I hope to see you in Lynchburg.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me,  
if I can be of any help.

Trish Crowe
Trish Crowe
VWS President



V W S  E V E N T S
Friday, May 3, 2024

Gallery Opening for VWS Members at Academy Center of the Arts (ACOA)
4:00 pm to 5:00 pm

First Friday Opening - Open to the Public at (ACOA)
5:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Saturday, May 4, 2024
Registration for the VWS Members Annual Meeting at (ACOA)

Continental Breakfast
9:00 am to 9:30 am

VWS Annual Business Meeting
9:30 am to 10:30 am

Awards Luncheon
(Reservation Required to Attend)

11:00 am to 1:30 pm

 

     Juror and Workshop Instructor:

Eric Wiegardt, AWS-DF, NWS
Workshop & Exhibition Venue: 

Academy Center of the Arts - 600 Main Street, Lynchburg, VA 24504

Exhibition Committee
Exhibition Co-Chairs:  David Eakin & Laren Carlin Baum

Academy Center of the Arts Curator: Ted Batt           Fundraising Chairs: David Eakin & Holly Frazier
Hospitality Chairs: Purnell Pettyjohn, Jane Carter Vaughan, Ellen White, Julia Dean, Dennis Johnson 

Exhibition Treasurer: A.J. Eccles 

Please contact David Eakin for more information.  dreakin57@gmail.com

45th Virginia Watercolor Society 
2024 Juried Exhibition

May 3 to June 28, 2024

Academy of the Arts
600 Main Street, Lynchburg, VA 24504
434-528-3256 ext. 127
www.academycenter.org

Deliver Artwork to Academy Center of the Arts:  
Friday, April 26 & Saturday, April 27

Workshop: 
Monday, April 29 - Thursday, May 2 (ACOA)

VWS 2023 BEST IN SHOW: 
 Nancy Stark,  

“New York Central Lightning Stripe”



Tom Duntemann’s won the Ticonderoga Dixon 
Princeton Brush Award at the 2024 Missouri Watercolor 
Society International Exhibition and the Jack Bowen Award 
for “Lightning Rod” at the International Watermedia 
Exhibition at the Watercolor Art Society, Houston, TX.

Exhibition Acceptance:  
Charles Frances’s “Still Life” and MaryLou 
Andrews’s “Art Was His Life” were accepted into the 
International Watermedia Exhibition at the Watercolor Art 
Society, Houston, TX.   

John James’ “Moonblind” and Charles Frances’ 
“Selection Committee” were accepted into the Louisiana 
Watercolor Society’s 54th Annual International Exhibition.

Welcome:
Tidewater-Eastern Shore is thrilled to welcome our newest 

member from Smithfield, Russell Parrish and 
Angelica Suciu  from Virginia Beach.  

Solo or Small Group Show:  
MaryLou Andrews will have a solo show, “The Joy of 
Life,” at the Virginia Beach Central Library,  April 2024.    

Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep:  Charlie Lindauer

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Art Was His Life” by MaryLou Andrews

Ron Andrea’s watercolor, “Colonial Gazebo” will appear 
on the cover of the Spring issue of the Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation’s Trends & Traditions magazine. 

Richmond
Area Rep: William Frable

Cathy Tyler participated in the Bon Air Artists Associa-
tion’s Annual show in March at the Independence Golf Club 
and sold a painting! 

South Central
Area Rep: Ursula Burgess

“Colonial 
Gazebo”  

watercolor 
by 

Ron Andrea



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Out of State 
Area Rep:  Charlie Frances

Chris Krupinski won the John Singer Sargent Award at 
the 2024 Missouri Watercolor Society International 
Exhibition and an Award of Merit for “Feeling Left Out” at the 
International Watermedia Exhibition (IWE) in Houston, TX.

Chris was accepted into the 2024 International American 
Watercolor Society exhibition in New York City. Additionally, 
“Orange Blossoms” was accepted into the Georgia Watercolor 
Society Exhibition; “Pears, Cherries, and Stripes” was select-
ed into the International Guild of Realism exhibition (T.H. 
Brennan Fine Art in Scottsdale, Arizona); “Catching the Light” 
will be in the 2024 Louisiana Watercolor Society online show; 
and “Circles and Stripes” will be exhibited in Watercolor USA.

Amy Arons was awarded the People’s Choice Award for  
“Keep your Face toward the Sunshine, That’s what Sunflowers 
Do” at the Essex Watercolor Club Library of the Chathams 
show, Chatham, NJ.

Margaret Huddy, VWS, AWS, NWS will be in a group 
show at Links Bridge Winery, Trumont, MD, April 27 to May 
12, 2024 with artists from the Frederick Plein Air Artists.

Rick Goff will have a solo exhibition, “Images of Spring 
(Mostly)” at theVillages Arts Factory in Canton, MI.   

“Rata Tree” gouache and Ink by Rick Goff

“Keep your 
Face toward 
the Sunshine, 
That’s what 

Sunflowers Do” 
watercolor by 

Amy Arons 

“Feeling Left Out”, watercolor by Chris Krupinski



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Catherine Hillis, Locust Grove, will judge Plein Air at The 
Arboretum at the Blandy Experimental Farm in Boyce, VA.  
This plein air event will take place Sept. 18 - 21, 2024 and is 
expected to draw over 100 artists from around the region.

Hillis announces her solo exhibition opening at the RAL Art 
Center in Kilmarnock, VA. Her exhibit, A Moment in Time, runs 
from April 2 - 27 with a reception on Friday, April 5th at 4 pm.  
Both plein air and studio paintings will be exhibited.

Ms. Hillis is one of 30 artists from around the country invited 
to participate in the Gloucester Arts Festival Plein Air Invita-
tional, one of Virginia’s premier plein air events. The festival 
will take place from May 31 through June 8 and she will be a 
featured watercolorist in the event.

Holly Frazier, Lynchburg, is showing watercolor paint-
ings in a group show at the Lynchburg Art Club, Lynchburg, 
VA entitled “Paris to Provence”. April 5-28, 2024 

David Eakin, Forest VA, received his AWS signature status 
with “Adrift” being selected for the 157th Annual Inter-
national Juried Exhibition American Watercolor Society, 
The Salmagundi Club, New York, NY.  The show dates are 
April 2-26, 2024.

Patricia Harrington celebrates the life and art of paint-
er Patricia Harrington (1924-2019). The 200-page book traces 
the artist’s sixty-year career in transparent watercolor, oil, and 
acrylic media through reproductions of more than 90 paint-
ings and text that illuminate her life as an artist and 
creative process. 

”Adrift”, acrylic on paper by David Eakin

“The Winged Ant”, watercolor by Holly Frazier

The book is based on the 
retrospective exhibition, 
Patricia Harrington:  
Essences of the Earth 
(March 3-Aprl 1, 2023), 
held in the Patricia 
Harrington Gallery 
Building at the 
Academy Center of the 
Arts in Lynchburg, 
Virginia and is authroed 
by the exhibiton’s curator, 
Ellen Schall Agnes.
 $45 plus tax. 

Piedmont
Area Rep:  David Eakin



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Three new members of the VWS Southwest Area had their 
work selected in their first time entering the VWS exhibition! 

Congratulations to Patti Jones, Rebecca Bradbury, 
and Gina Lothian Stanley. 

Nancy Stark’s painting, “New York Central Lightning 
Stripe”, was awarded the Herbert G. Morris Memorial Award 
in the 157th American Watercolor Society Exhibition.

Vera Dickerson was accepted into the 157th American 
Watercolor Society Exhibition and her painting, “Sudden 
Shower”, received an award. It has also been accepted into 
their traveling show for 2024. After the April exhibition clos-
es, her work will travel to venues throughout the US before 
returning to NYC in the spring of 2025.

ZL Feng received the Dagmar Tribble Memorial Award 
in the 157th American Watercolor Society Exhibition for his 
painting, “Morning Creek”. His painting will also be included 
in the traveling show.

Southwestern
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

Northern
Area Rep:  Janet Hansen Martinet    

Suzanne Davis Ross and Penny Simmons 
will exhibit their paintings in watercolors and oils at the 
Invitational Plein Air Exhibition at “Kaleidoscope” on route 
636 in Hardy, Virginia. The exhibit is March 18 - April 18, 2024.

Michele Walter got a job with Carilion Clinic in the 
Roanoke area, as Artist in Residence with their Employee 
Wellness Program. She will be serving the employees with 
workshops, events and activities that will help them reduce 
stress and anxiety. It will be a program lasting until
December 2024. Arts in Healthcare Studies have shown 
that art reduces recovery times, improves mood, and lowers 
blood pressure and heart rate.

Jane Winders Frank was recognized for her body of 
work at the Bower Center for the Arts in Bedford In March 
2024. 

Mike Flynn is the April Artist of the Month at the Loft 
Gallery of Occoquan. His theme is  “Sky Moments” and his 
work captures the beauty of the changes in atmosphere. 
Mike also organized the Spring Artists’ Inventory Sale at 
the Harris Pavilion in Manassas on April 6th and showed his 
watercolors there. 

Elaine Nunnally won a Dick Blick merchandise award 
for her painting, “Into the City”, in the 2024 Missouri  
Watercolor Society Exhibition.

Elaine was also the juror for the AIM (Artists In Middleburg) 
Gallery’s Fall  exhibition. Additionally, Elaine had 5 paintings 
selected for the Spring Art at the Mill show and sale in 
Millwood, VA.

“Connemara National Park, Ireland”, watercolor by Mike Flynn “Into the City”, watercolor by Elaine Nunnally



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

Deborah Conn’s “Unhoused: Tim” will be in “Splash 25: 
The Best of Watercolor”. Another painting in her series,  
“Unhoused: Al” was accepted into the National Watercolor  
Society online member show which runs from  
May1 to June 30.

Jean K. Gill  has a painting in the ongoing 157th  
International Exhibition of the American Watercolor Society.  
She also had two works accepted in the 34th WCWS Rockies 
West National Exhibition and won the Delta Fine Arts  
Award there. 

Diedre Pistochini’s painting “Kauai Girl” was juried into 
the 45th Annual Virginia Watercolor Society Exhibition, and 
she has now achieved “Signature” member status in that 
organization. 

Carolyn Marshall Wright is one of five artists in-
cluded in the abstract themed show ”Happiness of Color” at 
the Byrne Gallery, in Middleburg, Virgina for the month of 
March.  She will show there again in May in a floral-themed 
show.  Her paintings “Morning Reflections” and “That First Cup 
of the Morning” were accepted into the “Reflections” show at 
Maryland Federation of Art’s Circle Gallery in Annapolis, run-
ning from March 28 to April 27.  Her piece “Just Ripe” received 
a Special Merit Award from Art and Color 365 magazine’s 
“Open Art Competition”. Also, “Morning in Giverny” was cho-
sen for this year’s Virginia Watercolor Society Show.  Last, but 
not at all least, she is one of over 1,000 artists participating in 
this year’s Artomatic exhibition which will run through April 
28 at the Artomatic site at 2100 M St. NW in Washington, DC. 

Craig Wright’s watercolor “St. George’s Well” was juried 
into the 45th Georgia National Exhibition. His watercolor 
“Prickly Pear” was juried into the 45th Annual Virginia Water-
color Society (VWS) exhibition. This is his 3rd appearance at 
a VWS exhibition, earning him “ Signature Member” status.  
Craig was also juried into Potomac Valley Watercolorists.  

“Saint George’s Well”, watercolor by Craig Wright

“That First Cup 
of the Morning”, 
watercolor by 
Carolyn Marshall 
Wright



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Valley
Area Rep: Constance Fisher

Peg Sheridan will be participating in the Garden Week 
Plein Air Event in Staunton, hosted by Beverley Street Studio 
School, on April 20 and 21. She also was juried into the Floyd 
Plein Air Festival, which will take place August 22-28, 2024. 

 
Brenda Hounshell will have a solo show coming up in 

June of 2024. 

Where: 
Arts Council of the Valley,  

311 South Main Street, Harrisonburg, VA 22801

When: 
First Fridays Opening Reception,  

June 7th - 5:00 pm-7:00 pm

Show Dates: 
June 7th through June 27th

Gallery Times: 
Monday through Friday - 9:00am-5:00pm

Exhibition:  
“Juxtaposed”

Watercolor by Constance Fisher

After the conclusion in January of a very successful one 
woman show at the Lawrence Gallery in Winchester, Virginia 
(where she sold many original paintings and giclee prints), 

Constance Fisher (C.B. Fisher) is thrilled and honored 
to have been accepted into the following shows so far this 
year:  The International Society of Experimental Artists, 
Juried 2024 Making Our Marks Exhibition, The Clarke County 
Historical Association, Art At The Mill Juried Spring Show, The 
Baltimore Watercolor Society Juried Exhibit at the Maryland 
House of Delegates in Annapolis, Maryland - Honorable 
Mention Winner, The Pennsylvania Watercolor Society 2024 
Online Members Show, and finally she was juried into our 
own 45th Virginia Watercolor Society Exhibition by Juror Eric 
Wiegardt. A busy and wonderful beginning  to 2024!

Chris Duke has a new website as of two weeks ago. 
www.ChrisDukeArt.com  On the website, there is latest 
news under the heading, NEWS. She did have a very recent 
art adventure!

Ann Lesman’s painting “Rising” has been selected by 
ShenArts to be a banner in ArtScape. Her painting “Tufted 
Titmouse” will appear in Biafarin Exhibizone Spring edition. 
And her painting “Ice Cream” has been juried into “Art at the 
Mill,” spring 2024.



VWS NEWSLETTER &  
SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES 

(As of June 19, 2023)

This is an overview for submitting news and art images for 
the VWS newsletter (Waterlogue) and social media platforms.  
The guidelines outline what may be included on VWS social 
media platforms and the Waterlogue newsletter. This docu-
ment will serve as a reference for members, the Waterlogue 
Newsletter Editor and Social Media Manager (“Editors”), and 
VWS Area Reps (“Reps”). Guidelines are subject to change.  

For this document “watercolor(s)” refers to watercolor(s) and 
water-based media.

CHANNEL of INFORMATION

All member news and materials for the newsletter and 
social media platforms will be sent to the member’s VWS 
Rep, not directly to the Editors.  Reps will be responsible for 
forwarding the member materials to the Editors. The pur-
pose of this channel is to help filter content and to reduce 
the volume of emails the Editors receive from members. With 
the VWS membership at more than 400 artists, the funneling 
to the Reps is more manageable for the Editors and helps the 
Rep learn more about the members in their region.  

ACCEPTANCE of SUBMITTED MATERIAL

Submitted materials will be reviewed for content and rele-
vancy by Reps and Editors who reserve the right to accept or 
reject any item. Rejections may occur if the submission does 
not adhere to the guidelines. An Editors’ time and space may 
also be factors for submissions not being posted.

We love getting pictures with your information. It’s even bet-
ter when the artists’ name and title of the painting is in the 
file name. If you have trouble renaming the image file, please 
make a good description in the email so it can be indentified. 

Alexandria & Arlington  
Jane Coonce, 

janecoonce@gmail.com

Northern 
Janet Hansen Martinet
hansenm_Janet@att.net

Fairfax  
Carolyn Marshall Wright

c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Richmond  
William “Jack” Frable
wfrable@vcu.edu

Necks & Peninsula  
James Warwick Jones

jwarwickjones@hotmail.com

Piedmont  
David Eakin

dreakin57@gmail.com

South Central  
Ursula Burgess

ucburgess@gmail.com

Southwestern  
Angela Shields

donandangel@gmail.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore  
Charlie Frances
c.art@cox.net

Western Ridge & Valley  
Connie Fisher

cbfisherartist@gmail.com

Out of State & Signature Members  
Charlie Frances 
c.art@cox.net

VWS AREA REPRESENTATIVE CONTACTS:

Summer Newsletter
DEADLINE:

July 1, 2 0 2 4


