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Letter from the 
VWS President:

We welcome this New Year 2024 
with great celebration! Our 45th 
Annual Exhibition in Lynchburg 
is in full swing. Registration is 
open and already accepting its 
Call for Entries. Kudos to 
Co-Chairs David Eakin and 
Laren Baum.

Our membership transition kicked off as planned by January 
1st. The design is clean and allows each member to showcase 
their own artwork and update as needed. I encourage you to 
go online and post your artwork. I marvel at the dedication and 
loyalty of our members and thank you all, our Lifetime, Active 
and NEW members for your commitment to VWS. Thanks to 
Karen Schwartz for her many years of work maintaining such a 
robust history as Membership Chair.

We welcome new Board members:  Terry Wylie - Vice President, 
Lynne Frailing - Membership, Nancy Harvey - Historian and 
Nancy Stark  - CaFE’ Liaison and our Student Outreach 
Committee:  Mary Lou and Sandy Andrews, Lynne and 
Vic Frailing and Linda Wright. 

As you read the newsletter, you will also be receiving the 44th 
Williamsburg Annual Exhibition catalog that wouldn’t be pos-
sible without Lorrie Herman and her professional and excellent 
design sensibilities. 

This year holds much promise. Just keep your brushes wet.

Trish Crowe
VWS President

Lynchburg, Virginia

45th Annual 
Virginia Watercolor Society 

Exhibition  
Registration now open, 

Deadline February 9, 2024           
https://artist.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=12803 

 Notifications sent by March 15, 2024
Each entry will receive notifications per entry from Café.  

(So if you enter 1 you will get one notification. 
If you enter 3 will get three notifications from Café) 

 Please remember to copy your entry and 
notification page for your records. 



Eric Wiegardt Workshop
April 29 - May 2, 2024
Registration deadline is April 1st

Academy Center of the Arts
519 Commerce Street
Lynchburg, VA 24504
(Adjacent to the Academy Gallery, Arts and
Education Building - The Peggy Burruss Studio)

The Virginia Watercolor Society is pleased to announce that the 45th Annual Exhibition 
Juror, Eric Wiegardt, will be teaching a watercolor workshop on Monday, April 29 through 

Thursday, May 2, at the ACOA Arts & Education Building.

Eric Wiegardt AWS-DF, NWS has left an indelible mark 
on both the American and International art scene. He 
is one of the few in the world to be awarded both the 
GOLD MEDAL and DOLPHIN FELLOW from the oldest 
and most prestigious watercolor society, AMERICAN 
WATERCOLOR SOCIETY, NEW YORK. He is declared one 
of the top ten watercolor masters of today in the world 
by artmatch4U. He has participated in numerous 
museum exhibitions throughout the US and China. 

Eric is a signature member of the American Watercolor 
Society (Dolphin Fellow), National Watercolor Society, 
Transparent Watercolor Society of America (Master 
Status) and others. He has been awarded the 2012 AWS 
Gold Medal of Honor, 2014 AWS Judge, among many 
other national and international awards. He has 
exhibited at both International Watermedia Shows 
in Nanchang and Shenzhen, China.

“Astoria Afternoon’ “Grand Central Station” “Tokeland”
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Juror’s Statement: 
Our workshops are designed to loosen up even the tightest painter and break the niggling detail habit. Painting 
loose is much more than a technique; it requires an understanding of specific design concepts in order to free 
one’s mind. Each day, Eric will focus on one of these principles. All levels of expertise and individual style will 
benefit from Eric’s broad depth of experience. 

Registration priority will be given to VWS members through April 1. Deadline to register for the workshop 
is April 12. Registrations will be processed in the order received. Non-members will be put on a waiting 
list until April 2. 

ERIC WIEGARDT WORKSHOP REGISTRATION FORM

Register by check through standard postal mail. Please complete this form clearly, and mail it with your 
check in the amount of $500.00 for VWS members, $550.00 Non-members. 

A confirmation email will be sent to you when registered. 

Make the check payable to:  VWS 2024 Exhibition. 
Mail to:  Laren Baum, 3224 Landon Street, Lynchburg, VA 24503 

	
	 Name:  ____________________________________________________________________________

	 Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________

	 City: __________________________________________  State:_________   Zip:  _________________

	 Email:  ________________________________________   Phone:  _____________________________ 

	 Check enclosed: $________________ 	 p VWS Member - $500 	 p Non-Member - $550 



Important dates:

ENTRY DEADLINE: Tuesday, February 9, 2024
Deliver Artwork to Academy Center of the Arts: 

Friday, April 26 & Saturday, April 27

Workshop: Monday, April 29 - Thursday, May 2 

Exclusive VWS Member & Guest Reception: Friday, May 3, 4 p.m.

First Friday Exhibition open to the public: May 3, 5 to 7 p.m.

Annual Business Meeting & VWS Award Luncheon: 

Saturday, May 4 time TBD

 Entries will be processed through Café.com. The Exhibition Prospectus, detailed calendar, and link to Café.com will be posted 
on the VWS Website and will be emailed to the membership soon.

     Remember your VWS Membership must be current to enter the show.  
     Artists must be a Virginia resident to join the Virginia Watercolor Society.

Juror and Workshop Instructor:

Eric Wiegardt, AWS-DF, NWS
Workshop & Exhibition Venue: 

Academy Center of the Arts - 600 Main Street, Lynchburg, VA 24504

Exhibition Committee
Exhibition Co-Chairs:  David Eakin & Laren Carlin Baum

Academy Center of the Arts Curator: Ted Batt
Fundraising Chairs: David Eakin & Holly Frazier

Hospitality Chairs: Purnell Pettyjohn, Jane Carter Vaughan, Ellen White, Julia Dean, Dennis Johnson 
Exhibition Treasurer: A.J. Eccles 

Please contact David Eakin for more information.  dreakin57@gmail.com

45th Virginia Watercolor Society 
2024 Juried Exhibition

May 3 to June 28, 2024

VWS 2023 BEST IN SHOW: 
 Nancy Stark, “New York Central Lightning Stripe.”



Tom Duntemann’s “740” took the Blue Ribbon in the 
2D category, 5th Annual Veterans Art Show by the Yorktown 
Arts Foundation and On the Hill Gallery in Colonial Yorktown. 
Duntemann’s “Point Blank” also earned an Honorable  

Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep:  Charlie Lindauer
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“740” by Tom Duntemann

Atrium Artists in Residence:  Seda Pound, Katie Prock and Rowena Federico Finn

Mention at the 2023 American Society of Aviation Artists 
International Aerospace Exhibition at the Pima Air Museum 
in Tucson AZ.

Exhibition Acceptance:  
MaryLou Andrews’ “Bread Maker”, Charles 
Frances’ “I’m Two Tired Deere” and John James’ 
“Sometimes the Past Comes Through” were accepted in the 
Missouri Watercolor Society’s 2024 International Juried and 
Judged Exhibition, Frontenac, MO, Feb-March 2024.  Frances’ 
“Caribbean Market” was selected for the Chateau Gallery’s 
(Louisville, KY) International “The Art of Food” Exhibition. 
Frances’ “Everything is All Right in the Grill” was accepted into 
the Mid-Southern Watercolorist’s 54th Annual Juried 
Exhibition March-April 2024, North Little Rock, AR.

New Roles:
More Tidewater-Eastern Shore Members take leadership 

roles and volunteer.  Terry Wiley becomes VWS’s Vice 

President and Lynne Frailing is our new Membership 
Chair.

Welcome:
Tidewater-Eastern Shore is thrilled to welcome our newest 

member from Smithfield, Joan Frischmann and 
Kevin Edwards from Suffolk..  

Solo or Small Group Show:  
Rowena Finn’s solo show, “Foreign Bodies,” will be at 
the MacArthur Center Offsite Gallery, Norfolk, Dec 2023-Jan 
2024. Rowena Finn will also be an Atrium Artist in Residence 
at the Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA), Virginia Beach, 
May-June 2024.
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Spring Newsletter
DEADLINE:

April 1, 2 0 2 4

South Central
Area Rep: Ursula Burgess

Cathy Tyler will have two plein air watercolors on exhibit 
with the Virginia Plein Air Painters at the Montpelier Center 
for Arts and Education, 17205 Mountain Rd, Montpelier, VA 
23192, January 11th thru March 10th. Reception Sunday, 
February 25th, 2pm – 4pm. 

Beverly Perdue AWS,TWSA ,VWS was awarded the BWS 
Bronze Medal award in the 2023 Mid-Atlantic Watercolor 
Exhibition.  Her painting “George’s Memories” was selected 
by juror Alexis Lavine and she stated “It was a never ending 
visual feast”. Bev was also awarded BWS Master Status.
Her painting “Coffee Break” is about to complete traveling for 
the past year with the selected 2023 AWS paintings traveling 
to the East and West Coast this past year.

ART WALK on April 27, 2024 in the town of Farmville. 
Artists who want to apply for this event find all the infor-
mation on the website of Central Virginia Arts, a non-profit 
organization, under “Art Walk”. www.centralvirginiaarts.org.

“George’s Memories”, watercolor by Beverly Perdue
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Susan Stuller was honored to have 2 paintings selected 
by the Library of Virginia to hang in the Governors Mansion 
for 1 year. One is in his office and the other is in the main 
living area. He held a reception in December for all of the 
artists selected and personally met everyone.  Susan also 
has a painting selected into the 2024 Missouri International 
Exhibition. She has been awarded the Virginia Baier Memo-
rial Award in the 2023 Mid-Atlantic Exhibition 

Western Ridge & Valley 
Area Rep:  Connie Fisher

Constance Fisher was juried into the Baltimore Water-
color Society Mid-Atlantic Regional Exhibition, Kentlands 
Mansion Galleries in Gaithersburg, Maryland. The Juror of 
Selection was Alexis Lavine. She currently has a solo show of 
40 paintings in the Lawrence Gallery at Westminster 
Canterbury in Winchester, Virginia. The show opened on 
November 21st and runs until January 19th 2024. 
There was a well attended reception that occurred on 
November 30, 2023.

Richmond
Area Rep: William Frable

Vera Dickerson received an honor from the National 
Watercolor Society when one of her paintings was included 
at the top of the home page in the slider for their show.

Southwestern
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

Sharie Boyle and Lisa Lessard will be teaching 
onboard the Oceania Insignia in February and March! The 
cruise will travel from Auckland New Zealand through the 
waters around New Zealand Australia and Indonesia with 
watercolor lessons relating to the sites we visit on land tours 
of the region! Think:  Koalas, Komodo Dragons and Kanga-
roos! 
 

Latha Palackavayalil  achieved signature status with 
the Virginia Watercolor Society.

Priyaa Ranjan has a  solo exhibition  at the Ashburn 
Library, Works in Watercolor- A Solo Exhibition from 
January 2 - February 28, 2024.

Arlington & Alexandria
Area Rep:  Jane McElvany Coonce

“Nature: Inside and Out” 
paintings by 

Jane McElvany Coonce

Green Spring Gardens Horticulture Center
4603 Green Springs Rd. 

Alexandria, VA.
 

The show runs from 
January 9, 2024 until March 3, 2024.

Reception Sunday, January 14 from 1 to 3 pm.
 

The hours of the Center are: 
Monday – Saturday 9 am to 4 pm, 

Sunday Noon to 4:30 pm.

Northern
Area Rep:  Janet Hansen Martinet    
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Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

Jean K. Gill had works accepted in the 123rd International
Exhibition of the Philadelphia Watercolor Society, the 44th 
International of the Pennsylvania Watercolor Society, the 
2023 Rocky Mountain National, the 2023 NWS Signature and 
Associates Exhibition, and the 2023 Baltimore Watercolor 
Society in which she has been granted Watermedia 
Master Elite status.  She obtained signature status in the 
Rocky Mountain National Watercolor Society.  Jean received 
an award of merit in the PWCS Members’ Show and was 

“Just Ripe” 
by 

Carolyn 
Marshall 
Wright 

Jean K. Gill’s 
“Shadoconuts”

Piedmont
Area Rep:  David Eakin

David Eakin, Forest VA, painting, “The Eyes Have It”, received the Andrew Wyeth 
award at the Baltimore Watercolor Society Mid-Atlantic Exhibition.        

Catherine Hillis was awarded at the The Plein Air Salon Art Competition, 
“Best Building Award” and the “Top 100 Finalists in November” for her watercolor 
painting, ‘Morning Hustle at DCA.’  The judge was Colorado artist Skip Whitcomb.  
Hillis was also a Top 100 Finalist for a watercolor painting in July. Ms. Hillis is 
pleased to announce she will serve as an Artist-in-Residence at Chateau 
d’Orquevaux in France in November 2024.

awarded the Appleshed & Milway 3rd place in the 33rd 
Rockies West National for “Shadoconuts”.

Deborah Conn’s painting “Unhoused: Mary Sue” won a 
memorial award at the BWS Mid-Atlantic Show, and “The 
Way She Sees It” won second place at the Potomac Valley 
Watercolorists St Andrews Fall Show and Sale. 

Craig Wright was accepted into Potomac Valley 
Watercolorists and looks forward to exhibiting with them.

Carolyn Marshall Wright’s painting “Just Ripe” 
received the Baltimore Watercolor Award at the Potomac 
Valley Watercolorists St Andrews Fall Show and Sale show 
called 
“Summer Gems”. 

Catherine Hillis- “Morning Hustle at DCA”



An increase in the annual membership dues 
to $40 per year was approved at the 2023 
Exhibition Business Meeting on Saturday, 

September 16, 2023.

Membership dues for 2024 
MUST BE received by the 2024 
exhibition entry deadline on 
February 9 to be eligible to 

enter the 2024 VWS Exhibition. 

Renew your membership online at 
https://virginiawatercolorsociety.org/

vws-membership/

If you wish to pay by check, you can get a print-
able form on the same page, as well as informa-

tion about Lifetime membership. 
Lifetime members do not have to pay dues but 
still need to update their contact information 
annually by submitting a membership form or 

emailing the membership chair at 
virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com 

VWS NEWSLETTER &  
SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES 

(As of June 19, 2023)

This is an overview for submitting news and art images for 
the VWS newsletter (Waterlogue) and social media platforms.  
The guidelines outline what may be included on VWS social 
media platforms and the Waterlogue newsletter. This docu-
ment will serve as a reference for members, the Waterlogue 
Newsletter Editor and Social Media Manager (“Editors”), and 
VWS Area Reps (“Reps”). Guidelines are subject to change.  

For this document “watercolor(s)” refers to watercolor(s) and 
water-based media.

CHANNEL of INFORMATION

All member news and materials for the newsletter and 
social media platforms will be sent to the member’s VWS 
Rep, not directly to the Editors.  Reps will be responsible for 
forwarding the member materials to the Editors. The pur-
pose of this channel is to help filter content and to reduce 
the volume of emails the Editors receive from members. With 
the VWS membership at more than 400 artists, the funneling 
to the Reps is more manageable for the Editors and helps the 
Rep learn more about the members in their region.  

ACCEPTANCE of SUBMITTED MATERIAL

Submitted materials will be reviewed for content and rele-
vancy by Reps and Editors who reserve the right to accept or 
reject any item. Rejections may occur if the submission does 
not adhere to the guidelines. An Editors’ time and space may 
also be factors for submissions not being posted.

Alexandria & Arlington:  
Jane Coonce, 
janecoonce@gmail.com

Northern: 
Janet Hansen Martinet
hansenm_Janet@att.net

Fairfax:  
Carolyn Marshall Wright
c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Richmond:  
William “Jack” Frable
wfrable@vcu.edu

Necks & Peninsula:  
James Warwick Jones
jwarwickjones@hotmail.com

Piedmont:  
David Eakin
dreakin57@gmail.com

South Central:  
Ursula Burgess
ucburgess@gmail.com

Southwestern:  
Angela Shields
donandangel@gmail.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore:  
Charlie Frances
c.art@cox.net

Western Ridge & Valley:  
Connie Fisher
cbfisherartist@gmail.com

Out of State & Signature Members:  
Ruth Lefko:  Rlefko2@gmail.com
  

VWS AREA REPRESENTATIVE CONTACTS:

2024 Membership Dues
$40


