
VWS Newsletter:  
Fall 2023

Letter from the 
VWS President:

I want to thank all the VWS 
members, friends and art lovers 
for joining us in Williamsburg for 
our 44th Annual Juried Exhibi-
tion. I had the opportunity to 
explore this charming Colonial 
town with its great restaurants 
and exuberant population.  

A big thank you to our Exhibition Chair, Karen Schwartz, and 
the indominable juror and workshop leader, Carole Barnes. It 
was my first VWS workshop experience and it did not disap-
point. She identified the artist in two modes:  the doer, and the 
critiquer.  We are the doer in the process and the critiquer after 
the fact.

The Exhibition artwork in Williamsburg is simply awesome. You 
can be proud to be a watercolorist in Virginia!

I am pleased to tell you that our Bylaws Amendments were 
passed unanimously in the Annual Business Meeting; and, I am 
equally pleased to announce the formation of a new committee 
to outreach our Virginia art students and teachers. The commit-
tee consists of two new VWS members.

	 -  Chee Kludt Ricketts
	 -  Kira Skala
	 -  Sandy Andrews
	 -  Lynne and Vic Frailling
	 -  Linda Wright

A very special thanks to our Area Reps for their past service:  
Julie Read and Pam Doss who are passing the baton to James 
Warwick Jones in the Necks & Peninsula Area and Connie Fisher 
in the Western Ridge and Valley Area, respectively.

Not to rest on our laurels, our 45th Annual Exhibition is in 
full swing under the chairmanships of David Eakin and Laren 
Carlin Baum in Lynchburg at the Academy Center of the Arts.  
The show will open May 3rd and run until June 28th. 
Eric Wiegardt will be juror and will hold a four-day workshop. 
Images will be due February 9th.

I close with one of Carole Barnes many quotations:

“Pay attention
Be astonished
Tell someone.”

-- Mary Oliver--

Please don’t hesitate to reach out to me, if I can be of 
any help, Trish Crowe, VWSTrishCrowe@gmail.com

Trish Crowe
VWS President

Trish Crowe and Charlie Frances Lorrie Herman and Deb Erickson



Notes from the VWS 2023 Exhibition Chair, Karen Schwartz

The 2023 Annual VWS Exhibition at the Williamsburg Con-
temporary Art Center (WCAC) includes 90 gorgeous paint-
ings selected by our juror, Carole Barnes, from 455 pieces 
submitted by 199 VWS artists. 

Some people might have felt doubtful that we could fit 90 
paintings into our little art center in Williamsburg, but we 
did it and it is beautiful! Our visitors have been thrilled and 
amazed at all the wonderful paintings on exhibit! Thank you 
to Carole Barnes for selecting such a beautiful collection 
of artworks!

Carole awarded 22 prizes, including Best in Show, 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, 4th, and 5th places, plus 6 Awards of Excellence, 6 
Awards of Distinction, and 5 Awards of Merit. The awards 
and paintings are listed on the VWS website. 

Special thanks to Charlie Frances and his team for their 
diligent solicitation of VWS members, Art Organizations, and 
Businesses for cash donations, gift certificates and art sup-
plies to fund the awards and the exhibition! Their work made 
the exhibition possible!

Thank you to the people who helped set up, carry in the 
Artist’s supplies, and then take down the tables for the 
workshop, especially Gregory Millslagle and Joel Schwartz, as 
well as many of the workshop participants who also helped 
knock down the tables to get ready for the evening recep-
tion on Friday. To Hellen Bennett, Holland Etheridge, Carol 
Vaughn, Urlee O’Donnell, Catherine Bond, James Warwick 
Jones, Paula Morse and Terry Abbott, thank you for helping 
take in the artwork and installing the show. For helping 
check in the guests at the Friday Reception, Saturday Busi-
ness meeting and Awards Luncheon, special thanks to Pam 
Doss and Ann Brooks. Thank you to Michele Sorenson for 

managing the VWS social media and to WCAC’s office man-
ager, Michael Jones, for managing the WCAC social media as 
well as storing the 15 giant boxes of shipped paintings and 
fielding phone calls throughout the exhibition 
planning stages.

Most of all, I want to thank my co-chair and artistic director: 
Apryl Altman, Workshop Coordinator: Urlee O’Donnell, and 
Exhibition treasurer: Nancy Lenz Harvey, without whose 
support, advice, and hard work, the exhibition would never 
have made it to the installation stage.

Thank you to all of you who came to see the show and par-
ticipate in the opening events over the weekend of Septem-
ber 15 & 16! It was lovely to see so many people come to visit 
the Art Center and to celebrate with us! If you haven’t yet 
made it to Williamsburg to see the show, we hope you will 
all make a trip to see this wonderful exhibition! Make sure to 
cast your votes for the Members’ Choice Award and encour-
age your guests to cast a vote for the People’s Choice Award. 
The votes for Members’ Choice and People’s Choice will be 
collected through October 27.  The winners will be an-
nounced by email, and the award ribbons will be displayed 
with the paintings on October 28.

You can view the show online at 
https://virginiawatercolorsociety.org/

2023-exhibition-awards-gallery/

R E M I N D E R : 
Art Pick-Up  

at the Williamsburg Contemporary Art Center 

Friday, Nov. 3  from 10 am to 4:30 pm 
Saturday, Nov. 4  from 10 am to 3 pm

President, Trish Crowe & Chee RickettsAttendees of the VWS  Annual Meeting & Luncheon. Incoming Show Chair:  David Eakin
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The 2023 VWS Exhibition Workshop was held at the 
Williamsburg Community Building on September 13 to 15. 
Twenty-two artists plus the workshop coordinator participat-
ed in the workshop presented by Carole Barnes, our 
2023 exhibition juror, judge and instructor.

Carole gave brief demonstrations each morning and 
afternoon and held individual critiques with the artists who 
requested them. Some of our paintings were more successful 

than others, but we all had a great time experimenting with 
her techniques and adapting them to our own styles. Her 
demonstrations and talks were especially fun and informa-
tive, and she shared a wealth of resources with us.

Special thanks to Michael Jones, Victor Frailing and Michele 
Sorenson for taking photos of us at work, some of which are 
included here.

Carole Barnes, juror and workshop leader

Urlee O’DonnellApryl Altman

Ellen DeMaria Karen Schwartz Connie Fisher

MaryLou Andrews

Drone Photage by Vic Frailing



*Minimum purchase of $59 (before tax) required to redeem coupon. Must be applied  
to a future purchase. One coupon per customer. Offer valid at plazaart.com only.  
Cannot be combined with other offers. MUST CREATE A USERNAME AND 
PASSWORD, AND BE LOGGED IN, TO USE. Other exceptions may apply.

USE CODE VWS15
Shop online at www.plazaart.com

$15 off
Your Next $59+ Online Purchase*

SAVE ONLINESAVE ONLINE
AUTOMATICALLY BECOME A SAVINGS CARD  

MEMBER WITH YOUR FIRST ONLINE PURCHASE!

* Coupon valid for Virginia Watercolor Society Members who sign up for a Plaza Art 
Savings Card. Minimum purchase of $59 (before tax) required to redeem coupon. 
Must be applied to a future purchase. One coupon per customer. Offer valid on in-
store purchases only. Other exceptions may apply. See store for details.

OR

Artist & Craft Materials • Picture Framing • Creative Gifts  
Kids Art Supplies • Journals • Writing Instruments & More!

SHOP IN-STORE & ONLINE • IN-STORE PICK UP • LOCAL DELIVERY

@plazaartrva @plazaart_fairfax  @plazaart   @plazaart 

SAVINGS CARD

Unlock Your Savings Card Benefits Today!
SAVE IN-STORESAVE IN-STORE
Your Savings Card discounts begin as  
soon as you sign up in-store! It’s Free!

SAVE EVERYDAYSAVE EVERYDAY
Receive a Savings Card price on almost  
every item throughout the store when you 
present your Savings Card!

SAVE ONLINESAVE ONLINE
Save $15 off your next purchase of $59  
or more with the attached coupon!

SAVE ON SAVE ON CUSTOM  CUSTOM  
FRAMING SERVICES FRAMING SERVICES 
The more you frame, the more you save! Ask  
an associate for details on pricing and services.

WE KEEP YOUR DATA PRIVATE!

EXCLUSIVE COUPONSEXCLUSIVE COUPONS
FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT PLAZA ARTIST MATERIALS!FROM YOUR FRIENDS AT PLAZA ARTIST MATERIALS!

*CASHIER: SCAN AS LINE ITEM ON TRANSACTION*

Your Next $59+ In-Store Purchase*

SAVE IN-STORESAVE IN-STORE

$15 off
WHEN YOU SIGN UP FOR A SAVINGS CARD  

IN-STORE AT YOUR LOCAL PLAZA ART STORE!

810021

PLAZA ART – RICHMOND
927 West Grace Street  
Richmond, VA 23220  

(804) 359-5900

PLAZA ART – FAIRFAX
3045 Nutley Street  
Fairfax, VA 22031  
(703) 280-4500

Located in the VCU area, one block from the 
Siegel Center, between Harrison and Shafer, 

across from the Grace Street Theater.

Located in the Pan Am Shopping Center,  
at the corner of Nutley St and Lee Highway  

next door to Safeway. 

Welcome, Virginia Watercolor Society Members!

EXPIRES FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2023EXPIRES FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2023

Virginia Watercolor Society



Lynchburg is excited and honored to be hosting the 45th 
Virginia Watercolor Society’s Juried Exhibition in Lynchburg 
in 2024. Our team is in place and are already hard at work 
in arranging for an exciting event. The show and workshop 
will be held at the Academy Center of the Arts in downtown 
Lynchburg from May 3 through June 28, 2024. The ACOA 
offers Central Virginia a center for creativity with professional 
entertainment, educational opportunities in the performing 
and visual arts and is anchored by the renovated historic 
Academy of Music Theatre. Our show will take place in the 
Ann White Academy Gallery and adjacent Art Up Front Gal-
lery, in the Patricia Harrington (one of the founders of VWS!) 
Building located on the first floor of the ACOA at 
600 Main Street.

We are thrilled to have Eric Wiegardt AWS-DF, NWS as our 
juror! Eric will hold a four-day workshop from April 29 to 
May 2, 2024. Eric has been awarded the highest honor in 
watercolor painting: the Gold Medal and Dolphin Fellow 
from the American Watercolor Society, New York.

As a teacher and artist, he has left an indelible mark on the 
American and International art scene with his bold, loose 
painting style. He has participated in numerous museum 
exhibitions throughout the US and China. Eric has taught 
over 5,000 watercolorists in his popular Wiegardt‘s Painterly 
Watercolor Workshops. You can see his work at 
ericwiegardt.com

Our exhibit will open Friday, May 3, with an exclusive pre-
view at 4pm for VWS members. The show will be open to the 
public that evening from 5 to 8 pm as part of Lynchburg’s 
monthly First Friday Art Event.  We are still working out 
details and our agenda for Saturday’s meeting and luncheon 
and we will provide those in the next Waterlogue. There 
are hotels downtown that are exceptional, including The 
Virginian and Craddock Terry Hotel. Many other options are 
available and easy to get to.

Lynchburg has lots to see and do while you are in town for 
the exhibit. There are plenty of restaurants and shops within 
walking distance of the gallery and hotels. There are many 
other galleries to visit, outdoor activities, wineries, and his-
torical places. An index to these opportunities will be 
available soon.  

Message from Incoming Exhibition Co-Chairs - Lynchburg 2024

Plans are underway for the 2024 Annual Exhibition!
Important dates:

ENTRY DEADLINE: Tuesday, February 9, 2024
Deliver Artwork to Academy Center of the Arts: 

Friday, April 26 & Saturday, April 27

Workshop: Monday, April 29 - Thursday, May 2 

Exclusive VWS Member & Guest Reception: Friday, May 3, 4 p.m.

First Friday Exhibition open to the public: May 3, 5 to 7 p.m.

Annual Business Meeting & VWS Award Luncheon: 
Saturday, May 4 time TBD

     Entries will be processed through Café.com. The Exhibition Prospectus, 
     detailed calendar, and link to Café.com will be posted on the VWS Website 
     and will be emailed to the membership soon.

     Remember your VWS Membership must be current to enter the show.  
     Artists must be a Virginia resident to join the Virginia Watercolor Society.

Juror and Workshop Instructor:
Eric Wiegardt, AWS-DF, NWS
Workshop & Exhibition Venue: 

Academy Center of the Arts - 600 Main Street, Lynchburg, VA 24504

Exhibition Committee
Exhibition Co-Chairs:  David Eakin & Laren Carlin Baum

Academy Center of the Arts Curator: Ted Batt
Fundraising Chairs: David Eakin & Holly Frazier

Hospitality Chairs: Purnell Pettyjohn, Jane Carter Vaughan, Ellen 
White, Julia Dean, Dennis Johnson
Exhibition Treasurer: A.J. Eccles 

Please contact David Eakin for more information.
dreakin57@gmail.com

45th Virginia Watercolor Society 
2024 Juried Exhibition
May 3 to June 28, 2024

VWS 2023 BEST IN SHOW: 
 Nancy Stark, “New York Central Lightning Stripe.”

We look forward to hosting 
the 45th VWS Exhibition and 
hope to see as many 
members as possible in 
Lynchburg in 2024! 

Laren Baum and 
David Eakin



John James’ won Best in Show for “Balancing Act”,  Terry 
Wiley’s 3rd Place for “Winter at the Pagoda”, Kurt Ditmer’s 
Award of Merit for “Life Guard Shack After Hours”,  MaryLou 
Andrews’ Honorable Mention for “The Black Smith”, and Al 
Philips’ People’s Choice Award for “Morro Rock, Morro Bay, 
California” were awards received at the Chesapeake Bay 
Watercolorists Fall 2023 Exhibition, Suffolk Art Gallery.

MaryLou Andrews’  “Cebulski’s Decoy” was accepted 
into the Baltimore Watercolor Society 2023 MidAtlantic 
Regional Exhibition, October 2023-Jan 2024. “Cebulski’s 
Decoy” and “On the Move” were also accepted into the 
Charles Taylor Virginia Artists Exhibition, Hampton, VA, 
September - November.

Gina Buzby earned the blue ribbon at the the 20th 
Annual Chincoteague Plein Air Festival Quick Draw competi-
tion. The big prize was that Buzby’s artwork sold before she 
could take it off the easel.

Charlie Frances’ “The Selection Committee” was accept-
ed into the Baltimore Watercolor Society 2023 MidAtlantic 
Regional Exhibition, October 2023-Jan 2024. ”A Place for 
Comfort Food” was accepted into the AnnMarie Sculpture 
Garden and Arts Center --“Warm and Cozy” Exhibition, 
Solomons, MD, Oct ’23-Jan ‘24.

Vonnie Whitworth will have a solo show at the Charles 
Taylor Art Center, Hampton, The Triumph of the Human Spirit, 
September 16 – November 11, 2023.

Tidewater-Eastern Shore Area is excited to welcome our 

newest member from Suffolk, Kevin Edwards.

“Cebulski’s 
Decoy”, 
watercolor by  
MaryLou 
Andrews

Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep:  Charlie Lindauer

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“On the Move”, watercolor by Mary-
Lou Andrews

“The Blacksmith”, 
watercolor by  

MaryLou 
Andrews

Gina Buzby

“A Place for Com-
fort Food”, 
watercolor by  
Charlie Frances

“The Selection Committee”, watercolor by Charlie Frances



“Birds in Flight”, watercolor by Ellen Elmes

“Shady Spot in Town”, watercolor by Michele Walter

Ellen Elmes is exhibiting her watercolors, along with her 
husband Don’s photographs, during the month of October 
in a retrospective show entitled “Gravity and Grace: Visual 
Reflections on Human and Mother Nature.”  The exhibition 
is in the Paine Gallery in the Bluefield Arts Center, 500 Bland 
St. Bluefield WV. The Opening Reception is October 5th from 
5:00-7:00 pm.

Michele Walter won first place in watercolor in Bald 
Knob Artists show in Rocky Mount, Virginia for “Shady Spot 
in Town.”

Z.L Feng has been quite busy lately. He has won Second 
Place Awards for “Foggy Creek“ at Texas Watercolor Society 
2023 National Exhibition and “Art Student“ at Red River Valley 
Museum 2023 International Juried all Media Exhibition in 
Vernon, TX. He won the Trail and Streams Award for a wood-
lands theme for his watercolor “Snow Wood” at 2023 Adiron-
dacks National Exhibition of American Watercolors in View 
Arts Center in Old Forge, NY.  “Blessing“ won an Honorable 
Mention Award in Louisiana Watercolor Society 53rd Annual 
International Exhibition in New Orleans, LA. A Merchandise 
Award for “Red Leaves on the Rock” at 46th Southern Water-
color Society Annual Juried Exhibition in Panama City Center 
for the Art in Florida. He won the Alice and Peter Tenbeau 
Award for “Riverside Fall“ at 2023 Green Mountain Watercolor 
Exhibition in VT.

Z.L. also was Solo Juror of select and award judge for 
Society of Watercolor Artists 2023 International Exhibition in 
Fort Worth, TX. While there he conducted a two day water-
color Workshop in Fort Worth Texas. 

Z.L. will be teaching a two day Watercolor Workshop for the 
Blacksburg Regional Art Association October 27-28, 2023. 
He will have a one man show, “Watercolors by Z.L Feng” from 
November 4, 2023 to January 13, 2024 at Piedmont Arts 
Center, 215 Starling Avenue in Martinsville. Opening recep-
tion November 3, 2023.

Southwestern
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Red Leaves on the Rock”, watercolor by Z.L. Feng

Winter Newsletter
DEADLINE:

January 8, 2 0 2 4



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Christopher Wynn won an award of distinction at the 
VWS annual exhibition in Williamsburg this September. The 
painting is titled “Red Masquerade” is very bright and color-
ful with startling detail. Congratulations to Chris!

Western Ridge & Valley 
Area Rep:  Connie Fisher

Karen Moyers received the Best of Show Award for 
a watercolor on paper titled ”Taking the Stairs VII” at the 
Shenandoah Valley Watercolor Society’s 37th Annual 
Members’ Show is being held September 3 - November 3. 
The show is being held at Park Gables Gallery at the Virginia 
Mennonite Retirement Community.

South Central
Area Rep: Ursula Burgess

Penny Speidel was selected to be the “Featured Artist” 
on the National Arts Program website nationalartsprogram.
org which sponsored an exhibition at VCU Health in August.  
Her paintings, “Sophie’s Christmas Bow” and “Purple Iris at 
Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden” were in the show.

“Sophie’s Christmas Bow”, 
watercolor by Penny Speidel

Richmond
Area Rep: William Frable

“Purple Iris at Lewis Ginter 
Botanical Garden”, 

watercolor by Penny Speidel
“Taking the Stairs”, watercolor by Karen Moyers

Peg Sheridan will be participating in the Tidelands Plein 
Air event, in Tappahannock, VA, from October 18-21. The 
event will conclude with a “wet paint” show, at St. Margarets 
School in Tappahannock. 

Peg Sheridan recently returned from a trip to Ireland, with 
the Studio School in Roanoke. Watch her Facebook page for 
sketches from that amazing trip!

“Red Masquerade”,  watercolor by Christopher Wynn

Out of State & Signature Members
Area Rep:  Ruth Lefko

Gayle Havens earned Signature status with the 
American Society of Marine Artists and the North Carolina 
Watercolor Society.



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

Amy Browning-Dillsburg has a solo exhibit of her wa-
tercolor paintings titled “Poiema, Mortality and Resurrection” at the 
Delaplaine Visual Arts Center in Frederick, MD, from September 2 to 
October 29. She is gave an artist talk on October 7 at 2:00 p.m.

Deborah Conn’s painting “Unhoused: Tim” was accepted by 
the National Watercolor Society for its 103rd International Open 
Exhibition and she was juried in as a Signature Member of NWS. 
She also became a signature member of the Northwest Watercol-
or Society with acceptance of her painting “Unhoused: Chris” to 
the 2023 Open Exhibition. Deborah’s work was recently juried in 
to the Baltimore Watercolor Society’s Mid-Atlantic Exhibition, the 
Pennsylvania Watercolor Society’s International Juried Exhibition, 
the Philadelphia Watercolor Society’s 123d Exhibition of Works on 
Paper, and the Virginia Watercolor Society show, where she won 
an Award of Merit for “Deborah, Deciding”. Her painting “Unhoused: 
Chris” won an Honorable Mention at the August Art League Gallery 
show. In May, Deborah spent two weeks at The Artbarn in Ama-
ranth, Penn., for a two-week, paid residency, where she painted 
nine 8” x 8” portraits of local residents, capped off by an art show 
and five sales.

Jean K. Gill, AWS, NWS has had watercolors from her co-
conut series accepted into the PWCS 123rd International, the PWS 
44th International, and the BWS Mid-Atlantic Regional Exhibitions.  
She has also become a Watermedia Master Elite (WME) member of 
the Baltimore Watercolor Society.

Sook Nam’s painting “Black Roof House” was accepted in the 
“Black and White” exhibition at the Grosse Pointe Artist Association 
in Michigan.

Deidre Pistochini’s painting “King Protea” was accepted 
into the Virginia Watercolor Society’s 2023 Art Exhibition. Addition-
ally, her painting “Lion of St. Mark” was accepted into Baltimore Wa-
tercolor Society’s 2023 Mid-Atlantic Regional Watercolor Exhibition.

Three of Jyotsna Umesh’s paintings were accepted into 
the Rhode Island Watercolor Society’s online exhibition “Compli-
mentary Colors”.  She received the Best in Show for Watercolor 
award for her piece “After Rains”. The other two paintings were 
titled “Go Fishing” and “Countryside”.

Craig Wright’s watercolor “Tapestry” was juried into the VWS 
44th Annual Exhibition and received an Award of Merit. The paint-
ing depicts a small section of a 16th century tapestry.

Carolyn Marshall Wright’s piece “Morning Reflection” 
was juried into this year’s VWS show. Her painting “DeBordieu 
Vista #4” was accepted into the national show “Out of the Blue” at 
the Gallery Underground in Arlington, VA. She is also showing a 
number of her paintings at the Byrne Gallery in Middleburg, VA in a 
show called “Summer Gems”. 

(pictures continued next page . . .) 

“Autumn-
the Ripe 
Earth”, 
watercolor 
by Amy 
Browning-
Dillsburg 

“Lion of St. Mark”, watercolor by Deidre Pistochini

“Unhoused:  Mary 
Sue”, watercolor by 
Deborah Conn



“Tapestry”,
watercolor 
by Craig Wright

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright      (CONTINUED)

“After Rains”,
 watercolor by 

Jyotsna Umesh

James Warwick Jones enjoyed judging the Rappa-
hannock Art League 62nd Annual Labor Day Exhibition, and 
had a painting selected by juror, Erik H. Neil, Ph.D., Director 
of the Chrysler Museum of Art for the Virginia Artists Juried 
Exhibition at The Charles H. Taylor Visual Arts Center 
in Hampton.

Jan Finn-Duffy’s painting “Guest of the Wharf” was 
published in the September-November edition of The Art of 
Watercolour magazine. It was a finalist in the Reader’s Com-
petition, selected as one of 70 winning James Warwick Jones 
enjoyed judging the Rappahannock Art League 62nd Annual 
Labor Day Exhibition, and had a painting selected by juror, 
Erik H. Neil, Ph.D., Director of the Chrysler Museum of Art for 
the Virginia Artists Juried Exhibition at The Charles H. Taylor 
Visual Arts Center in Hampton.

“Guest of the 
Wharf”, 
watercolor by 
Jan Finn-Duffy

Necks & Peninsula
Area Rep:  James Warwick Jones



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Northern
Area Rep:  Janet Hansen Martinet    

“Yankee Stadium”, watercolor, Mike Sherman

 “Rhododendron ‘Hotspur’ ”, watercolor by
Janet Hansen Martinet

Janet Hansen Martinet had a painting, “Rhododedron 
‘Hotspur’ ”, accepted by juror Alexis Lavine in the Baltimore 
Watercolor Association’s 2023 Mid-Atlantic Regional Water-

“Big Blues”, 
watercolor
by
Lorrie 
Herman

Liz Castellano-King was the Featured Artist for this 
year’s Via Colori Stafford street painting festival. Her chalk 
art covered a 10’ x 10’ square. The fundraising event ben-
efited Stafford County Public School projects, support for 
underserved students and other community projects. The 2 
day event became a 1 day event due to weather, but it was 
still a fun day.

Liz Castellano-
King’s 10’x 10’ 
chalk drawing 
for fundraiser.

Liz Castellano-King had a painting ,” Shore Breaker”, admitted 
by juror Alexis Lavine to the Baltimore Watercolor Associa-
tion’s 2023 Mid-Atlantic Regional Watercolor Exhibition at 
the Arts Barn and Kentlands Mansion Galleries, Gaithersburg, 
MD, October 6-January 15.

Ann Cordes had a painting, “One of Those Days”, accept-
ed by juror Alexis Lavine in the Baltimore Watercolor Associ-
ation’s 2023 Mid-Atlantic Regional Watercolor Exhibition at 
the Arts Barn and Kentlands Mansion Galleries, Gaithersburg, 
MD, October 6-January 15.

Lorrie Herman was one of 9 artists at the annual Vale 
Arts Fall Show and Sale in Oakton, VA. Her up close blueber-
ries, “Big Blues” and “Irish Cream” found a new home.

“Shore Breaker”, watercolor, by Liz Castellano-King

color Exhibition 
at the Arts Barn 
and Kentlands 
Mansion Gal-
leries, Gaith-
ersburg, MD, 
October 6-Janu-
ary 15.

Michael Sherman’s watercolor paintings, “Misty”, was
selected for the Society of Watercolor Artist Small Works, 1st  
Annual Small Works Annual Exhibition, UNT Health Science 
Center Atrium Gallery, October 7- November 18th. Three 
of Michael Sherman’s works were selected for the Artist in 
Middleburg, VA “Inspire” Exhibition Sept. 5- Nov. 11. “Simple 
Pleasures”,  “Tribute to 10th Calvary USCT Buffalo Soldiers “, and 
“Playin on the Porch”.  “Yankee Stadium” was selected for the 

Scenic 2023 
Exhibition and 
Publication 
Oct. 9-Dec. 9. 
 “Jumping 
Falling” was 
selected for 
the Children of 
Men Exhibition 
and Publica-
tion, Aug. 20 
– Oct. 20.



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Christine Rich of Charlottesville has a solo show going 
on at the Grace Estate Winery in Crozet, VA.

Revelle Hamilton of Bedford had work in a group show 
titled “Before 44” with other artists at the Lynchburg Art Club, 
Lynchburg VA. Revelle also had a painting accepted into the 
Bower Center of the Arts 11th Annual National Juried show 
in Bedford, VA.

Catherine Hillis has earned BWS Watercolor Master Elite 
status from the Baltimore Watercolor Society. Hillis has been 
awarded a “Top 100” status in the July 2023 PleinAir Salon’s 
13th Annual Competition for her painting “If Only I Could Be 
As Free.”  The July PleinAir Salon was judged by Master Artist 
Kevin Macpherson, and the awards will be announced
August 31, 2023. She has also been awarded an ‘Artist 
Residency’ for the month of November, 2024, at Chateau 
Orquevaux in France. Catherine Hillis was awarded the 
Signature Members Merit Award from the South Carolina 
Watercolor Society’s 46th Annual National Exhibition for her 
painting “Bottoms Up!”. 

And, Hillis’ writing and work is included in PleinAir Mag-
azine’s July issue. Her article reviews various substrates 
available to the watercolor painter under the title ‘Watercolor 
Fix-It Guide’ and is on pgs. 68 - 69. Catherine Hillis’ work has 
been accepted this year in the Pennsylvania WC National 
Exhibit, Southern WC Society, Georgia WC Society National, 
South Carolina National and Baltimore Watercolor Society 
Regional Exhibition.

David Eakin has a painting, “The Eyes Have It”, accepted 
into the Baltimore Watercolor Society, Mid-Atlantic juried 
exhibition. The exhibition will be at Arts Barn and Kentlands 
Mansion Galleries, Gaithersburg, MD 20878, October 6, 2023 
through January 15, 2024.

Piedmont
Area Rep:  David Eakins

“The Eyes Have It”, 
acrylic on paper 

by 
David Eakin

“Turkish Courtyard at Night”, watercolor by Revelle Hamilton

“Plein Air at Penn Park”, watercolor by Christine Rich



VWS NEWSLETTER &  
SOCIAL MEDIA GUIDELINES 

(As of June 19, 2023)

This is an overview for submitting news and art images for 
the VWS newsletter (Waterlogue) and social media platforms.  
The guidelines outline what may be included on VWS social 
media platforms and the Waterlogue newsletter. This docu-
ment will serve as a reference for members, the Waterlogue 
Newsletter Editor and Social Media Manager (“Editors”), and 
VWS Area Reps (“Reps”). Guidelines are subject to change.  

For this document “watercolor(s)” refers to watercolor(s) and 
water-based media.

CHANNEL of INFORMATION

All member news and materials for the newsletter and 
social media platforms will be sent to the member’s VWS 
Rep, not directly to the Editors.  Reps will be responsible for 
forwarding the member materials to the Editors. The pur-
pose of this channel is to help filter content and to reduce 
the volume of emails the Editors receive from members. With 
the VWS membership at more than 400 artists, the funneling 
to the Reps is more manageable for the Editors and helps the 
Rep learn more about the members in their region.  

ACCEPTANCE of SUBMITTED MATERIAL

Submitted materials will be reviewed for content and rele-
vancy by Reps and Editors who reserve the right to accept or 
reject any item. Rejections may occur if the submission does 
not adhere to the guidelines. An Editors’ time and space may 
also be factors for submissions not being posted.

Alexandria & Arlington:  
Jane Coonce, 
janecoonce@gmail.com

Northern: 
Janet Hansen Martinet
hansenm_Janet@att.net

Fairfax:  
Carolyn Marshall Wright
c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Richmond:  
William “Jack” Frable
wfrable@vcu.edu

Necks & Peninsula:  
James Warwick Jones
jwarwickjones@hotmail.com

Piedmont:  
David Eakin
dreakin57@gmail.com

South Central:  
Ursula Burgess
ucburgess@gmail.com

Southwestern:  
Angela Shields
donandangel@gmail.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore:  
Charlie Frances
c.art@cox.net

Western Ridge & Valley:  
Connie Fisher
cbfisherartist@gmail.com

Out of State & Signature Members:  
Ruth Lefko:  Rlefko2@gmail.com
  

VWS AREA REPRESENTATIVE CONTACTS:

2024 Membership Dues
$40

Membership Dues for 
2024

are due by

JANUARY 31, 2024
An increase in the annual membership dues to $40 
per year was approved at the 2023 Exhibition 
Business Meeting on Saturday, September 16, 2023.

Membership dues for 2024 are due by January 31, 
2024, and MUST BE received by the 2024 exhibi-
tion entry deadline on February 9 to be eligible to 
enter the 2024 VWS Exhibition. 

Membership for new members who join between 
October 1 and December 31, 2023 will automatically 
be extended through 12/31/2024.

Renew your membership online at 
https://virginiawatercolorsociety.org/vws-

membership/

If you wish to pay by check, you can get a print-
able form on the same page, as well as information 
about Lifetime membership. Lifetime members do 
not have to pay dues but sill need to update their 
contact information annually by submitting a mem-
bership form or emailing the membership chair at 
virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com 

Please renew your membership early to avoid 
a crush during the December holidays!



Membership renewals are payable by credit card 
online at: 

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org/ 
renew-apply-for-membership/ 

or by returning this form along with your check. 
Memberships will not be automatically renewed – 
renewal must be initiated by each member. Your 
current membership year is listed on all email messag-
es. All membership renewals will be current through 
December 31st of the membership year.

Late payments and new memberships will be 
accepted at any time. Membership payments must 
be received no later than the annual exhibition entry 
deadline to be eligible to enter the Annual Juried Ex-
hibition. Complete the Application for Membership 
and mail it with your check or money order to the ad-
dress on the form, or renew your membership online 
with a credit card under the Membership tab at:

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org

Lifetime Memberships: Current VWS Members who 
are at least 75 years of age, have been a VWS member 
for at least 20 years and a signature artist member 
for at least 5 years, and have maintained continuous 
membership since achieving signature status are 
eligible to apply for Lifetime Membership. Annual 
Membership Dues are waived for Lifetime Members; 
however, you will still need to complete the Annual 
Membership Renewal Form to update your contact 
information and confirm your continued member-
ship. Life Member Information & Application forms 
are available online at:

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org

Please remember to add the following email address-
es to your email contact list so not to miss emailed 
information from the VWS, including the confirmation 
email when your membership is processed: 

     virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com 

     vawcs@virginiawatercolorsociety.org 

     vawcs@virginiawatercolorsociety.net

Check your spam and/or junk folders if you do not 
receive a confirmation email when you renew.

Questions? Contact the membership chair at
virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com

Note: The Annual Exhibition Catalogue, and Annual 
Membership Renewal Form will be mailed to all cur-
rent members. The Annual Prospectus, Waterlogue and 
additional correspondence from the VWS will be sent 
by email to members. 

VWS Membership Renewals
Are Due by JANUARY 31st

VWS APPLICATION for MEMBERSHIP


