
VWS Newsletter:  
Spring 2023

Letter from the 
VWS President:
It is an exciting time to be an 
artist. Spring embraces us with 
a world of growth, warmth and 
new color. It is all around us. It 
is hard not to stop the car and 
want to grab your camera and 
capture the moment to take 
home to the studio. We are 
quickly approaching our 44th 

Annual Juried Exhibition to be held in Williamsburg.  Deadline 
for entries is June 16. 
I encourage you to enter, sign up for the workshop and attend. 
Our shared commitments with other Watercolor Associations to 
honor the best in our practice is inspiring. 

My local art group just concluded its 20th Anniversary Exhibi-
tion.  It was a time of great reflection and inner soul searching. It 
occured to me that we are three types:   

	 1.  the artist,  

	 2.  the art lover and  

	 3.  the non-artist 
For the artist, it is living now:  very presently in the moment. It is 
a time of intense contemplation. It is in waiting for paint to dry. 
It is in the richness of the paper as it holds the pigment. Ulti-
mately, of course, it is a painting: a work of art.  Time captured. 

In the coming month we will be asking for some Bylaw changes.  
We will add Vice President and our Social Media Master to our 
Executive Board. I will be calling on you to support this simple 
addition. Don’t hesitate to call me with your ideas and ques-
tions. 

It is a pleasure to work with you. 

Trish Crowe, VWS President 



Plans for the VWS 2023 Exhibition are 
well under way. The exhibition venue 
will be the Williamsburg Contempo-
rary Art Center, and the Workshop, 
Welcome Reception, Business Meet-
ing and Awards Luncheon on 
Saturday will be held in the 
Williamsburg Community Building – 
just 5 minutes from WCAC.

The exhibition is scheduled to open 
to the public on September 20, but 
we will have special hours during the 
weekend events for VWS members 

Notes from the VWS 2023 Exhibition Chair

and guests to view the exhibition on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, September 15, 16 & 17. Workshop attendees will 
have the opportunity to preview the exhibition and meet Carole Barnes at an evening Meet & Greet on Tuesday, 
September 12 at WCAC. 

The Workshop with Carole Barnes is scheduled for Wednesday – Friday, September 13-15. Registration is due by 
August 14th. Priority is being given to VWS members through August 7th. RSVPs will be required for the Welcome 
Reception, as well as, the Awards Luncheon. Links to the Workshop Registration Form and Weekend Events RSVP Form 
will be available on the VWS website on the VWS Exhibition Information page as well as in the email accompanying 
this newsletter. www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org/2023-exhibition-information/

We have reserved rooms at the Hampton Inn on ByPass Road. Directions and reservation details are included on the 
Weekend Events RSVP Form.

Charlie Lindauer and his team have 
made great progress in soliciting 
donations for Awards and the 
Exhibition. Thank you to them and 
to all of you who have made 
donations!!!  

We can still use help with the tasks 
coming up closer to the exhibition 
dates – specifically, someone with 
technical/audio visual experience 
and someone to help with publicity 
in addition to other tasks relating to 
hospitality, art intake, pick-up, and 
yet-to-be-determined tasks.

We look forward to seeing everyone in Williamsburg in September!  
            
Karen Schwartz
2023 VWS Exhibition Chair
exhibitions.vws@gmail.com / 757-879-4328

Williamsburg Contemporary Art Center

Williamsburg Community Building



SAVE THE DATES 
FOR THE

44th Virginia Watercolor Society 
2023 Juried Exhibition

September 20 - November 2, 2023

The 2023 Exhibition Committee is calling for volunteers to help with various tasks relating to the exhibition. 
Please contact Karen Schwartz for more information.

ENTRY DEADLINE:  Friday, JUNE 16 
https://www.entrythingy.com/d=virginiawatercolorsociety.org 
You must be a current member to enter the VWS 2023 Exhibition

Deadline to register for Workshop:  Monday, August 14 
Deadline to RSVP for Exhibition Weekend Events:  Monday, August 28

Visit the VWS Website for Details: https://virginiawatercolorsociety.org

Exhibition Chair:   
Karen Schwartz, 
Williamsburg;  

exhibitions.vws@gmail.com / 757-879-4328

2022 BEST IN SHOW: Z.L. Feng, “Mother and Child”

WCAC Artistic Director:  
Apryl Altman
Williamsburg

Fundraising Chair: 
Charlie Frances, 
Virginia Beach

Exhibition Treasurer:  
Nancy Harvey,  
Williamsburg

Juror and
Workshop Instructor:

Carole Barnes

Workshop Information & Registration Form:
https://virginiawatercolorsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/2023-

VWS-Workshop-Info.pdf



Cyane Lowden exhibited 11 paintings at the Richmond 
Public Library for the month of April in the Dooley Hall. She 
also had two paintings juried into the all media show at 
Crossroads Art gallery.

Trish Berry, Ellie Cox, Bev Perdue Jennings, 
William Frable, Marti Franks, Sally Guynn, 
Linda Harrison, Linda Long, and Kathy Miller, 
all participated at the recent show at Independence Golf Club to 
raise funds for Childrens Hospital at VCU Medical Center.

Eleanor “Ellie” Cox has an exhibition of her watercolors 
and some oil paintings in the lobby of the Sara Belle 
November Theater at Westminster Canterbury in Richmond. 

William Frable won second place for a watercolor 
painting  “Across the Field” in the annual Bon Air Artists 

Richmond
Area Rep:  William “Jack” Frable

Association all members show in the Gallery at St. Stephen’s 
church in Richmond.  The juror was Kristopher Battle.

 Beverly Perdue Jennings had a painting “Coffee 
Break“ accepted into the 156th International Exhibition of 
the American Watercolor Society to be held at the 
Salmagundi Club in NYCs, opening April 11. Bev is a 
signature member of the American Watercolor Society and 
this is her fourth acceptance. Congratulations to Bev and let 
us hope for Best in Show! 

Bev also had a painting, “Magical Forest”, selected for the 
permanent collection of the new Children’s Hospital in 
Richmond, Virginia, at Virginia Commonwealth Virginia. This 
was a statewide competition. “I was very honored that VCU 
Health Arts choose my whimsical painting to entertain the 
eye of children and parents in their new facility.” 

Charles Frances won Honorable Mention for  “The Selection 
Committee”, in the national Show Off!, national exhibition, Virginia Beach 
Artists Gallery.  The painting was also accepted into the Southern 
Watercolor Society Exhibition in Panama City, FL, June 2023.

A mural of  Frances’s watercolor “The Phoenix of Chesapeake” was printed 
on 26’x14’ for the Chesapeake Walmart, the location that experienced a 
tragic mass shooting last November.

“The Selection Committee”, 
watercolor by Charlie Frances

“The Phoenix of Chesapeake”, 
mural of a watercolor, 
Charles Frances

Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep:  Charlie Lindauer

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Creek Magic”, 
watercolor by 
Leah Coffman

Southwestern
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

Western Ridge & Valley 
Area Rep:  Julie Read

Pat Cook has some good news to share. NWS has 
informed her that she is now a master artist based on the 
number of exhibition acceptances. It will be awarded in 
October at the opening.

Constance (C.B.) Fisher had three of her paint-
ings juried into the recent “Berryville Celebrates 225” Art 
Show. She also has two of her paintings in the current 
Pennsylvania Watercolor Society 2023 Member Show.

“Cassablanca Cats”, 
watercolor by 
Vera Dickerson

Vera Dickerson’s painting, “Casablanca Cats”, was accepted into the 
Southern Watercolor Society’s annual juried show.

Nancy Stark’s painting, “New York Central Lightning Stripe”, won a 
Golden Artist Colors Merchandise Award at the Rocky Mountain National 
Watermedia Show in Evergreen, Colorado. Her “Raquette Lake Line” won 
the Giannini Award in the Signature American Watermedia Exhibition in 
Fallbrook, California.

Sue Rosen had a show opening on May 19th at the 
Staunton Augusta Art Center (Saartcenter.org) called 
“The Layered Landscape”.  She will have about 40 mixed 
media paintings inspired by the Shenandoah Valley.  
This is a return to the landscape for her as she has been 
making non-objective work for several years. Show goes 
till June 24th.

Peg Sheridan is very excited to be recently awarded 
signature status with the Baltimore Watercolor Society. 

Farhana Hussain won the Best in Watercolor award at the 
Atlanta, Georgia, Dogwood Festival in April. She also won 2nd Place  
in watercolor at the Under The Oaks Art Show in Vero Beach, Florida.

Leah Coffman was accepted in the LightSpaceTime Online  
Gallery (https://lightspacetime.art/) in their 13th annual “Figurative” 
Art Exhibition – May 2023”. Her painting, “Creek Magic“ was  accepted 
in the competition which received 605 entries from 23 different  
countries from around the world, as well as from 34 different states 
and the District of Columbia.   



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Barbara Powderly received 2nd place in the April 
Artist’s Choice Show at the Fredericksburg Center for Creative 
Arts, for “Off Season”. Barbara also participated in a two per-
son show, “Ghosts & Whimsy” at the Louisa Arts Center.

David Eakin had a painting, “Beyond the Roost”, accepted 
into the Academy Center of the Arts Juried National, 
Lynchburg, VA.  “The Turn” has been selected for the 46th 
Annual Southern Watercolor Juried Exhibition 2023, 
Panama City Center for the Arts, Panama City, Florida by juror 

Kathleen Giles.

Piedmont
Area Rep: David Eakin

“All That Remains”,
watercolor
by Barbara Powderly 

“Beyond the 
Roost”, 
watercolor,  
David Eakin

Trish Crowe
Watercolorist

Founder of the Firnew Farm Artists’ Circle
President, Virginia Watercolor Society

This watercolor triptych was part of The Cleopatra 
Project, Poisonous and Venomous Animals in Virginia. 
The Project is a collaboration among the Virginia Master 

Naturalists (VMN) program, the Division of Medical 
Toxicology - Department of Emergency Medicine of the 

University of Viginia School of Medicine and the University 
of Virginia Health’s Blue Ridge Poison Center.

In the paintings I try to show the exquisite beauty of the 
animals, the richness of their colors, and the extraordinary 
patterning of their skins.  They repeat the patterns in their 

natural environment and form a musical rhythm 
and energy.  

They are lovely, rather than scary.

 The Cleopatra Project

Poisonous and Venomous Animals
in Virginia

“Off Season”, 
watercolor 

by Barbara Powderly 



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S
Northern
Area Rep:  Janet Hansen Martinet  

Sharie Boyle’s Painting, “Sunshine”,  has been accept-
ed in the 42nd Annual Adirondacks National Exhibition of 
American Watercolor and will be exhibited at “The View” in 
Old Forge NY from August 5, - October 1, 2023. The 
Acceptance Juror was Ken Call and Awards Juror was 
Sarah Yeoman. 

Mike Flynn has three watercolor and mixed media 
pieces on exhibit in the Creative Brush Studio, Manassas, VA. 
Many local artists are participating and the exhibit is titled 
“The Obvious and the Obscure“ celebrating the 150th anni-
versary of the City of Manassas. Two pieces shown here are 
“View from the Platform” and “Awaiting the Train”.

Vicki Fairchild Meadows, Art First Gallery mem-
ber in Fredericksburg, Virginia, will be exhibiting three 
recently completed works of art during the month of May 

“View from the Platform”, watercolor
by Mike Flynn

 “Monument in the Snow”, 
watercolor, 

Michael Sherman

 “Sunset, George 
Street”, 

watercolor, 
Vicki Fairchild 

Meadows

at the Art First Gallery, 824 Caroline St # 1, Fredericksburg, 
VA 22401. One is an urban landscape watercolor entitled 
“Sunset, George Street Fredericksburg”, approximately 12” x16” 
on Arches 300 lb. cold press watercolor paper. This seren-
dipitous painting was a result of a chance street crossing at 
sunset. While checking for oncoming traffic she noticed a 
glorious sunset in progress behind her.

Mike Sherman was Awarded the “Public Choice Award” 
for the Diversia 30th UN Calender for his watercolor “Mas-
sai Runner”; which was also selected for the RIWS Presents: 
National Watermedia Show 2023. Mike’s painting, “Big Sister 
- Little Brother” was selected for the “Crowns of Glory: Cere-
mony and Couture through Caps, Coiffures, and Coverings” 
exhibition in December 2022. Mike’s “Monument in the Snow” 
was selected for the Gallerium Shapes and Colors online 
exhibition in January 2023. 

“Awaiting the Train”, watercolor, by Mike Flynn

 “Big Sister 
Little 

Brother”, 
watercolor, 

Michael 
Sherman

Brenda Vann is exhibiting seven paintings 
including several watercolors in a juried group 
show at the OSA Gallery in Woodbridge. The 
show will be up until the middle of June.



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Northern
Janet Hansen Martinet
hansenm_Janet@att.net

Piedmont
David Eakin:   
dreakin57@gmail.com

Richmond
Jack Frable
wfrable@vcu.edu

South Central
Ursula “Urlee” Burgess 
ucburgess@gmail.com

Southwestern
Angela Shields:   
donandangel@gmail.com

Western Ridge & Valley
Julie Read:  painter@julieread.net

Out of State & Signature Members
Ruth Lefko:   
Rlefko2@gmail.com

New VWS  
Areas Map

Alexandria 
Jane Coonce:  
janecoonce@gmail.com 

Fairfax
Carolyn Marshall Wright
c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Necks & Peninsula
Pam Doss:  
pamdoss@bayschool-arts.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Charlie Lindauer:  c.art@cox.net

VWS Area Representatives Contact Info

(Please email your 
area rep with your 
news and include 
photos)

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

Jean Gill received an Award of Merit in the Phila-
delphia Watercolor Society’s Members’ Show and the 
Appleshed & Milway 3rd Place award in the 2023 WCWS 
Rockies West 33rd National Exhibition. She has also 
qualified to become a Watercolor Master Elite member 
(BWS-WME) of the Baltimore Watercolor Society, and she 
has a painting included in the upcoming Signature and 
Associate Members’ Exhibition of the National  
Watercolor Society.

In April, Carolyn Marshall Wright exhibited at the 
Byrne Gallery in Middleburg in their “Flora!” Show.

Summer Newsletter
DEADLINE:

August 10, 2 0 2 3



 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

  www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org    
 

Membership Year: __________     RENEW ___     NEW ___    

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

City_________________________ VA ,    Zip______________ 

Telephone_________________________________________ 

Email _____________________________________________ 

Web URL___________________________________________ 
   

Has any of the above information changed since last year?   
__YES    __ NO 

 

*Please indicate if you do NOT have access to a computer or 
printer and NEED a printed copy of the Newsletter.   
 ____YES, I DO need a printed copy of the newsletter.   
 ____NO, I do NOT need a printed copy of the newsletter 

 

    Check one: 
        ____ Active Member - $35 Annual Due 
        ____ Full-time Student - $10 Annual Dues  
                  List School:________________________________ 
        ____ Life Members are required to return this form to confirm 
their contact information and continued active membership.  
Life Member Information & Application forms are available online at: 

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org 
or by email to virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com    

   
Membership is current through December 31st.  

Renewals are due by January 31st each year  
    

Make check payable to:  Virginia Watercolor Society 
Send payment with completed form to: 

Virginia Watercolor Society 
MEMBERSHIPS 

P.O. Box 6742, Williamsburg, VA 23188 

 
Note: The Annual Exhibition Catalogue, and Annual 
Membership Renewal Form will be emailed to all current 
members.  The Annual Prospectus, Waterlogue and 
occasional additional correspondence from the VWS will be 
sent by email to members with email addresses.  The 
Waterlogue is automatically mailed to members without 
email addresses. Members without access to a computer or 
printer can also opt to receive the Waterlogue by snail-mail.  
Please check YES or NO to indicate your preference. 

VWS Membership Renewals 
are due by January 31st 

    

Membership renewals are payable by credit card online 
at:      www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org/renew-
apply-for-membership/  or by returning this form along 
with your check.  Memberships will not be 
automatically renewed – renewal must be initiated by 
each member.  Your current membership year is listed 
on all email messages.  All membership renewals will be 
current through December 31st of the membership year. 
 
Late payments and new memberships will be accepted 
at any time, however, membership payments must be 
received no later than the annual exhibition entry 
deadline to be eligible to enter the Annual Juried 
Exhibition. Complete the Application for Membership 
and mail it with your check or money order to the 
address on the form, or renew your membership online 
with a credit card under the Membership tab at: 

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org 
 

Lifetime Memberships: Current VWS Members who are 
at least 75 years of age, have been a VWS member for 
at least 20 years and a signature artist member for at 
least 5 years, and have maintained continuous 
membership since achieving signature status are eligible 
to apply for Lifetime Membership. Annual Membership 
Dues are waived for Lifetime Members; however, you 
will still need to complete the Annual Membership 
Renewal Form to update your contact information and 
confirm your continued membership. Life Member 
Information & Application forms are available online at: 

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org  
   

Please remember to add the following email addresses 
to your email contact list so not to miss emailed 
information from the VWS, including the confirmation 
email when your membership is processed: 
virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com   
vawcs@virginiawatercolorsociety.org  
vawcs@virginiawatercolorsociety.net  
Check your spam and/or junk folders if you do not 
receive a confirmation email when you renew. 

Questions? Contact the membership chair at  

virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com   


