
VWS Newsletter:  Winter 2023

Letter from the VWS President:
We are now well into our new 
year:  2023!  

Our wonderful Board is opening 
doors and excited to host our 
annual exhibition in Williamsburg.  
This venue promises to delight 
both the artist and collector in 
the neighborhood of Colonial 
Williamsburg.

I want to personally thank Dr. William Frable who has been your 
steadfast Treasurer for over two years and promised to shadow 
our new Treasurer, Deb Erickson, and  remain on the Board as the 
Richmond Area Rep. He is a delightful watercolorist and plein air 
artist and took great care over the books. He was my go-to Board 
Member as I transitioned into VWS. In his own words he says, “I like 
to make art and continue to enjoy helping.”

The Board unanimously approved Deb Erickson as our new Trea-
surer. She has worked with me in the Charlottesville area for over 
7 years and brings an attention to detail and organizational skills 
that we need in our organization. 

I am also delighted to report that our Creasy-Johnson Fund com-
mittee met under the leadership of Gwen Bragg. They unanimously 
approved the first gift in several years to a worthy group of art 
students. More details will be forthcoming.

Finally a big shout out to Charlie Frances, who has taken on the 
daunting job of helping raise funds for the Annual Exhibition. Let’s 
all pitch in, any amount is welcome.

I would love for you to contact me with your ideas or concerns.  

Trish Crowe
VWS President

Trish Crowe, Charlie Frances, Karen Schwartz, Membership Chair and Chair of 
the Exhibition with Apryl Altman on a site visit for our 44th Virginia 
Watercolor Society 2023 Jurored Exhibition in Williamsburg Community 
Building, Williamsburg

Deb Erickson 
We are delighted to welcome Deb Erickson as our new 
VWS State Treasurer. 

She was born and raised in the Midwest. She enlisted in the 
Women’s Army Corp where she spent her career and has lived in 
Virginia since 1973. Although not a working artist herself, she calls 
herself  “a lover of art.”  

She has worked since 2017 with Trish 
Crowe and the Firnew Farm Artists’ 
Circle on long term planning, day to 
day treasury operations and 
development of annual schedules.

In her own words, “Art is good for 
the soul, art heals, art delights and 
art is life.”



SAVE THE DATES 
FOR THE

44th Virginia Watercolor Society 
2023 Juried Exhibition

September 20 - November 2, 2023

The 2023 Exhibition Committee is calling for volunteers to help with various tasks relating to the exhibition. 
Please contact Karen Schwartz for more information.

Important dates:

ENTRY DEADLINE:  Friday, JUNE 16 
Deliver Artwork to WCAC:  Friday, Sept 8 & Saturday, Sept 9 

Meet & Greet with Carole Barnes:  Tuesday, September 12 

Workshop:  Wednesday-Friday, September 13-15 

VWS Member & Guest Reception:  Friday, September 15

Annual Business Meeting & VWS Award Luncheon:  
Saturday, September 16 

Plans are underway for the 2023 Annual Exhibition!  Entries will be pro-
cessed through EntryThingy.com. The Exhibition Prospectus, detailed 
Calendar, and link to EntryThingy.com will be posted on the VWS Website 
and will be emailed to the membership by the end of March.  

Your VWS Membership must be current to enter the show!  
Artists must be a Virginia resident to join the Virginia Watercolor Society. 

Exhibition Venue: 
Williamsburg Contemporary Art Center (WCAC)
110 Westover Avenue, Williamsburg, VA 23185

Workshop & Weekend Events Venue: 
Williamsburg Community Building
401 N. Boundary Street, Williamsburg, VA 23185

Exhibition Chair:   
Karen Schwartz, 
Williamsburg;  

exhibitions.vws@gmail.com / 757-879-4328

2022 BEST IN SHOW: Z.L. Feng, “Mother and Child”

Juror and 
Workshop Instructor: 

Carole Barnes

WCAC Artistic Director:  
Apryl Altman

Fundraising Chair: 
Charlie Frances, 
Virginia Beach

Exhibition Treasurer: 
Nancy Harvey,  
Williamsburg



 

Piedmont
David Eakin:   
dreakin57@gmail.com

Richmond
Jack Frable
william.frable@vcuhealth.org

South Central
Ursula “Urlee” Burgess 
ucburgess@gmail.com

Please email your 
news to your area 
representative. It’s 
always great to have 
pictures too!

VWS Area Representatives Contact Info
Southwestern
Angela Shields:   
donandangel@gmail.com

Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Charlie Lindauer:  c.art@cox.net

Western Ridge & Valley
Julie Read:  Painter@julieread.net

Out of State & Signature Members
Ruth Lefko:   
Rlefko2@gmail.com

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S 

New VWS 
Areas Map
(Please email your area rep  

with your news)

Alexandria 
Jane Coonce:  janecoonce@gmail.com 

Fairfax
Carolyn Marshall Wright
c.marshall.wright@gmail.com

Necks & Peninsula
Pam Doss:  pamdoss@bayschool-arts.com

Northern
Janet Hansen Martinet
Hansenm_Janet@att.net

David Eakin of Forest had a painting, “The Gossips”, 
accepted into the 156th Annual International Exhibition of 
the American Watercolor Society. April 3-28, 2023 at the 
Salmagundi Club, New York. 

View the exhibit at:
https://americanwatercolorsociety.org/
2023-international-exhibition/

“The Gossips”, 
David Eakin

Peidmont
Area Rep:  David Eakin



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

“Things to Come”, by Jane Winders Frank

Southwestern
Area Rep:  Angela Shields

Jane Winders Frank won the Virginia Fraser Award 
at the Fall Festival Show at the Alleghany Highlands Arts and 
Crafts Center for “Things to Come”.

Vera Dickerson will be the juror for the Watercolor 
Society of Oregon, judging their annual exhibit in April. She 
will also teach a workshop in Bend, Oregon during that event, 
focusing on adding patterns, color, and artist-made collage 
elements.

Pat Carr had two pieces accepted into the ‘Fibers of Nature’ 
Exhibit at the Floyd Center for the Arts. “Our Wounded World” 
and “Pick Up Sticks, Cascade” will be at the Hayloft Gallery, 
during February and March. Pat was also the Feature Artist 
during the month of December at the Market Gallery in 
downtown Roanoke.

Western Ridge & Valley 
Area Rep:  Julie Read

Constance (C.B.) 
Fisher’s “River Birch” and 
Julie Read’s “Tied Up 
in Knots” were accepted into 
the14th Annual ART SCAPE 
Banner competition on the 
Winchester walking Mall, 
and this year the banner 
program has welcomed 
Middletown, VA to enhance 
their streetscape with 10 
banners.
 
Our congratulations to 

Doris Vanderpool 
who received a First Place 
Award at the Piedmont 
Regional Art Show and 
Sale in The Plains, Virginia. 
The painting was titled 
“Virginia Gems”. Doris’s 
painting, won an 
Honorable Mention at 
the Clarke County Art 
Exhibit, in Berryville, 
Virginia.
 

“Virginia 
Gems”, 

by Doris 
Vanderpool

“Tied Up in Knots”, by Julie Read

“River Birchs”, by CB Fisherr

Spring Newsletter
DEADLINE:

May 10, 2 0 2 3



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S
Tidewater & Eastern Shore
Area Rep:  Charlie Lindauer

Tom Dunteman’s “Ike at Piva Yoke” was accepted at the 
Virginia Beach Artists Gallery’s New Works exhibition and 

Charlie Frances earned Best in Show for  
“Reflecting Inward”. “The Selection Committee” by 

Charlie Frances and MaryLou Andrews’ 
“The Red Chair“ were accepted into the national Show Off! 
exhibition at the Virginia Beach Artists Gallery.

MaryLou Andrews was invited to exhibit “The Blacksmith” 
at the 46th International Watermedia Exhibition sponsored by the 
Watercolor Art Society-Houston.

Al Philips  “Rushing Water” is currently in the Watercolor 
Society of Alabama (WSA) online show.

“Reflecting Inward”, watercolor, Charlie Frances

“The Selection  
Committee”,  
watercolor,  
Charlie Frances

“The Blacksmith”, watercolor, MaryLou Andrews

“Rushing Water”, watercolor, Al Philips

VWS - Creasy Fund info 

We are starting off 2023 by awarding a $1000 grant for “good” 
watercolor supplies to the Grace Home School Group — a group 
of 18 middle and high school home schoolers. They visited the 
Workhouse Arts Center back in the fall where they had an opportunity 
to talk to many of the working artists on campus and where I was able 
to meet some of the adult coordinators. I look forward to reporting on 
their experience and accomplishments later in 2023.

Gwendolyn Bragg
Chairperson - VWS  Creasy /Johnson Fund
gwenbragg@aol.com       gwenbragg.com



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Fairfax
Area Rep: Carolyn Marshall Wright

Judy Antico’s painting, “Crosswinds” was accepted into the 
American Watercolor Society exhibition in New York at the  
Salmagundi Club.

Linda Wallace Blau had a one-woman show of her 
watercolors at the 1st Stage Theater in Tysons in November and 
December, during their performances of The Rainmaker. Her 
piece, “Beauty Found in a Pile of Leaves”, was accepted for the  
Sherwood Gallery show (in Fairfax City) by the Artists Coalition  
of Fairfax. 

Noreen Brunini’s  “Racing to the Finish” and “Coffee Table 
Book Travel” were juried into the Underground Gallery’s “CLAIM TO 
FAME” National Juried Exhibition in Crystal City, VA, Jan 30 - Feb 
24, 2023. “Joy” and “Leaf Pile” were juried into Color Love at Falls 
Church Arts Gallery which runs Jan 14 to Feb 26, 2023. “Bluebell 
Season!” was awarded First place in the Vienna Arts Society 
Annual Green Spring Gardens show exhibiting Feb 6, 2023 to  
April 3, 2023. 

Deborah Conn’s painting ”Quilt Stories 15: Ophelia” was 
accepted into the 14th Annual Signature American Watermedia 
International Exhibition, April 1 through May 28, in Fallbrook, CA.

Lynn Martin is the featured artist at The Loft Gallery in 
Occoquan, VA March 7-April 2, 2023.  Her show, “Three’s a Charm” 
includes trios of works done in a range of painting approaches 
and media, inspired by nature and her travels.

Deidre Pistochini’s  painting “Mango Bounty” won 2nd 
Place in the Franconia Center Art Show featuring Springfield 

“Mango Bounty”, watercolor,  Deidre Pistochini

Art Guild members.  The show runs 
through March 4th. Her painting 
“Fantasy Fish” was also juried into the 
Falls Church Art Gallery’s current show 
Color Love.

Carolyn Marshall Wright’s 
piece “Prodigal Rambler” was accepted 
into Underground Gallery’s CLAIM 
TO FAME National Juried Exhibition 
in Crystal City, VA, and her painting 
“Bounty” was juried into the 2023 
Regional Juried Exhibition at the Hill 
Center Gallery in Washington, DC.  For 
the month of February, she is par-
ticipating in a three person exhibit 
of abstracts at the Byrne Gallery in 
Middleburg, VA. Back in November, 
2022, her painting “Morning Reflec-
tion” received an Honorable Mention 
in Potomac Valley Watercolorists St 
Andrews Show.

“Crosswinds”, 
by Judy Antico 

“Beauty Found in a Pile of Leaves””, watercolor,  Linda Wallace Blau

“Morning Reflections”, wc,  Carolyn Marshall Wright



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S
Northern
Area Rep:  Janet Hansen Martinet  

Terry Anstrom was accepted into the Art Fluent inter-
national Exhibit online in November-January. The exhibit was 
entitled “Seeing Red”. Her piece is called “Centerfolds”. In the show 
there were 1032 entries and 11 countries entered. Terry had the 
only floral watercolor .

Liz Castellano-King placed Best in Show in the Uniquely 
Spotsylvania Art Show with her painting “1914 Le Rhône Rotary”. 
Liz also placed Best in Show in the Uniquely Spotsylvania Art 
Show with her painting “1914 Le Rhône Rotary”. She also had two  
2-day watercolor workshops in Lake of the Woods. This was her 
first time ever teaching watercolor and it was a great success.

Mike Flynn is a regular instructor for watercolor classes at the 
ArtFactory, Manassas, VA. On April 16, 2023, he will be teaching a 
single day, 3-hour class at the beautiful Caton Merchant Gallery, 
as part of a sponsored wellness program between the ArtFactory 
and UVA Health, Prince William Hospital. The class is part of the 
ARTful Wellness Series of art classes for youth and adults in the 
Manassas community. Costs are reduced for students and subject 
matter will be suited to beginners, but more experienced painters 
will learn tips and tricks from Mike in a relaxing atmosphere. 

Jean K. Gill received the Thornton Oakley Memorial Award in 
the 122nd International Exhibition of the Philadelphia Watercolor 
Society, and the J. Richeson award in the 2022/23 International 
Exhibition of the Missouri Watercolor Society. She has had two 
paintings accepted into the 2023 Rockies West National  
Exhibition opening in March of 2023.

Lorrie Herman juried in a couple of her watercolors at 
The Artists’ in Middleburg Gallery, “Big Blues” and “Turkey Trot”.

Elena Cheney Jochum is a Finalist in the PWS Chamber of Commerce 
2023 Business Awards!! She was nominated in “Excellence in Small Business”. She 
was one of the vendors at the Turf Valley Wedding Showcase where she will be 
presenting Live Event Painting and watercolor painting commission options. 
Elena will be auctioning her $1,000 valued custom painting commission as a 
Gold Sponsorship Contributor ($1,000) in support of Mountainside Montessori’s
2023 GALA and Charity Auction. 

 “1914 Le Rhône Rotary”, watercolor, Liz Catellano-King

Students from Liz Castellano-King’s 2-day watercolor work-
shops in Lake of the Woods.

 “Big Blues”, watercolor, Lorrie Herman

 “Okinowa 
Children”, 
watercolor, 
Elena 
Cheney 
Jochum



M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S

Northern (continued)
Area Rep:  Janet Hansen Martinet

“Atlantic Observer”, watercolor Janet Hansen Martinet

Janet Hansen Martinet had 4 paintings accepted in 
an exhibit at the Stacy C. Sherwood Rotary Gallery in Fairfax.  ‘A 
Tribute to NOVA Fine Artists’ is sponsored by the Artists Coalition 
of Fairfax and is on view through early April. One of her selected 
works is “When Earth Meets Heaven”, a watercolor with pen & ink.
“Atlantic Observer” is one of 5 paintings in the “Things We Do with 
Water” show at the Glenview Mansion Art Gallery at the Rockville 
Civic Center Park on display till March 24. 

Priyaa Ranjan Has plans to participate in exhibitions this 
year and also start small workshops. I am building my profile and 
working on my website currently.

Mike Sherman reports that his work was exhibited in the 
following exhibitions over the last year:  Exhibit zone “Scenic”, 
“Happiness”,  “Diversia”, and “Shapes and Colors” 2022/2023 
exhibitions, Gallerium “Noel” and “Aqua” exhibitions, Lagunas Art 
Gallery 2022 “50 and Over” exhibition, The Colorado Mesa 
University 2022 “Small Arts” exhibition, Artistonish 29th Magazine 
Issue, CHILDREN - 2022 (Exhibition and Publication), Scenic 2022 
(Landscape, Seascape, Cityscape), PLANTARIUM 2022: Trees, 
Leaves, Flowers (Exhibition and Publication), Courage Cards 
Holiday Art Search 2023, Gallerium Shapes and Colors 
(Exhibition and Publication), NSU James Wise Gallery, Crowns of 
Glory: Ceremony and Couture though Caps, Coiffures, and 
Coverings Exhibition and the Dallas African American Museum 
Carroll Harris Simms National Black Art Competition 
and Exhibition.

Jyotsna Umesh  facilitated Portrait sessions for the 
Loudoun County Public Library and donated watercolor gifts to 
our amazing medical front line workers at local hospitals.

Brenda Vann is exhibiting her work at the Open Space Art 
Gallery in Woodbridge. Brenda has been with OSA for a year now 
and has shown in every show and just loves it.

Priyaa Ranjan with 
one of her lovely 
landscape 
watercolors.

Jyotsna Umesh 
teaching a 
watercolor class 
at the Loudoun 
County Public 
Library. 

Jyotsna Umesh donating watercolor gifts to amazing front 
line workers at a local hospital. 



 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

  www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org    
 

Membership Year: __________     RENEW ___     NEW ___    

Name_______________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

City_________________________ VA ,    Zip______________ 

Telephone_________________________________________ 

Email _____________________________________________ 

Web URL___________________________________________ 
   

Has any of the above information changed since last year?   
__YES    __ NO 

 

*Please indicate if you do NOT have access to a computer or 
printer and NEED a printed copy of the Newsletter.   
 ____YES, I DO need a printed copy of the newsletter.   
 ____NO, I do NOT need a printed copy of the newsletter 

 

    Check one: 
        ____ Active Member - $35 Annual Due 
        ____ Full-time Student - $10 Annual Dues  
                  List School:________________________________ 
        ____ Life Members are required to return this form to confirm 
their contact information and continued active membership.  
Life Member Information & Application forms are available online at: 

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org 
or by email to virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com    

   
Membership is current through December 31st.  

Renewals are due by January 31st each year  
    

Make check payable to:  Virginia Watercolor Society 
Send payment with completed form to: 

Virginia Watercolor Society 
MEMBERSHIPS 

P.O. Box 6742, Williamsburg, VA 23188 

 
Note: The Annual Exhibition Catalogue, and Annual 
Membership Renewal Form will be emailed to all current 
members.  The Annual Prospectus, Waterlogue and 
occasional additional correspondence from the VWS will be 
sent by email to members with email addresses.  The 
Waterlogue is automatically mailed to members without 
email addresses. Members without access to a computer or 
printer can also opt to receive the Waterlogue by snail-mail.  
Please check YES or NO to indicate your preference. 

VWS Membership Renewals 
are due by January 31st 

    

Membership renewals are payable by credit card online 
at:      www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org/renew-
apply-for-membership/  or by returning this form along 
with your check.  Memberships will not be 
automatically renewed – renewal must be initiated by 
each member.  Your current membership year is listed 
on all email messages.  All membership renewals will be 
current through December 31st of the membership year. 
 
Late payments and new memberships will be accepted 
at any time, however, membership payments must be 
received no later than the annual exhibition entry 
deadline to be eligible to enter the Annual Juried 
Exhibition. Complete the Application for Membership 
and mail it with your check or money order to the 
address on the form, or renew your membership online 
with a credit card under the Membership tab at: 

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org 
 

Lifetime Memberships: Current VWS Members who are 
at least 75 years of age, have been a VWS member for 
at least 20 years and a signature artist member for at 
least 5 years, and have maintained continuous 
membership since achieving signature status are eligible 
to apply for Lifetime Membership. Annual Membership 
Dues are waived for Lifetime Members; however, you 
will still need to complete the Annual Membership 
Renewal Form to update your contact information and 
confirm your continued membership. Life Member 
Information & Application forms are available online at: 

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org  
   

Please remember to add the following email addresses 
to your email contact list so not to miss emailed 
information from the VWS, including the confirmation 
email when your membership is processed: 
virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com   
vawcs@virginiawatercolorsociety.org  
vawcs@virginiawatercolorsociety.net  
Check your spam and/or junk folders if you do not 
receive a confirmation email when you renew. 

Questions? Contact the membership chair at  

virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com   


