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The 42nd VWS Exhibition in Portsmouth!
by MaryLou Andrews and Charlie Lindauer, Co-Chairs, VWS 2021 Exhibition

T

he Virginia Watercolor Society
2021 Exhibition and Workshop
Committees are pleased to update
our members with our exciting
plans for this year’s event! Our
energy is flowing to make this an
amazing exhibition that you will
not want to miss! Nestled within
Olde Towne Portsmouth, you will
experience a walk through history as
you stroll the streets. All events are
conveniently situated on the same
city block, short walking distance
of each other. Along the Elizabeth
River, members will see shipbuilding
in progress, ride a paddleboat ferry

to Norfolk, visit historic homes
and museums, and dine at quaint
restaurants.
By the time you read this, entries
will be completed and the jurying
process will have commenced.
Submitting members are greatly
appreciated for their entries of
beautiful, creative artwork. April
26th, the Entries Committee will
begin the notification process.
The watercolor exhibition will be
displayed in the Portsmouth Art and
Cultural Center (PACC), June 12th-
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September 12th in the generous, well
lit gallery that was built in 1846 and
served as the courthouse till 1960.
Surrounded by a lovely courtyard,
the outdoor area is perfect for our
private Member’s Reception, Friday,
June 18th, 5-8 pm
The workshop is across the street
from PACC in the Trinity Episcopal
Church, listed on the National
Register of Historic Places. The
structure, built in 1828 served as
a hospital during the American
Civil War. With a covered walkway,
bell tower, and enclosed garden
42nd Exhibition continued on page 2
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

42nd Exhibition from page 1

area, it has ideal areas for dreaming, meditation, and
painting. The workshop area is generous in size, easily
accommodating 20 fortunate students with individual
tables, and generous room for social distancing. The
workshop is well lit with natural and overhead lighting
and adjoined by two large kitchens. Abundant parking
with convenient access to the studio is provided.

Spring is in the air! Finally.
I’m sure you agree with me
that it is good to have this
long, dark winter behind us. It
has been particularly difficult
for us to stay home and give
up some of the things we love
to do. However, staying home
during the bleak mid-winter
of the pandemic was a good time for painting
to get done. How lucky are we, as artists, to be
passionate about staying home in our studios and
creating art? Answer: very lucky.

Our distinguished juror and instructor is Linda Daly
Baker who will be teaching a five-day water media
workshop Monday June 14th - Friday, June 18th.
Workshop title is “Watercolor – A Little HOW and a
Lot of WHY.“ This unique dual workshop is all about
you; guaranteed to be a time of personal growth and
development. Starting with pouring technique, Baker will
complete the week with personal mentoring. Students
may work in styles and media he/she prefers while
receiving individual attention. The program is designed
for the artist who enjoys both the ‘how-to’ and ‘why-to’
and wants to spend serious time exploring and developing
one’s style and finding a unique voice and vision.

The entry deadline for the 42nd annual VWS
Exhibition has closed and the entries have been
forwarded to our juror, Linda Baker, for her
selection. Final selections will be posted on our
website on April 26. We had over 400 paintings
entered! The exhibition committee, under the
leadership of MaryLou Andrews and Charlie
Lindauer, have been working hard all winter to
make this one of the most successful exhibitions
yet. So excited to see so much participation
among our members. I hope you plan to attend.
It will be a great show! Also, if you have not
signed up for Linda Baker’s workshop, please do
so immediately, as it is filling up. You do not want
to miss this opportunity to get individual advice
and guidance from such an accomplished teacher.
(true confessions: I’ve taken her workshop seven
times. She is among the best. She will meet you
where you are and help you to get where you want
to go!!) There will also be some fun surprises for
all of you who plan to take the workshop.

Baker will include personalized consultation with each
participant, short group art discussions. and thought
provoking presentations throughout the week. Class
size is limited to twenty students. If you wish to enroll,
you need to do so quickly by contacting Workshop
Chair, Rowena Finn (rowena.artist@gmail.com).
On Saturday, June 19th 8:00 am at Trinity, VWS will host
a light breakfast before the one hour annual business
meeting. Afterwards we will transition next door to an
excitingly different Awards and Juror Talk at the beautiful
Commodore Theatre for our Brunch and Baker Talk. We
are so excited for you see the Commodore, an Art Deco
Style theatre from 1945. A dominant artistic element
of the auditorium is the pair of restored murals on the
side walls representing the progress of America and the
commerce and industry of Hampton Roads. It has been
refurbished in its original state and is beautiful. Your
afternoon will be free to revisit the Exhibition, see the
sights and sounds of the area.

If you had trouble logging into our new website
and getting EntryThingy to work properly, you
were not alone, and I am very sorry that there
were so many problems. There were some glitches
with our first attempt using our new website and
our new method of entering. Thanks to everyone
for their patience. We hope to get all of those
little problems straightened out by next year’s
exhibition. Many thanks to Karen Schwartz who
maintains all the membership records and was
able to help everyone who had trouble. Thank
you, Karen!

Can you tell we are excited about the upcoming
events?! More information will be coming to you
through email about lodging, event registration, and
information about the area. The VWS exhibition, your
show, is only about three months away! We hope you
make your plans to come our way! We are pulling out
the “red carpet” for you! Hope to see you soon!

President’s message continued on page 3
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President’s Message from page 2

By now, everyone has had the opportunity to
browse through our new website and see all
the information that is available to you. The
comments have all been overwhelmingly positive.
Thank you to Lorrie Herman, who will be taking
over as Webmaster soon, and to Karen Schwartz,
who will continue as Membership Chair. There
are some positions that need to be filled on the
Board. We need someone to step up to the plate
and volunteer to be the Historian of the VWS.
Recently, with Jack Frable’s advice, I secured a
small storage unit to store all of our archives and
slides. I no longer had the room in my living
quarters to store them. Jack is looking into getting
our documents and slides all put into a digital
format. It’s a great idea and I would love to have
someone help him do this. We also have the need
for a social media member, an exhibition locater,
and a secretary. I will talk more about this at our
annual meeting and I’ll be sending out an E-blast
detailing this.

MARK
YOUR
CALENDAR
June 18 – Reception, 42nd VWS Exhibition Reception
June 19 – B
 reakfast, Business Meeting, Luncheon,
42nd VWS Exhibition
June 19 – August 13 – 42nd VWS Exhibition
July 1 – Deadline for Waterlogue

181 members entered this year
with a total number of 436
paintings! Way to go, Portsmouth

In the meantime, get your vaccination, continue
painting up a storm, and have a wonderful and
safe Spring.

exhibition committee!! It promises
to be a great show!!

Elaine Nunnally
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A COVID short story
by Carolyn Marshall Wright

T

he Tidewater Area is pleased
to announce the 42nd Virginia
Watercolor Annual Exhibition and
Show at the Portsmouth Art and
Cultural Center, June 9-September
12, 2021, in the beautiful heart of
the city’s historic/waterfront area!
You won’t want to miss this one!
Acclaimed artist, Linda Baker, will
jury the show and teach a workshop
June 14-18 in the spacious open
space of Trinity Episcopal Church.
The Member Reception will be on
Friday, June 18th from 6-8 pm.
Saturday events include a breakfast
and business meeting at the Trinity
Episcopal Church, the oldest
church in Portsmouth, founded in

1761 across High Street from the
exhibition venue. A brunch, Juror’s
Talk and Awards Presentation will
follow next door from 10 am-Noon
at THE COMMODORE THEATRE,
a luxuriously restored 1945 Art Deco
style motion picture dinner/theatre.
We hope you will put these events
on your calendar, pad them with
a couple of days to enjoy the
surrounding sights and food, and
plan to join us!

Portsmouth Art and Culture Center

Warmly,
MaryLou Andrews/Charlie Lindauer
Co-Chairs, 2021 VWS Exhibition
and Workshop
vws.2021.exhibition@gmail.com
The workshop will
take place in the
Trinity Episcopal
Church established
in 1781. It has quiet
nooks, a big bright
space for creating
art, two kitchens and
an attached parking
lot. It is right across
the street from the
exhibition venue!
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Renaissance Portsmouth-Norfolk Waterfront
Hotel—location of VWS Breakfast, Meeting,
and Awards Luncheon.
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Postcards from COVID
(reflections on the past year by VWS artists)

T

he past year has been difficult for everyone. Artists tend to be more isolated as it is since painting is a solo
venture but COVID made it even moreso. VWS was curious how their members dealt with this pandemic and
reached out to a few members to get their response. This is what they said:
Covid swept through my four member immediate
family with three of us only experiencing minor
symptoms for a week or so. My 92 year old father in law
felt the brunt of it and is still recuperating from some
of its complications. My artistic endeavors, as a result,
have been essentially nil this winter. I hope with the
promise of spring and with the blooming of flowers so
shall be the opening of my Winsor and Newtons and
stretching of my Arches cold pressed as I apply pigment
to paper endeavoring to create something of beauty.

I’ve also partnered up with a Facebook group to host
live sessions for their monthly challenge. I have been
painting every day ever since!
—Yufen zha

A lot of careful caution has been daily but with new
ways to connect like Zoom, and finally back to inperson masked teaching, a new sense of connecting to
other artists has been therapeutic, even texts! Receiving
the shots has helped and so have pandemic sales at
my local art center. Looking forward to returning to
somewhat normal!

—Mark Mashburn

My family has been following strict social distancing
since March last year. My kids haven’t seen any of their
friends in person for over a year now and it’s been
tremendously difficult for my 13-year old daughter
which in turn affected me in a way I had never
anticipated. I did little to no painting last year (which
used to be my happy outlet).

—Ellie Cox

I’ve been through three phases since the pandemic first
arrived a year ago last March. First, I naively thought,
“Great, I’ll have extra time to paint.” I managed two
original watercolor paintings that I thought were nice.
But then someone let the air out of my Pollyanna
balloon, and my brain zoomed round and round trying
to regain focus. This short term memory issue plagues
me still. And when I paint, I have to write tons of
notes about what I need to correct, what I’ve decided
to do next, any changes, or anything I want to try. It’s
annoying, but critically important. After completing my
early two paintings, my art and I entered a second and
different artistic phase — a clean-up and rescue stage
where I retrieved prior paintings that I’d put in ‘jail’
with indeterminate sentences. I knew these paintings
had something that needed fixed, but it wasn’t clear
to me how to rehabilitate them. I set these paintings
around where I couldn’t avoid them. They would be
in my face, i.e., the kitchen counter, my bathroom, my
bedside dresser. They haunted me, finally penetrating
my foggy brain deep enough that a few lingering
creative juices began to stir. It was a breakthrough of
sorts, and I began to see possibilities for improving
each one of these ‘prisoner paintings.’ I can happily
say that four of these paintings have been liberated

At the end of last year, my daughter decided to get
out of the funk and spent her entire Christmas break
learning and building an online store selling self-care
products the two of us have been making and using for
a few years (beauJasminDesigns.com).
This really inspired me to get back into painting and
work on my own website (been wanting to do that for a
couple of years, YufenZhaStudio.com). I used to teach
a small group of moms from my kids school who never
painted before but wanted to get started with watercolor.
It made me feel good that I was able to put smiles on
someone’s face. Art really is therapeutic! But sadly those
in-person sessions stopped when the pandemic started. I
was inspired enough that I decided to give online session
a try and have been doing Live online paint-along
sessions for beginners every two weeks. The internet has
enabled me to help beginners from all over the world to
jump on the watercolor wagon, not just the small group
of local moms. They have given me ideas what they want
to paint as well as how to best teach adult beginners.
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from their jail status. I would never have imagined
such transformations possible. The last phase I entered
during the pandemic followed immediately. I can
describe it best as a free-spirited, highly imaginative,
experimental artistic endeavor. It’s been great fun and
has continued to act like a paddle to keep stirring those
creative juices. That’s my three art phases from Corona.

have meditative exercise. We held lunches on the lawn
to gather and have distanced visits. I’m sure others
found creative ways to fill social needs too. Did you
find people in the workplace were more chatty and
ready to share all sorts of information? I heard stories
from people in the grocery and hardware stores one
would not expect from a stranger.That was such an
unexpected positive to our enforced separation.

—Sally Guynn

And like so many others, I miss travel, so am teaching
“Have Brush, Will Travel” this Spring so we can remember
and talk about our mind expanding experiences.

When the lock-down first happened, I decided that this
could be a negative event in my life or a positive one.
I decided to make it a positive one. I began painting every day, something I’ve never done because I didn’t have
time. I also took some online watercolor classes with an
artist I admire. I feel my watercolors have made a giant
leap. I also formed a group with five other watercolorists, and we each picked out a challenging topic that
we had to paint. It got me out of my comfort zone, and
I painted things I would have never thought I would
want to paint with great results. We have continued
our group painting themes suggested by each member
and then we Zoomed about two weeks later and share
what we did. As far as art goes, the pandemic has had a
positive influence on my life. I still miss getting together
with my friends and going out to restaurants, but the
pandemic has not been all bad.
—Jane McElvany-Coonce

—Vera Dickerson

During the
pandemic, I finished,
cropped, matted,
archived, and labeled
miscellaneous small
works amassed
over the years while
I was focused on
larger paintings. I
am totally inept at measuring/cutting and could not
have matted anything without the able assistance of
my husband, Stewart. I decided, from now on, to paint
in sizes matched to precut mats, which I purchased
to help me stick to the COVID plan of painting many
small, imagined landscapes. However, I now have a
pile of empty mats as I reverted to painting full sheets.
In terms of art appreciation, I applaud the efforts of my
accomplished friends who have related to the moment
and created works of art capturing the year’s angst. I
have stuck to what I know but find myself moved by the
compelling, timely works of others.

My garden was
beautiful in May and
June, so I painted a
dozen canvases of red
poppies and golden
sunflowers. They gave
me a joy when I was
at home, with only the
‘exciting’ grocery trips
Winter Cahtedral
as diversion. Later,
“Winter Cathedral” is much of how I have seen 2020.
...Some what isolated, but so thankful for the beauty
and peace of nature.

—Jean Gill

I’m afraid my painting experience during this pandemic
has been extremely non-productive. I have not painted
one single painting. I walk past my studio every day
and have no desire to paint. Sometimes I just sit in
my studio surrounded by my supplies hoping that the
paints will call my name. I’ve even tried using other
mediums in the hopes that learning something new will
take me outside this dry spell. I’ve even had thoughts as
to whether I want to continue painting.

Much of my teaching early in the year was by email,
with Markup editing to make suggestions to my classes’
paintings. When we were allowed, my classes began
to meet in June, allowing for actual conversations
about art. The Y was opened so I could swim laps and
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I’ve tried several Zoom classes hoping that it would
incentivize my creative flow. The Zoom format just
doesn’t work for me. I don’t feel any connection to the
instructor or the students. I really miss having facetime
with other artists.

Last year was mostly confined at home and all three
kids were at home. Hence had to devote lots of time
with them as they didn’t have much interactions with
their own friends.
Spent some time in my small vegetable garden and it
was very rewarding.

I’m not sure why I can’t snap out of it but I’m hoping
that when life resumes and I can socialize and leave my
home this veil will lift off of my creativity.

Artwise it was a very good year for me. Sold a few
paintings and took some commission works as well.
Also sold some greeting cards and got a large corporate
order last christmas. However I think it was mainly a
seasonal sale.

—Tammy

Now working on my own website which will be up in a
few weeks.
Couldn’t participate in this year’s VWS show as I
couldnt create a suitable one. Watched so many online
video demos as I found many senior artists switched to
online trainings.
I hope things will change and we will be able to do
physical events all over again.
—George Jacob

Two days before I was scheduled to teach a Creative
Sketching Workshop in Chile, everything was canceled.
Not only was this trip canceled, but all of my classes
came to an abrupt halt. At first, I enjoyed the extra
time to paint but what came out was a bit shocking to
me. I started painting abstracts. This was new to me.
Although I felt a bit awkward at first, each painting
seemed to reflect the fear of the pandemic and racial
injustice that filled the news each day. These paintings
were very meditative and the marks I made were
definitely ‘guided’. Circles became a repeating theme.
I looked into this and realized that it is an emblem for
the perfect and everlasting God. God was with me in
every painting and he practically signed them!

I did not submit to the show this year due in a reverse
sort of response to Covid. I had just had a very deep
loss to cope with when Covid struck.
I coped by diving into art classes online to make sure I
had people around me and some routine to my weeks.
I painted and painted and painted — I have many
pieces as a result. However, even when not using a class
resource for a painting, I did benefit from work from
my own sources but as challenged in class and with
solid critique sessions. So, I found it difficult to come up
with work that had not been done ‘under supervision’
as is required for submission. I learned a great deal. I
am not sorry, In some ways, the pandemic gave be the
opportunity to heal and grow.

Although I enjoyed this painting time, I started to miss
all of my students! I learned about Zoom and bought
all of the equipment I would need to teach my classes
on this platform. I started a Studio Painting (critique)
class (which grew from 1 session a week to 4 sessions
a week), a Creative Challenge Watercolor class and
Beginning Drawing class, an art class for neighborhood
kids and a Watercolor Workshop now and again, I am

And today, I got my second vaccine.
Still missing my grandson in Texas however.
—Jeanne McIntyre
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able to keep my classes going with more students than
I did before. They are from all over the US and Canada!
These Zoom classes WILL continue even after we can
meet in person. I am so thankful for Zoom and so glad
I was pushed to learn it!

As artists we are fortunate that when we are painting
and the creative juices are flowing we see time, problems, and reality disappear. I have to say that COVID
has been just a side issue; politics and the media played
a larger stress role for me. I did have a lot of time to
clean out drawers and in the process find paintings
put aside in the ‘possible potential’ pile. One of these
was a painting I reworked and submitted in this years
VWS show. I love to try the ‘what if ’ when finding good
starts. VWS is fortunate to be having a physical show
as was accomplished in last years show at the Virginia
Historical and Cultural Museum in Richmond. I look
forward to seeing the creative works of the 2021 VWS
in Portsmouth, Virginia.
—Bev Perdue

As if all of this does not keep me busy enough, I am
also developing an online course called Watercolor by
Heart: Foundations. I have been recording my classes
and have been having fun editing them! (I like learning
techie stuff too).

Not being essential we got to watch and photograph
those who were essential, bringing to light the night
crew doing roadwork all through our neighborhood.
When we finally could travel we moved out of the DC
apartment and fixed my separation anxiety. First up was
painting the night crew … with the driver of the paving
machine who looked like Santa Claus working in the
off-season! It takes time to get back into painting and
art, so I will keep my paints and brushes close to me.

—Marni

I spent time during the pandemic working in
collaboration with an Etsy shop owner. The shop
(Ketubata) sells ketubahs—which are Jewish marriage
contracts.

Although we were fortunate to have work for 13 folks
in my small business, we left an apartment vacant in the
DC area with all my artwork, paper, paint and brushes
and relocated to the less hectic life of Hampton, VA
where Julie and I hunkered down and spent a lot of
time outdoors birdwatching and taking photos of the
sights and life around the Chesapeake Bay.

I designed the artwork that surrounds the Hebrew and
English texts. The shop owner is a graphic artist and
she creates the text that is applicable to each bride and
groom.
Here are my current designs:

—Amy Aarons

—Kurt Dittmer
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My painting took a back seat for most of last year
because we were downsizing in preparation for a
move, which also meant spring cleaning and donating
art supplies. When I did find time to paint, it was to
distract myself from the stress of moving during a
pandemic. I experimented with the use of colors that
I had bought a few years ago as a challenge to try a
different palette. This is one of the results:

the second time. It started in March 2020, so I was
very busy through May. I was comfortable learning
online since I had been part of this program in 2019
and during the lockdown I participated in many
group discussions, critiques and Masterminds through
Zoom. The 12-week program is offered every year by
Nicholas Wilton and his incredible team. There are
participants from around the world and finding new
friends with like minds is such a treat! The Creative
Visionary Program is held every Spring preceded by a
free weeklong class. Nick also posts a video blog every
Sunday and offers lots of free stuff all year. As artists
we never stop learning, which is one of the things I love
about being an artist!
If anyone wants more information about this I am
happy to answer any questions.
You can check out Nicholas Wilton on Google and will
find lots of info.
I think I have become a better artist during this last
year.....I know I have! Have had my shots and am
grateful to be able to move around again, but the last
year has been okay for me with the exception of not
hugging my kids and grandkids!

—Brenda Barthell

I had an anomaly of a year. Starting in the Fall of
2019 I had scheduled and began planning for my
first solo show at a local (Norfolk) gallery. I am a
watercolorist and oil painter. When the pandemic was
first announced we were thinking everything would
be cancelled. The plans were actually on and off and
on again. But, in July 2020 the show went on with a
wonderful opening night (masks required and limited
occupancy, of course) and closed with a successful sales
report that allowed me to make a $2000 donation to
one of my favorite charities — the Epilepsy Foundation
of Virginia. I think everyone was so eager to be out,
especially in a COVID compliant event, to see new art
and to help with an important cause.

Hope everyone has remained safe and has kept their
brushes wet!
—Sue Rosen

I did enter this year’s
VWS Exhibition
in Portsmouth. I
returned to painting
seriously in the fall of
2020. I have created
four landscape
paintings based on
photos I took in past
travels and different
scenes around the
Boar’s Head Sports
Club and UVA
Foundation building.

Since then, I have been working on multiple pieces and
recognizing that the pandemic has taught me to enjoy
the “white space” on my calendar that allows me more
time in the studio.
—Gina

—Ken Chasin
I was very lucky in that I had already signed up for an
intense online 12-week course that I was taking for
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Northern Virginia
Jean K. Gill, AWS, NWS has
had works accepted in the 154th
Annual International Exhibition
of the American Watercolor
Society in NYC, the 12th Annual
Signature American International
Watermedia Exhibition in
Fallbrook, CA, and the National
Watercolor Society’s First 100
Years Celebratory Exhibition
in conjunction with the Hilbert
Museum of California Art. She
won the Blick’s Award in the
Missouri Watercolor Society’s
International Exhibition and the
Sandra Thompson Memorial Award
in the WCWS 2021 Rockies West
National Exhibition, and an Award
of Merit in the PWCS Members’
Online Show.
Janet Hansen Martinet had three
paintings accepted in the Historic
Manassas Banner Art Contest
this year. She also had two pieces
juried into Art at the Mill: BurwellMorgan Mill, Saturday, April 24
– Sunday, May 9,15 Tannery Lane,
Millwood, Virginia 22646.
Noreen Brunini has been accepted
as a Signature Artist in the
Baltimore Watercolor Society.
Jane McElvancy Coonce won
third prize for her piece, “Vivaldi

SPRING 2021

Concert” in the McLean Project for
the Arts (MPA) and McLean Art
Society exhibit, “The Show Must Go
On”, held at MPA’s Atrium Gallery,
which ran from March 2 - 13, 2021.
Ginger Sanaie and Sandra Hill also
had pieces accepted into the show.
Carolyn Marshall Wright is
showing several pieces in a group
show entitled “Spring Bouquet” at
the Byrne Gallery in Middleburg,
VA. The show runs through March
28, 2021. She also had two pieces
accepted for publication in an
online arts journal, “Vita Poetica”,
and one of them was chosen for the
cover art.

Valley
Four VWS members, Julie Read,
Hilary White, Ann Lesman and
Bob Lesman will be showing
their work at the Friday Painters
Exhibition at Long Branch Historic
House from May 12 through June
30, 2021. The Friday Painters
have been painting together in
Shepherdstown, WV for over 25
years. Sixteen members will be
showing two pieces each of their
best work in the Main and West
Galleries. Long Branch is located on
Long Branch Lane, Boyce, Virginia
22620. Their web site is www.visit
longbranch.org.
Six Friday Painters donated
paintings for an online auction to
benefit the Shepherdstown Library.
All the donated art SOLD! The
Library raised $4700.
Enjoy juror Galvin Glakas’s
statement on the first place award
winner, Christine Duke.
“I want to thank the Baltimore
Watercolor Society for inviting
me to judge their 2020 Signature
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Member Exhibit at Strathmore
Mansion. I really enjoyed seeing so
much excellent artwork.
When I judge a show, I’m basically
looking for two elements: idea and
execution. I want to see work done
with a high level of talent that is
depicting visual or psychological
ideas that I find interesting and
challenging. I want to see an artist
set up a difficult or intriguing
problem and then try to solve it in a
unique way.
Sometimes I am drawn to work
that looks like it was a stretch for
the artist — an ambitious reach
for something that is just beyond
their grasp. Other times, I respond
to the seeming ease and masterful
handling of something simple and
concise. Sometimes the idea is
better, sometimes the execution is
better, and every once in a while,
when lightning strikes, creativity
and execution exist in a perfect
harmony of excellence.
I try to remain impartial and to
judge pieces strictly based on their
artistic merits, but at times the
sheer enjoyment I get out of a piece
supersedes any other criteria.
First place - “St. Nicholas and the
Wedding of the Three Sisters” by
Christine Duke.
I was drawn to the sheer ambition
and very successful execution of this
piece. It is a very difficult assignment
that was beautifully composed and
excellently rendered.”
News from Peg Sheridan
I just finished teaching a Zoom
watercolor class for Beverley
Street Studio School. It went
really well, and was fun to teach! I
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had students from as far away as
Fairfax County and Richmond. I
also taught a workshop on March
6, about using white space in
watercolors, for Beverley Street
Studio School. On February 3, I
taught “Small Splashy Watercolors”
at Shenandoah Valley Art Center in
Waynesboro.
I will be Featured Artist at the
Shenandoah Valley Art Center
in Waynesboro for the month of
April. The title of the show is “Ebb
and Flow”, and will feature plein air
landscapes, studio pieces, and some
new abstracted landscapes. We
hope to have an opening, on April
10. See www.svacart.com.
I will be teaching “Plein Air Painting
in Watercolor” for Beverley Street
Studio School on Mondays, June 7 to
July 12, 9 – 12. We will meet outside
at different locations, unless weather
prevents it. Learn how to paint en
plein air, and discover new places of
beauty in our area! Register at www.
bssschool.org.
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Richmond
Mary Jane Zander will have a
solo exhibit, “Moments in Time,”
at the Purcell Gallery in Louisa,
Virginia from March 26 to May 21.
She received the Virginia Poehler
Memorial Award of Distinction in
the 41st Annual Virginia Watercolor
Society Exhibition and was awarded
3rd place in The Painted Garden
exhibit organized by the Virginia
Beach Garden Club for Historic
Garden Week in Virginia, 2020.

Middle Penninsula
Kathleen Noffsinger has received
Lifetime Status in VWS. She will
be teaching watercolor workshops
at the RAL Art Center and the Bay
School this spring and summer.
Broken Color – Painting Like the
Impressionists!
All Media Intermediate Level
2-Day Workshop: Wed., May 5
and Wed., May 19, 2021, 10:00am
– 3:00pm

I have also taken three Zoom
painting classes, one on gouache
painting and two on watercolor
painting. I have found these classes
to be a lot of fun, and a great way
to learn. I actually can’t wait to do
my homework! Other than that, I
am working on three commissions.
When I have time to paint for
myself, I have enjoyed painting
some abstract/nonobjective
watercolors, and some large
paintings of lakes and rivers.

Location: RAL Art Center, 19
North Main Street, Kilmarnock,
VA 22482 (COVID-19 gallery
restrictions apply.)

For more information on my
classes, paintings, etc., see www.
pegsheridan.com.

of medium Kathleen will focus
on using both soft and bold
broken color to paint in the
impressionist style. Artists will
work in their usual medium of
watercolor, oil or acrylic. This is
not a “how-to” beginner class for
each medium. Kathleen’s demos
will be in watercolor and oil/cold
wax medium and show how an
artist’s paintings in one medium
can inspire creativity in another.
Using sound practices in color
theory and composition, this
workshop is designed to push
painters toward new techniques
for exciting results! For questions
please email Kathleen at
noffsingerart@gmail.com.
Abstracting Colors - Watercolor
Kaleidoscope 1 and 2
Two 1-day workshops: Saturday,
July 24, 10am-3pm, and Saturday,
August 28, 10am – 3pm
Location: Bay School Community Arts Center, 279 Main Street,
Mathews 23109
Cost: $85 each session (Class
limited to 6 artists)

Cost: $145 RAL Members, $155
Non-members (Class limited to 8
artists)

Supplies: Artists should bring
their preferred supplies plus
sketching materials. Bring or buy
your lunch.

Supplies: Artists should bring
their preferred supplies for their
chosen medium plus sketching
materials. Bring or buy your lunch.

Registration: https://bayschoolarts.asapconnected.
com/#CourseGroupID=36539 or
call 804-725-1278

Registration: RAL Art Center
804-436-9309

Workshop Description: Learn
how to paint a seascape with a
variety of blues from aqua to
ultramarine and violet using abstracted shapes of broken color to
create a Watercolor Kaleidoscope!
Bring a photo or two and watch

Workshop Description: Working
with exaggerated brushwork,
palette knives and scrapers
suited to the painters’ choice
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the magic happen as Kathleen
shows you how to use color
creatively! Open to all skill levels.
A materials list will be provided.
(Rental art supplies are available
from the instructor.) Artists may
take Part 1 or Part 2 or both as
there will be new lessons for each
workshop.
Also at the Bay School, a Watercolor
Portrait Workshop with Jane Paul
Angelhart, Thursday and Friday,
June 10 and June 11, 9am – 3pm,
$200.
Registration: https://bayschoolarts.asapconnected.
com/#CourseGroupID=36539 or
call 804-725-1278
This course is a comprehensive
overview of the watercolor portrait process covering topics from
applying the paint to the paper to
handling a commission.
The goal of this workshop is to
infuse students with confidence
to master watercolors. The
course includes daily exercises to
understand how to control the
water to pigment ratio necessary
to achieve glowing colors. Predrawn images of children’s faces
are provided as exercises, and step
by step demonstrations are done
daily. Students are encouraged
to take on a larger painting from
a photo of someone familiar.
Some topics of discussion and
demonstrations include: how to
lay out a palette, which pigments
to chose and why, the advantages
and limitations of painting from
photographs and computer
screens, how to do a photo shoot
for a watercolor portrait, the job
of doing portrait commissions,
the necessity for drawing
proficiency and how to improve
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it, and topics to encourage and
improve students’ ability to paint
a watercolor portrait.
Students are encouraged to bring
portfolios for critique, paintings
in progress, problem paintings,
photographs of prospective
portraits, digital camera, and
laptop computer, and questions.
More advanced students are
invited to bring photos / images
on paper ready to begin. We
will focus on finishing a larger
portrait.
While the focus of this workshop
will be watercolor portraits, the
sky is the limit for discussion and
exploration of any style/medium/
subject in painting. Open to all
skill levels. A materials list will be
provided.
Allure Art Center has these coming
up, in Kilmarnock:
Our Plein Air Unleashed Event,
April 28 – May 1, is open to
anyone to come out and paint and
participate at no fee.
The Quick Draw event on May 1st
is also open but there is a $5 fee
to enter. Three VWS artists are
participating already.
Plein Air Unleashed Allure Art
Center | Plein Air Painting Event
We also have an open grounds
policy all year long. Any artists are
welcome and allowed to come paint
on our grounds as well as setup for
“Arts on the Lawn” on weekends to
show and sell their works. We just
ask for a heads up day before.
The Bay School, Arts on Main, and
RAL Art Center will be hosting a
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joint regional VWS “Summer of
Color” Exhibition. Each gallery will
focus on a different theme for their
show. VWS members in the MidPen
region will receive entry forms via
email. If you are in this region and
haven’t received a form, please email
pamdoss@bayschool-arts.com.
Due to the virus we moved our
2nd “Tidelands Plein Air” to the
Fall, October 13 thru 16. We will
have a Welcoming Reception
Wednesday afternoon, paint
Thursday thru part of Saturday,
Friday night picnic, all culminating
in a Wet Paint Exhibition Saturday
night. That event will also be our
Fall Fundraising event for the
community with supper, drinks and
music so we hope for a big turnout
of guests to see and hopefully
purchase some of these new works.
We make arrangements with our
friends so we have some big estates
and farms open to the artists, our
little historic downtown, and our
marshes and creeks are a favorite
too. And of course they all love to
paint the grain tanks of Perdue.
We are advertised in the Plein Air
Magazine, pages UG 36 and 37.
Registration begins on July 30
starting at 1pm for the first 40
applicants. $50. Tapparts.org
I hope we can offer host housing
but I’m not sure due to the virus.
But we have a nice Holiday Inn
Express and a new hotel going up
right now.
So help us put the word out.
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Central
Peg Sheridan of Staunton will be
the featured artist for the month
of April at the Shenandoah Valley
Art Center in Waynesboro, VA. Her
exhibit, entitled “Ebb and Flow,”
will include plein air landscapes,
studio pieces, and some new
abstract landscapes. If all goes well,
there will be an official opening on
April 10. Peg will also be teaching
“Plein Air Painting in Watercolor”
at the Beverly Street Studio School
in Staunton on Monday mornings,
June 7 – July 12. Register at www.
bssschool.org.
William Snow of Palmyra will be
staging a one-man exhibition that
will take place at the Montgomery
Museum & Lewis Miller Regional
Art Gallery in Christiansburg, VA.
The show dates will be Tuesday, May
4 through Tuesday, June 29, 2021.
An outdoor reception is planned if
covid regulations will allow during
this period. Proceeds (minus the
gallery commission from any sales)
will go to benefit the New River
Valley Community Foundation.
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Path” at Gloucester Arts On Main
from March 5 to March 27, 2021.
gloucesterarts.org. She also had a
painting accepted into the 2021
Academy Center of the Arts Annual
National Juried Art Exhibition,
Lynchburg, VA. Joe Krakora, Juror.
She is also offering a one-day plein
air workshop at a mountain orchard
on Saturday, April 3. Call the
Lynchburg Art Club 434-528-9434
to register
David Eakin of Forest had a painting,
“The Turn”, accepted into the 154th
Annual International Exhibition of
the American Watercolor Society,
April 12 – 30, 2021, The Salmagundi
Club, New York.

David Eakin, “The Turn”

William Snow, “Boars Head Stairs”

Deliece Blanchard of Lynchburg is
having a solo show “A Wandering

David also had all three entries
accepted into the 2021 Academy
Center of the Arts Annual National
Juried Art Exhibition, Lynchburg,
VA. Joe Krakora, Juror. April 2-May
1, 2021. academycenter.org.
Laren Baum, Lynchburg had
a painting accepted into the
2021 Academy Center of the arts
annual national Juried exhibition
Lynchburg, Virginia, Joseph
Krakora, juror.
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Roanoke
Pat Carr received the
“Distinguished Award of
Recognition for Body of Works”
from judge Richard Pumphrey at
the Bower Center for the Arts 7th
Annual Edna Curry/John Bower
Exhibit in Bedford.
Kevin Deck, a new VWS member,
recently was appointed to the
Roanoke Arts Commission. He
submitted work for the first time to
the Transparent Watercolor Society
of America, and was notified that
his painting, “Antique Blue”, was
selected for the TWSA 45th Annual
Exhibit this summer.
Vera Dickerson is having a
show in May at Scott Kitts Salon
in Roanoke. She will have two
paintings at the Roanoke Historical
Society 250th Botetourt County
Birthday exhibit which opens April
16 in the Winston Link Museum
in the old NW train station in
Roanoke.
Nancy Stark and Gari Stephenson
have been accepted into the 154th
Annual International Exhibition of
the American Watercolor Society
which will be held April 12-30, in
New York, NY.
Jane Winders Frank became
a Signature Member of The
International Society of
Experimental Artists. Her painting,
Dream Forest, was accepted into the
exhibition, Utterly Unfathomable
and Powerfully Profound, in the fall
of 2020.
Piedmont Arts in Martinsville will
host the American Watercolor
Society 153rd Annual Exhibition
March 13, 2021 to May 1, 2021.
Also a memorial exhibit of Jan
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Iten’s work will be going on at the
same time. Jane was a long-time
member of VWS. Roanoke area
VWS members are sponsoring a
memorial award in memory of
Jane Iten at the 42nd VWS Annual
Exhibition.
More information can be found on
the link below:
https://www.piedmontarts.org/
calendar/event.cfm?eID=1035
Reservations are necessary to view
the exhibits.

Jane Winders Frank, "Dream Forest"

March 13, 2021 - May 1, 2021
American Watercolor Society
153rd Annual Exhibition
American Watercolor Society
153rd Annual Exhibition includes
40 paintings, with styles ranging
from hyper realistic to abstract, by
artists from around the globe. Each
year the Society holds its Annual
International Exhibition, a juried
exhibition of watercolors from
artists around the world. More
than 1,100 artists from the U.S. and
32 foreign countries submit their
work. This year, 143 paintings were
selected for the annual exhibition
and 40 paintings were selected to
travel on a cross-country tour of
six museums and galleries, which
culminates at Piedmont Arts.
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2021 Summer Workshop at The
Studio School, Roanoke, VA
Chaos to Order — with Kathleen
Conover
Monday, June 14 – Friday, June 18,
2021 – $450
Award winning Michigan artist
Kathleen Conover presents her
exciting workshop experimenting
with materials, design, and
watermedia. For examples of her

work, additional description of this
workshop, and a supply list go to
her website https://kathleenconover.
com/ and select Galleries or
Workshops.
There is a limit of 20 students.
Please send registrations to:
Jane Winders Frank
3040 McVitty Forest Dr.
Apt. 207
Roanoke, VA 24018

Summer Plein Aire Workshop June 11-13 2021
Award-winning artist and teacher Theodora T. Tilton will offer a
workshop that explores the natural world through painting in the
Shenandoah Mountains. Choosing oil or watercolor, students of all levels
will paint "en plein aire" (painting outdoors) in the beautiful mountains
surrounding historic Shrine Mont in Orkney Springs, Virginia. Students
will start with the basics and work through the process of creating a
painting with each day taking you to a new location.
We begin with an introduction to the workshop and to each other
with a review of painting materials and general techniques. Each day
we focus on a different aspect of nature: reflections in water, skies,
distance, or gardens. We travel to areas around Shrine Mont either
on foot or by car. With each local, we discuss different approaches to
different subject matter. Sharing with each other is encouraged and the
workshop is designed to inspire.
Tilton has taught art and design for Marymount University in
Arlington, Virginia and for the Fairfax County Park Authority as
well as private students for over twenty years. She received her MFA
degree from Syracuse University School of Visual and Performing Arts,
and a BFA from the Hartford Art School at Hartford University. Her
paintings have been shown in more than one hundred and fifty juried
and individual shows across the country.
Tilton’s work also has been featured in the Metro Weekly Washington
Magazine with an artical titled “Of Beasts and Brushes” and in
“American Artist” Watercolor magazine, with an article titled,
“Artistic Perceptions”. Her work was selected for inclusion in The
Best of Watercolor, published by Rockport Publishers Inc. and the
Encyclopedia of Living Artists, 11th Edition, ArtNetwork.
Accomodations are provided by Shrine Mont. Please go to https://
shrinemont.com/event/painting-creation/ to sign up.
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VWS Membership Renewals
Membership renewals are due by January 31st.
Late payments and new memberships will be accepted
at any time, however, membership payments must be
received no later than the annual exhibition entry
deadline to be eligible to enter the Annual Juried
Exhibition. Complete the Application for Membership
and mail it with your check or money order to the
address on the form, or renew your membership online
with a credit card at:
www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org/become-amember/

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org
Membership Year: __________

RENEW ___

NEW ___

Name_______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City_________________________ VA , Zip______________
Telephone_________________________________________

Lifetime Memberships: Current VWS Members who are
at least 75 years of age, have been a VWS member for
at least 20 years and a signature artist member for at
least 5 years, and have maintained continuous
membership since achieving signature status are eligible
to apply for Lifetime Membership. Annual Membership
Dues are waived for Lifetime Members, however, you
will still need to complete the Annual Membership
Renewal Form to update your contact information and
confirm your continued membership. Life Member
Information & Application forms are available online at:
www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org

Email _____________________________________________
Web URL___________________________________________
Has any of the above information changed since last year?
__YES __ NO
*Please indicate if you do not have access to a computer or
printer and NEED a printed copy of the Newsletter.
____YES, I DO need a printed copy of the newsletter.
____NO, I do NOT need a printed copy of the newsletter
Check one:
____ Active Member - $35 Annual Due
____ Full-time Student - $10 Annual Dues (list school)
____ Life Members are required to return this form to confirm
their contact information and continued active membership.
Life Member Information & Application forms are available online at:

Please remember to add the following email addresses
to your email contact list so not to miss emailed
information from the VWS, including the confirmation
email when your membership is processed:
vawcs@virginiawatercolorsociety.org
vawcs@virginiawatercolorsociety.net
virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com
Check your spam and/or junk folders if you do not
receive a confirmation email when you renew.

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org/MembershipInfo.cfm
Membership is current through December 31st.
Renewals are due by January 31st each year
Make check payable to: Virginia Watercolor Society
Send payment with completed form to:
Virginia Watercolor Society
MEMBERSHIPS
P.O. Box 6742, Williamsburg, VA 23188

“

Note: The Annual Exhibition Prospectus, Exhibition Catalogue,
and Annual Membership Renewal Form will be mailed to all
current members. The Waterlogue and occasional additional
correspondence from the VWS will be sent by email to
members with email addresses. The Waterlogue is
automatically mailed to members without email addresses.
Members without access to a computer or printer can also opt
to receive the Waterlogue by snail-mail. Please check YES or
NO to indicate your preference.

If I could say it in
words there would
be no reason to
paint.
— Edward Hopper
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