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The 41st VWS Exhibition in Retrospect
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f you haven't yet made it to our

41st Exhibition in Richmond at
the Virginia Museum of History &
Culture, read on — the show’s a must
see, exceptional on so many levels.
Why? Because after all was said
and done, the Virginia Watercolor
Society defied the gravitational pulls
of Covid, giving us a show worth
wearing a mask to see!

First, consider this. When gravity
is defied, constraints snap free.
Push backs turn into looking for
solutions in more creative ways.
Cooperation and resolve tighten,
and results can be better than
originally dreamed. Let’s look at
what happened, giving proof to
these theories.

Applying online via Café proved to
be more user-challenging than user-

by Sally Guynn

friendly while the Corona pandemic
elevated the word challenging

to a new level. But with creative
thinking, teamwork, awesome

art, and unwavering resolution,
VWS pressed on, achieving some
extraordinary results.

After almost 500 paintings were
submitted, juror and acclaimed
artist, Fred Graff, selected one
painting each from 79 artists for the
Exhibition, ultimately providing an
excellent diversity of styles, subject
matter, provocation and emotion.

Prior to the Exhibition’s opening,

19 members participated in a
stimulating workshop by Judge
Graff, straining through our masks
for four days so as not to miss a
single word. We experimented with
painting in negative space, strained
our brains around contours, and
dived into glazing. We painted

from our sketchbooks, resisting the
seductive call from photographs.
We learned about the importance of
designing the center of interest along
with rests in mind.

The opening reception on Friday
night resulted from some serious
thinking outside the box to meet all
the Covid restrictions and ensure
everyone’ safety. Under a large

tent on the veranda in front of the
Museum of History & Culture,

we enjoyed great food, wine, and
keeping our distance from one
another with the help of good

-

weather and café tables scattered
about here and there. In small,
managed groups we entered the
Virginia Sargent Reynolds Gallery
and the lovely presentation of VWS
art within its spacious 2500 square
feet and 20 foot ceilings. Honestly,
the gallery’s ambience brought back
memories for me of the first time I
visited the Met and the Louvre.

“How can Judge Graft possibly
make the award-winning selections
from the exhibit when the art is

all so wonderful?” so many of us

at the reception wondered. After
the business meeting the next day,
we found out why; sitting at lunch
in the marbled splendor of the
Great Hall room in the Virginia
Museum of Fine Arts, next door.
We listened to Judge Graff give a
slide presentation about the virtues
of each of the 26 award-winning
paintings hed selected from the
show. We didn’t know at that point
what type of award the paintings
had won. His excellent positive
critique offered valuable, keen
insights into why hed made his
choices. And it made everything all
the more exciting by our luncheon’s
end when President Elaine
Nunnally announced who the
award-winning artists actually were.

The VWS’ 41st Exhibition planning
team stuck to their purpose,
raising a record $18,000 for the
awards. We applaud and thank the
planners and volunteers for their
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courageous, tireless efforts. And
we applaud all those individuals
outside and inside VWS who so
generously gave dollars to make
the awards this difficult year a little
grander. Update —The Exhibition
has already seen sales and 1,200
visitors in November alone. Those
in the know recommend using the
Virginia Museum of History &
Culture’s front entrance — parking
remains good on Arthur Ashe
Boulevard.

I've come to believe that defying
gravity is a choice for all of us,
especially as artists. We can
choose to defy our self-imposed
limitations. We can defy concerns
that others won't like or approve
of our art. We can choose to
experiment, or stay with what we’'ve
been doing, but work harder to get
our groove back. The sky’s no limit
because art truly defies gravity!

PS. T highly recommend you hustle
on to Richmond before December
31st to see for yourself what the
Exhibition hoopla is all about, and
be sure to mark June 9-Sept 12,
2021, on your calendar for the 42nd
Exhibition in Portsmouth, now fast
approaching us.

Note: Look on Facebook for a recent
video titled A Comparison of
Watercolor Painting through History”
from the Curator of the Virginia
Museum of History & Culture. It’s a
wonderful presentation using some of
the paintings from the current VWS
Exhibition in their museum.

t Annual Ex

Richmond

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The 41st annual exhibition in Richmond was a huge
success! I'm still glowing from the excitement of it all.
New member Chris Duke wrote and said it best, “It’s
so impressive (heady) to see the art in a magnificent
gallery setting” Indeed. The Virginia Museum of
History and Culture was a perfect venue for our 41st
exhibition. Despite the COVID-19 pandemic raging
around us, the committee went forward with the
planning and managed to put on a fantastic 4 day
workshop, annual meeting, art show opening, awards luncheon and gallery
viewing, all keeping CDC safety guidelines in place. For those of us who were
weary of online shows, this was just wonderful. Big congratulations to the
exhibition committee and everyone whose art was selected for this show.

We now look forward to the 42nd exhibition which will take place in
Portsmouth. Get those paintbrushes wet and start working on some of your
best paintings yet. With winter coming on and with the COVID restrictions
in place around Virginia, it’s the perfect time.

What does one say about a year like 2020...a year like no other in one’s
lifetime? Despite the losses, the shutdowns, the closings, the social
distancing, and the fear that has gripped our nation, we still moved forward
with hope. This season, my wish for you is to have found peace, joy, and
happiness with your families and friends and look back on the year with
gratitude for what we all have.

Elaine Nunnally

The 598 total votes were counted and the
results are in. The winner of the 41st Annual
Virginia Watercolor Society People’s Choice
Award is... Z.L. Feng for his painting
“Blessing.” The painting with the 2nd most
votes was William Snow’s “Stories to Tell” and
Chris Krupinski’s “Red” came in at 3rd. Mr.
Feng will receive a $300 prize sponsored by
James River Air Conditioning Co./Hugh Joyce.

o ———
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2021 VWS Exhibition

June 19-August 13
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PORTSMOUTH

he Tidewater Area is pleased 1761 across High Street from the
to announce the 42nd Virginia exhibition venue. A brunch, Juror’s
Watercolor Annual Exhibition and Talk and Awards Presentation will

. & ) ’

Show at the Portsmouth Art and follow next door from 10 am-Noon

Cultural Center, June 9-September at THE COMMODORE THEATRE,

12,2021, in the beautiful heart of a luxuriously restored 1945 Art Deco g R i
the city’s historic/waterfront area! style motion picture dinner/theatre. :

You won’t want to miss this one!

g
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We hope you will put these events

Acclaimed artist, Linda Baker, will on your calendar, pad them with
jury the show and teach a workshop ~ a couple of days to enjoy the
June 14-18 in the spacious open surrounding sights and food, and

space of Trinity Episcopal Church. plan to join us!
The Member Reception will be on

Friday, June 18th from 6-8 pm. Warmly,
Saturday events include a breakfast MaryLou Andrews/Charlie Lindauer
and business meeting at the Trinity Co-Chairs, 2021 VWS Exhibition
Episcopal Church, the oldest and Workshop
church in Portsmouth, founded in vws.2021.exhibition@gmail.com
. R — The workshop will
TRINITY take place in the
J _,r EPISCOPAL CHURCH 5 : Trlnlt)/ Episcopal
“a mET : 21 Church established

in 1781. It has quiet
nooks, a big bright
space for creating

8 art, two kitchens and
an attached parking

- lot. It is right across Renaissance Portsmouth-Norfolk Waterfront

: the ft'je?tf rom th,e Hotel—location of VWS Breakfast, Meeting,
exhibition venue! and Awards Luncheon.


mailto:vws.2021.exhibition%40gmail.com?subject=
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Create for a Cause — the Leaf Card Project

his fall Blacksburg Regional Art

Association (BRAA) members
were inspired by their nearness to
nature.

Starting with “Leaves of the Tree”
exhibition at the Radford Art
Museum with either original works
from dried leaves or leaf themed
works by area artists, BRAA
members were primed to respond
when member Diane Relf proposed
a project inspired by painted ginkgo
leaves by Gu Houxin. His beautiful
butterfly painted leaves created
enthusiastic discussion and led to
BRAA developing a special event:
Create for a Cause — the Leaf Card
Project. Members were asked to
create cards featuring leaves for

it
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by Diane Relf, Blacksburg

residents of the English Meadows
Senior Living Center in nearby
Christiansburg.

The project became a community
effort with two locations serving as
sites for picking up pressed leaves
and returning note cards. Over 75
cards were made to ensure every
resident at English Meadows would
receive one.

Ten artists made cards for the
event. The resulting leaf art took
the form of butterflies, birds, fish,
snow scenes, bouquets, and flowers
from a number of different types
of pressed leaves. Some were made
solely with leaves and adhesive.
Some were painted with acrylics.

Charlotte Chan, a well-known
watercolor artist and VWS member,
painted poppies, butterflies,

kites and birds on gingko leaves.
VWS members Gerri Young and
Charlotte Chan were contributors,
along with eight other area artists.

In this time of Covid-19, our
neighbors in senior communities
could not get out to see the autumn
leaves and gain the benefits of being
near nature that have helped sustain
us in the last months. We sincerely
hope our efforts gave them a touch
of nature and a smile. The project
lifted the spirits of our artists to
create with nature, knowing their
work would be valued as a gift.
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Northern Virginia

Robert Dowler’s painting “Next
Stop: Vienna” was chosen to be
included in the Town of Vienna
2021 calendar. It is featured for the
month of May.

Three members of VWS
participated in the Arlington Artists
Alliance annual winter show at

Fort C. E Smith, held this year the
weekend of Dec. 4 - 6. Sandra Hill,
Linda Holz, and Ginnie Luster
were among 30 artists who signed
up to exhibit at this in-person show.
In spite of the restrictions — masks
required and only 10 people in the
Hendry House at any one time —
the show had a steady stream of
visitors and had many sales.

Liz Castellano-King’s painting
Vintage Flight placed second in
the VWS show and received an
Outstanding Achievement Award
sponsored by the Rick and Susan
Stuller Family. Liz’s painting Leaf
Study 2 won first place and sold

in Fredeticksburg’s LibertyTown’s

5,400,489,

_%an K. Gill; AWS, NWS won
-~ theNational Watercolor Society’s

Award in the Philadelphia
Watercolor Society’s 120th
Anniversary International
Exhibition of Works on Paper,
and she has had a painting
accepted in the 2021 12th Annual
Signature American International
Watermedia Exhibition at the
Fallbrook Art Center in California.
Jean also received a Silver Award
in the VWS Exhibition for
“Flowconuts” .

Janet Hansen Martinet had a piece
accepted in the 41st Annual VWS
Exhibition and in Paint! Manassas.
Janet also has 3 paintings in the

3rd Annual Small Works Show at
Creative Brush Studio in Manassas.
She is also enjoying Sharie Boyle’s
on-line Watercolor Collaborative.

Jyotsna Umesh had works selected
for juried event ‘Paint! Manassas’
(plein air annual event that was
virtual this year). Selected entries
were displayed for 2 months in
Grounds Central, a coffee shop in
Manassas. Jyotsna also facilitated
a series of watercolor painting
workshops for a group of 50 plus
art enthusiasts over Webex for
Loudoun County Library.

Show Opportunity

Historic Downtown Manassas
Banner Art Competition - Consider
submitting artwork for 2021. The
submission deadline is Friday,
January 15th, 2021 and is open to
all Artists in MD, VA or DC.
visitmanassas.org/live-work/
banner-art-project/

CALL
FOR
ART

DEADLINE
MAR 27

Shenandoah Arts Council
ArtScape 12 Call for Art

Deadline for entries March 27, 2021
Go to Shenarts.org for details

March 27 - sponsorships/artist
submissions deadline

April 3 - artists notified of
selection

April 5-8 - original artwork
delivered to ShenArts

April 9-17 - artwork
photographed and digital
transfer to banner will begin

April 19-24 - original art hung at
MSV; opening reception shortly
thereafter

May - banner production
completed

June - ArtScape brochure
produced; images added to
ShenArts website

July - banners hung, brochures
distributed downtown and to
sponsors

TBD - Artist Walk Event —
Artists will be at their banners to
welcome the public

Loosening Up in Watercolor:

A 6-week Zoom class with Peg
Sheridan with Beverley Street
Studio School or check www.
pegsheridan.com (continued on next

page)



http://Shenarts.org
http://www.pegsheridan.com
http://www.pegsheridan.com
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Dates: Mondays, January
11-February 15, 2021 (6 classes) —
Time: 9-12

Skill Level: This class is for students
with some experience in basic
watercolor techniques, and those
who are more advanced in skill
level. Open to ages 13 and up.

Location: This is a Zoom class;

you will attend from your location.
You will be sent a link to a Zoom
tutorial, before the first class begins.

Tuition: $190 for members, $220 for
nonmembers

Registration: Register online,

at www.bssschool.org, or email
director@bssschool.org. Office
hours are limited, but you can
leave a message at (540)886-8636.
Register by January 4. A materials
list will be available.

Richmond

The Bon Air Artists of
Midlothian,Virginia continued to
meet, despite Covid, until their
December meeting. This is thanks
to their president, Sally Guynn
who insisted in finding a meeting
space where they could meet under
Covid restrictions. The organization
of over one hundred members is
one of the oldest in the Richmond
area. Many of their members help
to put together the 41st Virginia
Watercolor Society show at the
Virginia Historical and Cultural
Center in Richmond. Thanks Sally!!

Cindy Kinney and Bev Perdue have
paintings in Bella Arte Gallery for
the December small works exhibit.
Bella Arte is located at:

3734 Winterfield Road
Midlothian, VA 23113
(804) 794-1511

Middle Penninsula

Upcoming watercolor classes at the
Bay School Community Arts Center
in Mathews, with VWS member
Kathleen Noffsinger.

Abstracting Colors - Watercolor
Kaleidoscope 1

Learn how to paint a seascape

with a variety of blues from aqua
to ultramarine and violet using
abstracted shapes of broken color to
create a Watercolor Kaleidoscope!
Bring a photo or two and watch the
magic happen as Kathleen shows
you how to use color creatively!
Open to all skill levels. A materials
list will be provided. (Rental art
supplies are available from the
instructor.) Artists may take Part

1 or Part 2 or both as there will be
new lessons for each workshop.

Part 1 Saturday, March 6,
10:00am-3:00pm $85.00 https://
bayschoolarts.asapconnected.
com/#CourselD=219530

Part 2 Saturday, April 10,
10:00am-3:00pm $85.00 https://
bayschoolarts.asapconnected.
com/#CourselD=219531

‘ ‘ Creativity takes
courage.

—Henri Matisse

Central

Mary Ann Friedman of Troy reports:
The Fluvanna Arts Association

will have a show at the Louisa

Arts Center January 29-March 19,
2021. VWS members in the FAA
will have paintings included in the
show. The Louisa Arts Center, 212
Fredericksburg Ave., Louisa, VA

23093. Louisaarts.org

Mary Ann Freidman - “Clear Up Here”

Deliece Blanchard of Lynchburg
won third prize for her painting,
“Sheltering Sky” at the Riverviews
Artspace 12th Annual Juried
Exhibition held in Lynchburg,
Virginia.

Deliece Blanchard - “Sheltering Sky”

Deliece currently has a solo show

of landscapes, titled “Interesting
Places,” at the Lynchburg Academy
Center of the Arts, Dec.4-Jan.2, 2021

She will have a solo show, titled “A
Wandering Path,” at Arts on Main
Gallery in Gloucester, Virginia

March 2021 https://gloucesterarts.
org/


https://bayschoolarts.asapconnected.com/#CourseID=219530 
https://bayschoolarts.asapconnected.com/#CourseID=219530 
https://bayschoolarts.asapconnected.com/#CourseID=219530 
https://bayschoolarts.asapconnected.com/#CourseID=219531
https://bayschoolarts.asapconnected.com/#CourseID=219531
https://bayschoolarts.asapconnected.com/#CourseID=219531
http://Louisaarts.org
https://gloucesterarts.org/
https://gloucesterarts.org/
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David Eakin of Forest had a
painting, “Pittsburgh Powerlines”,
accepted into the Riverviews
Artspace 12th Annual Juried
Exhibition. Lynchburg, VA - Juror:
Jeftrey Cudlin, Maryland Institute
College of Art.

“The Gossips” was chosen to be
included into the 12th Annual
Signature American International
Watermedia Exhibition, Fallbrook
Art Center, CA Juror: Katherine
Chang Liu February 13-April 11,
2021.

David Eakin - “The Gossips”

Hampton, Norfolk, VA Beach
MaryLou Andrews became a
signature member of the Virginia
Watercolor Society and also
received an Award of Distinction
given in memory by the friends
of Martha Rhodes in this year’s
current exhibition. She also took
second place in the Suffolk Art
League’s 2020 Annual Juried
Exhibition, October 24-Dec. 4,
2020.

The Chesapeake Bay Watercolorist
group announce their Winter show,
“Awash in Color” to be held January
16- February 13, 2021 at Gallery 21,
115 W.21st Street in Norfolk. CBW’s
gala opening reception is planned
for Saturday, January 16th from
5-8pm. This month-long show will
feature CBW members’ watercolor
and watermedia works.

Yvonne Boone has 3 works in the
Small Works 2020 Exhibition at
the Charles H. Taylor Visual Arts
Center, Hampton, Dec. 12-Jan. 2,
2021. Yvonne also has 2 works in
the International Exhibition of Fine
Art in Miniature, the annual juried
show of the Miniature Painters,
Sculptors and Graves Society of
Washington D.C. at the Strathmore
Mansion in N. Bethesda, MD. The
show runs through Jan.9, 2021

Roanoke

Betty Williamson won First

Place in Watermedia for “Social
Distancing” at Alleghany Arts and
Crafts Exhibit.

Michele Walter is currently
exhibiting a variety of watermedia
subjects at BRAA Gallery, Blue
Ridge Cancer Center, Blacksburg.
She will be followed by Suzanne
Ross - Plein Air & Portraiture in
Watercolor, January - April 2021.

Jane Winders Frank had her
painting, “Dream Forest”, accepted
to the International Society of
Experimental Artists Online Juried
Exhibition. This acceptance makes
her a Signature Member. Jane

also had two one-person shows

at Alleghany Highlands Arts and
Crafts Center in Clifton Forge in
March, and one at Left of Center
Gallery in Roanoke in October.

Southwest, Southern, and Out
of State

VWS member Robi Sallee has

been busy this year. She had a

piece accepted in the Rhode Island
Watercolor society called ‘Old
MacDonald’s Farm. It’s a virtual
show: Home for the Holidays. She
had another painting accepted by
the Flagler County Art League called
‘Leaving Levanto. Their show is also
virtual (Every Color has a Story).

She currently has a solo show at
Bluefield College. It will be up until
April. Congratulations Robi!

VWS member Donna Koger’s
painting “Allegro” was juried into
the South Carolina Watermedia
43rd Annual National Exhibition by
juror Ted Nuttall.

Due to Covid, the exhibition is
online at https://scwatermedia.
com/43rd-annual-national-
exhibition/.

MARK YOUR
\ CALENDAR!

v

January 31 - Deadline for Membership
Renewal

March 15 - Deadline for Waterlogue

June 19 - August 13 - 42nd VWS
Exhibition



https://scwatermedia.com/43rd-annual-national-exhibition/
https://scwatermedia.com/43rd-annual-national-exhibition/
https://scwatermedia.com/43rd-annual-national-exhibition/
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VirginiaWatercolorSociety
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org

Membership Year: RENEW ___  NEW

Name,

Address

City VA, Zip

Telephone

Email

Web URL

Has any of the above information changed since last year?
_YES __NO

*Please indicate if you do not have computer or printer access
and NEED a snail mail copy of the Newsletter:
YES NO

Check one:
____Active Member - $35 Annual Due
____ Full-time Student - $10 Annual Dues (list school)
____Life Members are required to return this form to confirm
their contact information and continued active membership.
Life Member Information & Application forms are available online at:
www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org/Membershipinfo.cfm

Renewals are due by January 31st each year
Membership is effective through December 31st.

Make check payable to: Virginia Watercolor Society
Send payment with completed form to:
Virginia Watercolor Society
MEMBERSHIPS
P.O. Box 6742, Williamsburg, VA 23188

---—-— Cut here — keep this Membership Card for your records -----—-

VirginiaWatercolorSociety
‘, 2020 MEMBERSHIP CARD

POST OFFICE BOX 6742 WILLIAMSBURG VIRGINIA 23188

MEMBER NAME

Date Paid Check #

W (‘}'L a/dA&/ MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

Expires December 31, 2020

VWS Membership Renewals

Membership renewals are due by January 31%,

Late payments and new memberships will be accepted at
any time, however, membership payments must be
received no later than the annual exhibition entry deadline
to be eligible to enter the Annual Juried Exhibition.
Complete the Application for Membership and mail it with
your check or money order to the address on the form, or
renew your membership online with a credit card at:
www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org/Membership/member
-form.cfm

Lifetime Memberships: Current VWS Members who are at
least 75 years of age, have been a VWS member for at least
20 years and a signature artist member for at least 5 years,
and have maintained continuous membership since
achieving signature status are eligible to apply for Lifetime
Membership. Annual Membership Dues are waived for
Lifetime Members, however, you will still need to complete
the Annual Membership Renewal Form to update your
contact information and confirm your continued
membership. Life Member Information & Application forms
are available online at:
www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org/Membershipinfo.cfm

Please remember to add the following email addresses to
your email contact list so not to miss emailed information
from the VWS, including the confirmation email when your
membership is processed:
vawcs@virginiawatercolorsociety.org
membership@virginiawatercolorsociety.org
virginiawatercolorsociety@gmail.com

Check your spam and/or junk folders if you do not receive a
confirmation email when you renew.

Note: The Annual Exhibition Prospectus, Exhibition Catalogue, and
Annual Membership Renewal Form will be mailed to all current
members. The Waterlogue and occasional additional
correspondence from the VWS will be sent by email to members
with email addresses. The Waterlogue is automatically mailed to
members without email addresses. Members without access to a
computer or printer can also opt to receive the Waterlogue by
snail-mail. Please check YES or NO to indicate your preference.

Check out the Announcements page on the
VWS website for more News and
Opportunities for Artists!

http://www.virginiawatercolorsociety.org/announcements.cfm
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